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Please visit our
website!
At www.HOSparrow.org you can learn
        about upcoming projects, exciting events,
                     program news and more.
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children, as they journey from
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30th Anniversary Gala – Celebrating our Past, Present and Future
 Please join us on Saturday, April 29th at the exquisite 
Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington Hills for Home of the 
Sparrow’s 30th Anniversary Gala!   Our largest annual 
fundraising event will honor our past, recognize our 
present and focus on the future of helping more women 
and children in need.  
 The evening will begin with a self-guided tour of the 
Sanfilippo “Place de la Musique,” known worldwide for 
its impressive collections of beautifully restored antique 
music machines, phonographs, arcade and gambling 
machines, the world’s largest restored theatre pipe 
organ, the most spectacular European salon carousel 
in existence, steam engines and other functional 
mechanical antiques.  Enjoy an organ concert in the 
mansion by famous organist, R. Jelani Eddington.  
Following the tours and concert, you will be treated to 4 
hours open bar, butler-served hors d’oeuvres, dinner, a 
short presentation, silent and live auctions and raffles.

• 4:00pm-6:00pm Self-Guided 
Open House Estate Tour
• 5:15-6:00pm  Organ Concert 
• 6:00pm Auction Viewing, Cocktails 
in Carousel Pavilion, Butler-served 
Hors D’Oeuvres
• 8:00pm Dinner, Program, and 
Live Auction
Black tie attire is optional, but pearls 
are encouraged to commemorate 
our 30th year! 

Tickets are $175 per person, $500 
for a Pearl Sponsorship (2 tickets to 
the Gala, name recognition in the program book, Home 
of the Sparrow newsletter, website & social media) or 
$1,650 for a table of ten.
To RSVP, visit the events page at www.HOSparrow.org or 
call 815-271-5444 x62. 

Home of the Sparrow Celebrating 30 Years of Service to the Community
December 15, 1986 . . . A gathering of faith
 The vision for Home of the Sparrow began more 
than 30 years ago when a group of interfaith friends 
recognized the reality of homelessness in McHenry 
County and set out to make a difference.  After years 
of efforts and disappointments, a newly ordained 
Presbyterian minister, Rev. Phyllis Mueller, connected 
with the group, and together they worked to make 
their idea of a shelter become reality. 
 In 1986 the doors of the McHenry County Interfaith 
Shelter opened to a mother and her children. It was 
the first shelter for homeless women and children in 
McHenry County. The founders, representatives from 
seven interfaith churches, included Joy Rogers Martin, 
who is still involved with the agency. Rev. Mueller 
directed the agency through most of the first 11 years. 
The agency was officially incorporated as a non-profit 
organization on February 17, 1987. 
 In February of 1992, Michelle Gillett attended a 
church service in Barrington where Phyllis Mueller 
spoke about Home of the Sparrow. Impressed by 

the mission, she began to volunteer and drew in 
the support of Bonnie Cowhey. By that summer a 
group of women formed into Friends of Home of the 
Sparrow. This dedicated group from the Barrington 
area held fundraisers and assisted with tasks to 
support the agency’s mission. The original group 
of Friends of Home of the Sparrow included six 
members: Michelle Gillett, Bonnie Cowhey, Connie 
Blomquist, Sandy Barker, Nancy Bohren, and Marilyn 
Patrick. Over the years the group raised a lot of 
money, encouraged volunteers, picked up donations 
for the Nests, read to children in the shelter, and 
celebrated monthly birthdays.  After serving the 
agency for over 28 years, this group recently retired. 
Many still support Home of the Sparrow! 
 Today, HOS works with more than 700 volunteers 
that support agency needs and assist with fundraising. 
HOS needs support to carry on its mission and to 
keep the doors of the shelter open.  “We would love 
to have another ‘Friends of Home of the Sparrow’ 
group to support the philanthropic efforts of Home of 

the Sparrow,” said Debbie DeGraw, Vice President of 
Marketing and Development.
 “As the agency continues to grow and evolve to 
meet the needs of homeless women and children, 
the challenges in raising enough funds to cover 
growth and meet operational expenses remain 
constant,” she continued. “Competition for funding 
is very high.” The future of the agency is unwritten. 
However, with the support from our friends, business 
partners, donors, volunteers, shoppers, and you, we 
can achieve great things!   If you haven’t supported 
Home of the Sparrow or haven’t gotten to know us, 
we invite you to join us. We are welcoming and warm, 
and we would love the opportunity to tell you more 
about Home of the Sparrow. 
 Feel free to contact: Debbie DeGraw, Vice 
President of Development at: ddegraw@HOSparrow.
org or Executive Director, Gene Salvadalena at: 
gsalvadalena@HOSparrow.org. Phone number: (815) 
271-5444 Website: WWW.HOSparrow.org.
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 Greetings!  As I reflect on my final year on the 
Board of Directors, I look with amazement at the 
growth that Home of the Sparrow has accomplished 
over the past 6 years.  I’ve served with many 
qualified and dedicated Board members, all who 
had a part in making that possible.  But I would 
also like to recognize the many staff and volunteers 
of Home of the Sparrow that work daily to make 
sure goods and services are provided to the many 
women and children that need our support.  Like 

many nonprofits, Home of the Sparrow operates on 
a very tight budget to ensure that as much financial 
resources are directed to our clients as possible. 
Our staff live out the mission of Home of the 
Sparrow without expecting a big paycheck, they do 
it because they love helping our clients.  I would like 
to thank all of them for their dedication and passion.  
They continue to inspire me to stay involved and 
will make it hard for me to say goodbye to the 
Board this fall.
 If anyone is interested in joining Home of the 
Sparrow as a Board member, we would love to 
hear from you.  Last month, during our annual 
strategic planning meeting, the Board made a 
decision to look inward and start the planning 
process of evolving the Board to meet the needs 
of the Agency. Our goal is to make it easier for 
community leaders and other qualified individuals 
to get involved with the Board, by accommodating 
those who would like to help, but may have limited 
time or are otherwise constrained by distance, 
work, family, or other challenges.  In the next few 
months, we expect to introduce this new model 
and hope to attract some additional talent for the 
Board.  If you are interested in joining us, please 

contact the Home of the Sparrow office and ask for 
our Executive Director, Gene Salvadalena, or Vice 
President of Development, Debbie DeGraw.  
 Thank you again, everyone, for your support.  
Because of you, Home of the Sparrow will continue 
to thrive!

President’s Column

Scott Smith
President of the Board of Directors

  A quote from Thomas S. Monson comes 
to mind as I reflect on this magnificent agency: 
“The past is behind…learn from it, the future is 
ahead…prepare for it, the present is here…live it.” 
We definitely are following these sage words in our 
continued journey to help those in need. 
 Look through the window of our past 30 years 
and you will see an integral non-profit with an 
amazingly rich history of assessing and responding 
to the needs of homeless women and their children. 
There have been many defining moments in our 
PAST. We were incorporated as a private non-profit 
in February 1987. Our current shelter location in 
McHenry opened in 1991 and has gone through 
several subsequent expansions. The first of six 
Sparrow Nest Stores opened in McHenry in 1992. In 
1995 we helped to create the Pennsylvania Home 

of the Sparrow. The agency really took off in 2013 
with the acquisition of 13 affordable housing units 
in McHenry County for our clients, with this total 
soon to be 23 and growing. Throughout the years 
we have been recognized with such prestigious 
awards as twice receiving the Governors Home Town 
Award for Volunteerism, and being named the Large 
Non-Profit of the Year by Shaw Media. Recently, 
the Woodstock City Council gave us an official 
proclamation recognizing 30 years of great work 
done by the Home of the Sparrow team. 
 We wish our services weren’t necessary, however 
regrettably the reality is that they are, and the needs 
of the women and their children who reach out to us 
continue to evolve. We have had to and will continue 
to grow in our reach and effectiveness to meet these 
needs. Our PRESENT menu of services includes: an 
Outreach & Prevention effort centered on helping 
to prevent homelessness by assisting families in 
resolving a crises prior to a major downslide, a 
Short-term Transitional Shelter providing safe living 
environments and supportive services to meet the 
clients “where they are at”, a Subsidized Apartment 
Program for clients who need additional help after 
leaving the shelter, an Affordable Housing Program 
that offers subsidized housing & case management 
support for low income women and their children 
as they continue their journey to independent living, 
and a Rapid Re-housing Program that helps families 
who have employment but have experienced a life 
event putting them in financial jeopardy. 
 In 2011 we supported 124 individuals and this 

has grown to helping over 831 women and children. 
Besides an amazing professional staff, we currently 
have over 800 unbelievable volunteers helping 
us in so many ways. Yet the demand continues 
for assistance and client needs are evolving. This 
has and will continue to require an even greater 
attention on our services to ensure that they are the 
best they can be. 
 We continue to grow strategically to help address 
the needs of those requesting assistance. Our near 
term FUTURE has us scheduled in June to open 
a 7th Sparrow’s Nest Store in Lake County’s Third 
Lake community, and we are in process of acquiring 
several more Affordable Housing units through 
secured Government Home Funds. 
 Throughout the years the “village” involved to help 
us achieve our mission is truly immeasurable and 
quite humbling.  So many countless, dedicated, and 
passionate staff, board members, volunteers, donors, 
community advocates, and other supporters have 
been at the table to help. The caring, supportive, and 
uplifting service provided to those in crises situations 
is an inspiration to all. 
 All who have been a part of the Home of the 
Sparrow team are true community servant leaders 
who truly care about helping others in times of need.  
I am proud to help continue the fine work that 
has involved so many. The brand of Home of the 
Sparrow continues to be strong and vibrant. Thanks 
for all that you do! 
Gene Salvadalena
 Executive Director

Letter from the Executive Director

Gene Salvadalena
Executive Director

Board of Directors
Scott L. Smith, PE, J.D. – President

Dr. Justin Gent—Vice President
Joel Zarnstorff—Treasurer
Jeremy Krick – Secretary

Jan Bevilacqua
Patrick Coen—Member Emeritus

Mary Frances Cox
Gregory T. Davis
Elizabeth Egel
Patti Latzke

Eileen Milano
Lauren Miller
Tess Reinhard
Jon Stickney
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“McHenry County

 Join Home of the Sparrow’s “Super 
Sparrow’s” Team for the Human Race 
5K Run/Walk on Sunday, April 23, 
2017 from 8:00am until 11:00am 
at the McHenry County College 
Campus.

 Registration is open. Go to http://
www.volunteercentermchenrycounty.
org/humanrace
and click “Join a Team” and select 
“Super Sparrow’s” 

Check out Home of the Sparrow’s new 
DipJars at the Sparrow’s Nest Thrift 

Stores and upcoming events! Dip your 
card to leave a Gift of Hope donation! 

 

 Be an integral part of our events 
and fundraising efforts by donating an 
item for our silent and live auctions.  
Our annual Gala and Golf events 
are quickly approaching and we are 
looking for any donations that may 
help us!  All proceeds raised from 
our events go directly to support the 

women and children we serve.  If 
you have anything you would like 
to donate, and would also like your 
business featured at one of our 
upcoming signature events, please 
contact our Events Manager Kelly 
Knighton at 815-271-5444 x62 or 
kknighton@HOSparrow.org today!

Events Wish List

Some examples of 
donations we are still 
looking for:

Sporting Event Tickets
Upcoming Concert Tickets
Wine Tour or Brewery Tour
Stadium Tour
One-Week Timeshare
Private Boat Cruise
Behind the Scenes or VIP 

insiders Tour
Restaurant Experience

 Home of the Sparrow held its 
annual Women’s Luncheon on Friday, 
February 24th, 2017 at Boulder 
Ridge Country Club in Lake in the 
Hills.  About 200 women from the 
community came together to hear 
our fabulous and influential keynote 
speaker, Carla Harris, share her 
valuable “Pearls of Wisdom.” Carla 
gave an inspiring 
speech about how 
to be a powerful, 
impactful, and 
persuasive leader 
in both a personal 

and professional setting and how 
to effectively build long lasting 
relationships. Home of the Sparrow 
raised over $24,000 in support of 
our programs and services!      
 A huge thank you to our partners 
from Morgan Stanley for providing 
an exceptional speaker for this year’s 
luncheon.

Women’s Luncheon Recap
“Pearls of Wisdom” Women’s Luncheon
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• Is your company committed to 
making your Community a better 
place to live? 

• Would your company like to gain 
exposure in the Northern Illinois 
area? 

• Is Social Responsibility important 
to your business?

 Support Home of the Sparrow 
by joining with us as a partner 
and sponsor
 By participating as a sponsor of our 
events, your organization will benefit 
from extended exposure through 
media campaigns and promotional 
efforts directed towards the 
supporters of Home of the Sparrow 
as well as a potential tax deduction 
to your company or business. Your 

sponsorship will make a difference 
in the lives of our homeless women 
and children by providing Hope, 
Opportunity and Support on their 
journey from homelessness to self-
sufficiency. To find out more about 
corporate sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact Debbie DeGraw, 
Vice President Marketing and 
Development (815) 271-5444 x 27 
or ddegraw@HOSparrow.org. 
 Join the list of sponsors and 
get recognized for your support 
of a socially responsible agency!
 Thank you to our Partners! Please 
support these businesses as they are 
supporting your communities!

Is Corporate Sponsorship 
Right For Your Business? 

Thank You to our Sponsors

Gina’s Story

 Homelessness can happen to anyone at any time.  Gina was 
married, had a stable family environment for herself, her daughter 
and her granddaughter. Life for Gina seemed to be normal and in a 
split second that all changed. Her husband decided to leave and she 
could not afford to pay rent on her home any more. At this moment 
of crisis in Gina’s life, she turned to Home of the Sparrow. In the midst 
of becoming homeless and Bella having her first premature child, Gina 
soon found out Bella was pregnant with her second child. After coming 
to Home of the Sparrow’s Shelter, it was the first glimmer of hope 
Gina was able to see for her daughter Bella, and granddaughters. Gina 
credits HOS for all the opportunities she was able to take to put her 
life back together and keep her family together. Between therapy from 
counselors and employees making sure Bella got to and from school 
every day, Gina finally felt the support she needed to get through what 
felt like was an impossible situation.
 After a few short months Bella was able to graduate early from high 
school, and Gina and her family were able to move from the shelter to 
one of Home of the Sparrow’s affordable housing units.
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 Tara and her 2-year-old daughter came to Home 
of the Sparrow after escaping an abusive situation 
with Tara’s husband. After briefly staying at a local 
domestic violence shelter, she and her daughter 
made their way to Home of the Sparrow’s short-
term transitional homeless shelter. Tara worked 
diligently with shelter case managers to create a 
better life for herself and her daughter.
 Tara’s daughter was traumatized from the 
abuse she endured and was non-verbal upon 
entering the shelter. Her daughter continued on 
with therapy she had started at the domestic 
violence shelter during their first few months at 
HOS. Tara’s daughter participated in the shelter’s 
child mentoring program, Book Buddies, and Tara 
enrolled her daughter in both a local head start 
education program and a pre-school program. 

Throughout her stay at HOS, Tara was going 
through several court cases with her husband. HOS 
staff accompanied Tara to each of her court dates 
and Tara was granted full custody of her daughter 
with no visitation for her husband,  and eventually 
began receiving court-ordered child support. 
 With the help of shelter case managers, Tara 
was able to obtain her United States passport and 
gain full-time employment. Tara had never driven 
a car before entering HOS and was determined to 
receive her driver’s license during her path toward 
self-sufficiency. HOS staff encouraged Tara to take 
this step and HOS was able to finance driver’s 
education classes for her. Tara received a donated 
car from a generous HOS donor and with much 
practice, succeeded in getting her driver’s license. 
 Tara found housing where her rent was based 

on her income and moved out of the HOS shelter 
with her daughter. Tara’s perseverance, along with 
the assistance of HOS staff, allowed Tara to gain her 
confidence back and become truly self-sufficient.

Tara’s Story

Short Term Transitional Shelter: The shelter provides nine dorm style rooms 
that allows different accommodations that consider how many children are in 
the family, the genders of the children, or for individuals. Shelter residents have 
access to two communal kitchens, shared bathrooms, a communal office space, 
a child’s play area and laundry facilities. We also have 4 Independent Living units 
(ILU) family units with 2 bedrooms, private kitchen, bathroom and living areas. The 
shelter averages 29 individuals per night. A resident’s average stay is 4.9 months. 
79 % of the clients exited into permanent housing situations in FY 16.  From 
July 1, 2016 to Feb 28, 2017 the shelter has served 33 women and 44 
children. We have also screened 80 women for our services since July 
1, 2016.

Subsidized Apartments Program (SAP): A family exiting the transitional 
shelter or a family a little more stable than the shelter requirements may qualify 
to enter one of three HOS transitional apartment units. These families are ready 
to move into a more independent lifestyle, but still may need extra time to build 
resources and skills prior to moving into housing within the community.  From 
July 1, 2016 to Feb 28, 2017 the program has served 4 women and 4 
children.

Rapid Rehousing (RRH): Families in the Rapid Rehousing Program have 
employment but have experienced a life-event that has put them into financial 

jeopardy (i.e. death of a spouse, major illness, loss of income, etc.). From July 
1, 2016 to Feb 28, 2017 the program has served 22 women and 35 
children.

Affordable Housing (AHP): Home of the Sparrow’s Affordable Housing 
Program serves individuals whose income is at or below 50 percent of the Area 
Median Income for McHenry County. Reasonable rents allow families to manage 
their monthly budgets while getting to experience a new sense of self-reliance. 
Home of the Sparrow has added three new units since November. The total 
number of units now is 23.  From July 1, 2016 to February 28, 2017 the 
program has served 25 women and 43 children.

Outreach and Prevention: Outreach and Prevention Program staff take calls 
from homeless or imminently homeless individuals with the goal of stabilizing 
them in current housing or assisting them in finding safer living conditions. HOS 
offers linkages to services, including emergency assistance with food, health care, 
clothing, transportation, behavioral health services, legal assistance, mediation 
with landlords, and more. From July 1, 2016 to Feb 28, 2017 the program 
served 134 women and 189 children. The program has also provided 
phone referral information to 569 individuals and 105 Sparrow Nest 
clothing vouchers to other community agency clients.

Programs & Services

 
Elizabeth Heneks, LCSW – VP of Program Services

Elizabeth Heneks, LCSW, grew up in Upper Arlington, Ohio until her family moved to Glenview, Illinois and she graduated from 
Glenbrook South High School.  Elizabeth then moved to Michigan where she graduated from Eastern Michigan University with 
a BS in Psychology and Wayne State University in Detroit Michigan with an MSW.  In 1989 she moved back to Illinois when she 
married her husband.

Since then, Elizabeth worked at ChildServ Chicago for 29 years as the Vice President of Programs.  She also worked contractually 
at Alexian Center for Mental Health in Arlington Heights providing counseling services to families and adults for the past three 
years.  Elizabeth has provided counseling to victims of Egypt Air flight 990 crash and attacks of September 11, 2001. In November 
of 2016 she started her journey at Home of the Sparrow as VP of Program Services.

Elizabeth enjoys gardening, photography and traveling.  She is a member of the Lake County Camera Club.  She also enjoys 
interior design and attended Illinois Art Institute of Chicago- Interior Design Certification program. She has two adult children who 
live and work in the Chicago
land area.  
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Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores and Donation 
Centers
Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores: 
 The Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store and Donation Center’s purpose is to support 
the mission of Home of the Sparrow.  All of the proceeds from the six stores are 
used to support the women and children in Home of the Sparrow’s transitional 
housing program.  With the exception of mattresses and box springs, everything 
sold in the Nest stores is donated. Home of the Sparrow accepts donations at all 
six stores. Not only do the stores provide unrestricted income and daily cash flow 
to Home of the Sparrow, they are a zero cost provider of clothing, accessories, 
shoes, furniture, housewares, books, and toys to Home of the Sparrow clients.   

The Nest Stores Begin
 1992, 25 years ago, the first Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store and Donation Center 
opened in McHenry, at approximately 6500 sq. ft. . . .  

The Nest Stores Take Hold
 The ten year period of 1998 to 2008 was a decade full of significant growth 
and activity for Home of the Sparrow retail.   In 1998, two of the Nest stores 
opened, one in Arlington Heights and the other in Cary.  In 2000, the Arlington 
Heights store closed and was relocated to Palatine, a 7300 sq. ft. site.  In 
2002, the Agency purchased its first truck along with two movers/drivers, and 
introduced the Free Furniture Donation Pickup program.  Also, in 2002, the Cary 
Nest relocated to an adjacent unit and grew in size from 4000 sq. ft. to 7100 sq. 
ft.  In 2008, the fourth store opened in Woodstock, a 7600 sq. ft. site.

The Nest Stores Grow
 The next (and current) decade has been a period of exponential growth and 
activity for Home of the Sparrow’s retail.  In 2009, Cary expanded back into 
its original 1998 site and grew to 11,000 sq. ft.   In 2010, a second truck was 
purchased and the McHenry Nest location grew to over 13,000 sq. ft. by adding 
a Furniture showroom, Storage, and Distribution Area.  In 2011, the Nest Stores 
began the current textile and metal recycling program, ensuring everything that 
is donated does not go to waste.  In 2012, the 8200 sq. ft.  Algonquin Nest 
opened.  In 2013, the Cary Nest Store expanded into 13,500 sq. ft. unit and Home 
of the Sparrow purchased a replacement truck for the irreparable first truck.  In 
2014, Home of the Sparrow bought a third truck and opened store number six in 
Mundelein, 9,000 sq. ft.   In 2015, the Algonquin Nest relinquished 670 sq. ft. 
back to the landlord to take advantage of a significant lease rate reduction.  In 
the spring of 2016, the Mundelein Nest expanded into the 4900 sq. ft. adjacent 
unit, adding on to the furniture showroom and creating a 3,000 sq. ft. storage 
and distribution facility, making Mundelein the largest store. In September 2016, 

Home of the Sparrow purchased the 4th truck.   In January of 2017, the lease for 
Store number seven, a 10,500 sq. ft. unit in Third Lake, was executed.     Store 
number seven is scheduled to open in late spring of 2017.  

Looking Back
Since 1992:

• One store has grown to seven
• 6500 sq. ft. has grown to 74,000 sq. ft. 
• 1500 store register transactions a month has grown to 14,000.  
• One truck has grown to four
• The Free Furniture Donation Pickup program has expanded from three 

- 8 hour shifts a week to thirty -10 hour shifts a week performing over 
300 pickups a month 

• Recycling has grown from 0 to over 500,000 lbs. of textiles and 
40,000 lbs. of metal annually.

The Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store and Donation Centers are ready 
for the next 30 years!!
 The Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store and Donation Centers are located in 
Woodstock, McHenry, Cary, Algonquin, Palatine, Mundelein, and Third Lake (opening 
late spring 2017).  The stores are open Monday – Friday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m., 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., and closed on Sunday and Holidays.   For more 
information visit the Home of the Sparrow website at www.hosparrow.org   

 New store location at 34500 N. US Hwy 45 (Waterstone Place 
Shopping Center) in the Village of Third Lake.

 From the time a child is born a mother feels a bond to protect and provide for 
her child. And for the child, their mother is everything. She provides comfort when 
they are sick and encouragement to learn. She offers unlimited love each and 
everyday. She is the source of feeling safe, nourished, clothed, and supported. A 
mother would do anything for their child!
 Home of the Sparrow mothers and children come from less than ideal
situations. Mothers love their children, but they need help to overcome the 
roadblocks created by domestic violence, the stresses of losing income that leads 
to losing stable housing, or dealing with severe health conditions. They may have 
lived in their cars, or in someone’s basement. Mothers have done their best to 
protect and provide for their children in some very challenging scenarios, they 
need help to heal themselves and their children.

 That’s why mothers come to Home of the Sparrow with their children. They 
want their child to be in a safe environment, have food and clothing and they 
want to provide the best possible foundation for their children to succeed in life.
 With your support Home of the Sparrow can continue to provide the
Hope and the Opportunity for a better future.
Your gift of:
__$25 can provide a new pair of shoes for a child
__$50 can supply a week’s worth of gas to get to and from work
__$100 can pay for a week of groceries or a month of utilities for a family
__$250 can provide a week of childcare for a working mother
__$500 can provide one month’s rent for a family.
__Other: $________

Honoring Mothers
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Volunteers- Past and 
Present
Past
 Thirty years ago volunteers saw 
a need in the community to help 
homeless women and children 
and thus Home of the Sparrow 
began.  When asked about the use 
of volunteers during the beginning 
years, one of the founding members 
of Home of the Sparrow, Joy Martin 
stated, “We used volunteers in 
about every way we would use 
an employee.  We didn’t have 
paid staff back then, we only had 
volunteers.  They were the backbone 
of everything we did. ” Individuals 
with skilled trade backgrounds 
such as plumbers, carpenters, and 
electricians volunteered their time to 
renovate the first ever HOS shelter.  
Groups such as local churches and 
other organizations provided meals 
for the women and children at the 
shelter, childcare so the women 
could look for employment, and 
many in-kind donations to keep the 
shelter running.  Individual volunteers 
provided lawn mowing and outdoor 
yard work services using their own 
equipment, transportation to job 
interviews or doctor appointments 
using their own vehicles, and staffing 
help at the shelter for extra security 
and protection.  With the opening of 
our first Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store 
and Donation Center, and five more 
to follow, even more volunteers 
were needed to further the mission 
of Home of the Sparrow.   It is no 
surprise that volunteers are still an 
integral part of all that we do at 
Home of the Sparrow.  

Present
 Today, Home of the Sparrow has 
741 active individual volunteers and 
507 group volunteers through 57 
different organizations, businesses, 
and schools.  Combined, volunteers 
through Home of the Sparrow gave 
over 47,000 hours of their time to 
help further the mission this past 
fiscal year.  Some of the areas 
volunteers help include our thrift 
stores, shelter with our book buddy, 
childcare, and educational programs, 
headquarters providing administrative 
help, committees such as our board 
of directors or event committee, 
events, speaking engagements 
through our ambassador program, 
and various group projects such as 
yard work and painting at our housing 
units.

Future
 Home of the Sparrow’s volunteer 
program is growing due to the 
increasing demand for services 
and affordable housing in Northern 
Illinois.  With the addition of more 
affordable housing units, a new thrift 
store, and new programming for our 
residents, we need your help!  We 
are seeking volunteers to help at our 
new thrift store in Third Lake and also 
at our other 6 thrift stores, serve on 
our events committee, provide pro 
bono legal services for our women, 
help with group projects such as 
yard work, painting, cleaning housing 
units, or holding shelter wish list 
donation drives.  To learn how you 
can volunteer please contact our 
Volunteer Program Manager Michelle 
Lusmann at 815-271-5444x24 or 
mlusmann@HOSparrow.org.  “Alone 
we can do so little; together we can 
do so much.” Helen Keller.

Volunteer Opportunities
Event Volunteers
 Volunteers help with various 
tasks such as registration, check in/
out, silent auction, and raffles.  We 
also need help serving on our 
events committee to plan, market 
and acquire donations for events 
throughout the year.  Upcoming 
events include:
• 30th Anniversary Gala, 
Saturday April 29, 2017 at the 
Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington

• Oktoberfest Charity Golf 
Outing, September 11, 2017

Group Project Opportunities
• Yardwork 
• Outdoor staining 
• Planting
• Power washing 
• General maintenance needs
• Event help
• Thrift store help
• Store holiday change over
• Interior patching/painting

HOS Ambassador Opportunities
 Help promote and share Home 
of the Sparrow’s mission to local 
communities on the program services 
offered as well as opportunities 
for community involvement. 
Ambassadors attend various speaking 
engagements to build relationships 
in the community and volunteer fairs 
to speak about Home of the Sparrow 
and hand out promotional materials.  
 Ambassadors must enjoy speaking 
and interacting with crowds.  Speaking 
engagements may be on the evening 
or weekends.  Twenty five hours of 
training will be provided.  

Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores
 Now recruiting for our new Third 
Lake location!  Other locations include 

Algonquin, Cary, McHenry, Mundelein, 
Palatine, and Woodstock! Individuals 
or small groups prepare items for sale, 
organize and price donations, assist 
with sales, customer service, and 
merchandising.

Shelter Programs
 Child Care volunteers participate in 
group activities such as positive play, 
crafts, music, and games while the 
moms are in an educational program 
class.  
• Book Buddy volunteers interact 
and work one on one with a 
child to instill a love of reading 
and help with reading and 
comprehension skills. 

• Education Program volunteers 
share their expertise by 
teaching a one hour life skills 
class to our women. 

Other Ways to Help
• Skilled trade services at our 
housing units

• Host your own fundraiser to 
benefit Home of the Sparrow.

• Start your own auxiliary group 
to fundraise for our women and 
children.

• See if your employer has a 
matching fund program.

• Invite us to speak at your 
house of worship, school or 
group.

• Shop at or donate gently used 
items to one of our 7 Nest 
stores.

• Leave a bequest or legacy to 
Home of the Sparrow.

 
For more information please contact  
Jennifer Kolarczyk  at 815-271-5444. 
 Fill out our online volunteer 
application at: www.HOSparrow.org/
applications-and-forms/

Welcome Home of the Sparrow’s Newest Additions!
Laura Adams, Property Manager
Elizabeth Heneks, VP of Program Services
Lisa Huemann, Human Resource Coordinator
Brianna Kidd, Case Manager
Bill Kurschardt, Cary Nest
Sarah Lewis, Shelter Staff
Piero McManaman, Cary Nest

Meridith Murray, Mundelein Nest Asst. Store Manager
Alec Panos, Cary Nest
Caitlyn Platzner, Rapid Rehousing Coordinator
Andres Vasquez, Palatine Nest
Katie Walleck, Marketing Coordinator
Kallie Yellets, Algonquin Nest



I would like to help homeless women and children.
ooooooo

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL PHONE

o VISA o MASTERCARD o DISCOVER o CHECK

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP. DATE SECURITY CODE

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

Home of the Sparrow, Inc. is a 501 
(c) 3 not-for-profit organization 
that provides transitional shelter, 
affordable housing and supportive 
services for homeless women and 
children in Northern Illinois.

Mail to: Home of the Sparrow • 4209 W. Shamrock Ln., Unit B• McHenry, IL 60050
Or make a donation online: www.HOSparrow.org

Home of the Sparrow provides
HOPE for a better future

OPPORTUNITY to gain skills and SUPPORT towards independence

Friends of
5342 W. Elm Street
McHenry, IL 60050
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Home of the Sparrow, Inc. is a 
501 (c) 3 not-for-profit organization 
that provides transitional shelter 
and supportive services for 
homeless women and children in 
Northern Illinois.

NAME

ADDRESS      CITY  STATE ZIP

E-MAIL       PHONE

o VISA o MASTERCARD o DISCOVER o CHECK

CREDIT CARD NUMBER                     EXP. DATE  SECURITY CODE

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

Mail to: Home of the Sparrow  •  5342 W. Elm Street  •  McHenry, IL 60050
Or make a donation online: www.HOSparrow.org

I would like to help homeless women and children.

The heart of a child is love.
The mind of a child is possibility.

The strength of a child is will. 
The hope of the children is YOU!

Home of the Sparrow gratefully 
acknowledges local funding from 
United Way.

United Way of 
Greater McHenry County

o $1,000 o $500 o $250 o $100 o $50 o $25 o Other  $

HOPE
OPPORTUNITY

SUPPORT

o I would like to add Home
  of the Sparrow to my will.


