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To reduce homelessness among  women and children 
through creative strategies and community partnerships, 

resulting in lasting self-sufficiency. 

To provide Hope, Opportunity and Support to women 
and children as they journey from homelessness to 
self-sufficiency. 



 

 

The year 2015 was another dynamic one for Home of the Sparrow (HOS). There were many positive changes for the 
agency, including: 
 

 Welcoming our new executive director Gene Salvadalena after the retirement of John Jones. Gene has transitioned 
very well into this roll and has already had an immediate positive impact on the organization. 

 Expanding our Outreach and Prevention Program to meet higher standards of accepting and handling more calls to 
the agency. We now handle more than 2,000 calls annually. 

 Exploration of options for moving our headquarters to provide space for staff 
and expanded services for clients. 

 Renovation and expansion of our McHenry Transitional Shelter to better serve 
more women and children. 

 Maintaining our diversified funding strategy to avoid dependence on one 
source of income. This has allowed us to weather the storms associated with some 
funding challenges. 
 
Home of the Sparrow staff and Board of Directors are more energized than ever to 
help homeless women and children become self-sufficient. We truly appreciate the 
devotion of everyone involved with our agency, including our generous volunteers 
and supporters. 
 

I am currently completing my two year term as president of 
the Board of Directors, but am still planning to be involved 
with the board. The board continues to plan for the future 
and is looking forward to a great 2016. 
 

Greg Davis 
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Dear Friends of Home of the Sparrow, 

Coming on as the executive director toward the end of the 2015 fiscal year, I witnessed an  
amazing community of supporters working to fulfill Home of the Sparrow’s mission.   

Home of the Sparrow relies on community support for every aspect of its operations. An army of 
hard working volunteers, generous donors, dedicated foundations, government funding and a   
committed staff guided by a devoted volunteer Board of Directors make up an HOS family.     
Together, we assist individuals in achieving self-sufficiency.  

Home of the Sparrow strives to be on the forefront of finding creative solutions in assisting those 
who reach out for help. In the past year, intake staff received more than 2,000 calls asking for 
assistance.  

Staff works with callers to determine the best, most efficient solutions. Some callers are linked with community resources; 
some enter the Outreach and Prevention Program where case managers get involved to mediate solutions. Some of the 
callers may need more comprehensive  services through the transitional shelter program, and some are positioned for 
entry into the agency’s rapid rehousing or affordable housing programs.  

The Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores and Donation Centers continue to support program work. Not only do profits contribute 
to funding of services, but vouchers help clients with their clothing needs and apartment furnishings when they are ready 
for independent living. Home of the Sparrow provides vouchers not only for clients in HOS programs, but also for clients 
of other organizations in the area. Volunteers at the Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores form lasting relationships while helping 
one of the most vulnerable populations in our community— homeless women and children.  

Women come to Home of the Sparrow seeking help for a variety of reasons—death of a spouse, loss of a job, and poor 
health are a few. One of the most common causes is domestic violence. Many come to us with absolutely no resources. 
We welcome them into the HOS family to offer a safe place to live while they rebuild their lives.  

To keep up with what we’re doing, access our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/homeofthesparrowillinois or browse 
through ongoing changes on our website at www.HOSparrow.org. We appreciate your support. 

  

     Gene Salvadalena 

     Executive Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A number of challenging events led to homelessness for 
Janie. First, she lost her full-time job when her company 
downsized. Shortly after, she fell behind on her financial 
obligations, which ended in an eviction from her apartment. 
Just when things seemed like they couldn’t get any worse, 
Janie’s marriage fell apart. 

She, along with her two small children entered Home of the 
Sparrow’s Transitional Shelter. The family was immediately 
assigned a case manager. After assisting Janie with the 

basic needs of her family, case management interventions 
turned to longer term goals, such as finding permanent 
housing, securing reliable transportation, and completing 
an educational program for a new job. Janie pursued all of 
her goals, even in the face of medical issues with her    
children and the birth of a new baby. 

Janie completed classes that were needed for her new job 
as a physical therapist assistant. Then, with the help from 
Home of the Sparrow, she was able to purchase a car. 
Case managers also focused on the medical needs of her 
children and helped Janie develop coping strategies for 
dealing with stress and anxiety.  

With a better outlook on life, Janie knows that she can 
reach the goals she sets for herself. Having participated in 
Incredible Years parenting classes, she learned to set 
boundaries for her children, resulting in increased quality 
family time. She and her children, including a beautiful new 
son, are thriving. 

1997 — The McHenry Shelter is   
expanded to include four more units 
1997 — Winner of Governors Home 
Town Award for the agency's      
volunteerism 
1998 — Opened Cary Sparrow’s 
Nest 
1998 — Opened Arlington Heights 
Sparrow’s Nest 
1998 — Winner of Governors Home 
Town Award for the agency’s       
volunteerism 
1999 — The Choate Ascent Center 
further expands McHenry Shelter 
with a 10—year program 
2000 – Arlington Heights Sparrow’s 
Nest Thrift Store moves to Palatine 
2007 —  The Palatine Shelter is 
transferred to WINGS for better  
program efficiency 
2008 — Woodstock Sparrow’s Nest 
opens 
2008 — The initial discussions occur 
related to the possibilities of        
acquiring agency-owned housing 
units 
2012 -– Acquires 13 units of housing 
from McHenry County and the 
Housing Opportunity Development 
Corporation 
2012 — Algonquin Sparrow’s Nest 
Thrift Store opens 

1985 — A task force is formed to 
address increasing numbers of 
homeless women and children in 
McHenry County 
1986 — McHenry County Interfaith 
Shelter, later renamed Home of the 
Sparrow, applies for 501(c)3 status 
and opens its first shelter in 
McHenry, IL 
1987 — 501(c)3 status is granted. 
Sixteen women and children are 
sheltered 
1991 — Current McHenry Shelter 
site is purchased 
1992 — The agency opens its first 
“Sparrow’s Nest” Thrift Store in 
McHenry, IL 
1992 — Home of the Sparrow helps 
to open the Lake County Haven 
Shelter  
1993 — The Waukegan Road    
Apartments site is purchased 
1994 — Opened Boy’s Shelter in 
Woodstock (Closed 1996) 
1995 — Helped create and open 
Pennsylvania HOS 
1997 — Opened Palatine Shelter 
1997 — Crystal Lake Shelter site is 
purchased 

 

HOPE  OPPORTUNITY  SUPPORT 

2013 — Awarded funding through 
HUD-HOME program, ultimately  
acquiring six additional affordable 
housing units 
2014 — Outreach and Prevention 
Program is started 
2014 — Mundelein Sparrow’s Nest 
opens 
2015 -– The McHenry Shelter is    
expanded to include five additional 
units  

H.O.S.                
TIMELINE 

Home of the Sparrow staffs 
all program, administrative, 
development and retail thrift 
store locations with a total 
of 81 staff, represented by 
42 part-time and 39 full-time  
positions. 

 

JANIE’S    
STORY 

STAFF 



 

 

“I am passionate about 
my role at Home of the 
Sparrow because I know I 
can impact someone’s life 
every single day, whether 
it is someone in the office 
or a woman on the 
streets. Being a volunteer 
really makes you realize 
how small your life and 
problems are, but still 
shows you how big of a 
difference you can make.”  — Nathalia M.                  

HQ Volunteer 

“Working with residents has 
provided me with a lot of joy 
and satisfaction. Consumer 
Credit Counseling Service of 
Northern Illinois has been 

partnering with Home of the 
Sparrow for several years 
now; a few co-workers and  I 
provide monthly budgeting 
workshops for the residents. 
We at CCCS appreciate the 
openness HOS has shown. 
We look forward to further 
continuing our relationship 
with Home of the Sparrow in 
order to provide valuable 
information and support to 
the ones they serve.”  

— Ed B.                               
Educational Program         
Volunteer 

Psi Beta Club of McHenry County College volunteered to power-wash 
and stain two back decks of HOS affordable housing units. In addition, 
they made ornaments for the McHenry Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store ’s 
Holiday Giving Tree. 

Banana Republic associates 
helped at the 2015 Gala held at the 
Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington 
Hills. Several employees from   
Allstate Insurance, Kohl’s, Gap and 
Chase Bank joined them. Their 
help was an essential component 
in success of the event.  

Allstate associates volunteered at 
the Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores on 
multiple occasions. Their help with 
sorting, pricing, and staffing the 
sales floor contributes to profits that 
benefit the agency’s clients.  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Palatine 
brought eight volunteers to landscape and 
plant at an HOS housing unit. This work was 
possible through a grant received by Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church provided by Thrivent 
Financial Foundation. The church applied 
$250 to the landscaping project.  

- FY 2015 - 

VOLUNTEERS 
44,748 

total volunteer hours 

45    987 
group projects           total volunteers 



 

 

TRANSITIONAL SHELTER 
Serving homeless women and their children, Home of the Sparrow’s 
Transitional Shelter provides secure living conditions in a dorm style 
environment and wraparound services that are designed to meet 
clients “where they are” to help them move toward a new beginning 
and a self-sufficient lifestyle. These services may include case  
management, linkages to community resources, assistance with 
career planning, mental health services, and more. An expansion 
added space that now provides nine dorm rooms with access to two 
communal kitchens, shared bathrooms, a child’s play area and  
laundry facilities. There are four two-bedroom individual living units 
to accommodate mothers with adolescent-age boys or with special 
needs. Currently, the shelter can serve 45-51 individuals per night. 
After an average stay of 4.5 months, approximately 85 percent of 
clients exit services into permanent housing.  

During the 2015 fiscal year, as construction was being completed, 
the shelter served 41 women and 48 children.  

TRANSITIONAL  APARTMENTS (TAP) 

Most families coming into the HOS Transitional Shelter Program are 
able to move directly into permanent housing within approximately 
4.5 months. However, some families are ready to move into a more 
independent lifestyle but need extra time to build resources and 
skills prior to moving into housing within the community. TAP       
provides that vital bridge between shelter services and independent 
living. TAP participants generally stay in one of the agency’s three 
apartment units up to a year, receiving all the same services offered 
in the transitional shelter program. While in the program, clients   
continue to pay off utility arrears or repair credit history in order to 
become eligible for signing a rental contract for housing.  

During 2015, this program served 10 women and 18 children. 

RAPID REHOUSING 
Through a grant from the federal Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, HOS is able to 
assist families who have employment but have  
experienced a life-event that has put them into  
financial jeopardy. These families are ready to  
bypass the transitional shelter services and, with 
assistance, enter directly into housing. Home of the 
Sparrow’s supportive services and direct client 
rental assistance is provided for three to nine 
months. Rental assistance provides the client with 
financial resources to enter new housing, such as 
first and last month’s rent and/or security deposits. 
Aftercare services are also provided as needed. 
The goal of this program is to rehouse families and 
individuals into permanent housing within 30 days 
of program entry and to maintain the permanent 
housing at both a six month and  twelve month 
check-in.  
 

During 2015 , HOS assisted 21 families through 
this program, or 61 individuals. 

 
 
 
 

OUTREACH & PREVENTION 
Outreach and Prevention Program staff takes calls 
from homeless or imminently homeless  individuals 
with the goal of stabilizing them in current housing 
or assisting them in finding safer living conditions. 
Home of the Sparrow offers linkages to services 
including emergency assistance with food, health 
care, clothing, and transportation. Additionally,  
linkages are offered for behavioral health services, 
legal assistance, mediation with landlords and 
more. A small pantry stocked with ready to eat 
foods, personal hygiene items, bottled water, first 
aid supplies, underwear and socks is available for 
callers needing immediate assistance.  

During the 2015 fiscal year, HOS served more than 
300 individuals through this program.  



 

 

FY 2015 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

 553 women and children served—41% increase in the  number of 
people served over the prior year 

 83% of the individuals exiting the Transitional Housing Program 
entered permanent housing 

 The average length of stay in shelters was shortened 

 Implemented and completed shelter expansion 

 Property tax exemption achieved 

 Affordable Housing Unit management enhanced 

 Successful piloting and launch of the Outreach and Prevention 
program, exceeding expectations 

 Developed prototype for Education and Employment Program for 
FY 2016 

 Continued using Evidence-Based Practices in therapeutic          
interventions 

 Grant revenue up by 16% over FY’14 

 Increased Facebook “Likes” by 18% 

 Implemented electronic bidding at Gala event  

 Property software installed and being used 

 Website enhancement 

 Number of volunteers at all-time high  

 Conducted several successful events 

 FY2013/14 clean audit 

 Found new Headquarters location 

 Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store received the “Organization of the Year” 
award from the Algonquin– Lake in the Hills Chamber of Commerce 

 Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores were awarded “One of the Best” in the 
business category of Resale/Vintage Clothing and Furniture by the 
Northwest Herald 

 Updated and upgraded agency vehicles 

 Enhanced Logistics capabilities 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Home of the Sparrow’s Affordable Housing     
Program serves individuals whose income is at or 
below 50 percent of the Area Median Income for 
McHenry County. The program offers hope for 
families exiting HOS shelter services and the 
transitional apartment program while they still 
struggle with modest income levels. Families in 
the HOS affordable housing units are eligible for 
continued case management and counseling  
services. Reasonable rents allow the families to 
manage their monthly budgets while getting to 
experience a new sense of self-reliance. 

In 2015, 19 units of housing scattered across the 
county provided stable housing for 27 women and 

50 children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES ACROSS                      
THE PROGRAMS          

 Case management and advocacy support 
 
 Basic needs assistance—clothing, toiletries, 

food, etc. 
 
 Counseling and complex trauma interventions 
 
 Linkages to behavioral health resources  
 
 Career assistance and trauma informed job 

counseling  
 
 Linkages to educational opportunities and 

scholarships 
 
 Financial management training 
 
 Life skills training 
 
 Linkages to community resources 
 
 Parenting classes  

Graph: During the past five years, the agency has seen 
tremendous growth in the number of persons served 
through its programs. 

105 123 
159 

224 

553 

800+ 



 

 

September 2014 — Palatine Store remodeled and the 
entire sales floor was remerchandised to make the 
shopping experience even more enjoyable. 

December 2014 — Holiday Giving Trees at the six 
Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores collected over $7,500 
worth of donations for families in HOS programs. 

January 2015 — In Home of the Sparrow’s name, the 
Algonquin Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store received the  
“Organization of the Year” award from the Algonquin- 
Lake in the Hills Chamber of Commerce. 

April 2015 — Two Logistics trucks were “skinned” to 
complement the current colors and brand of Home of 
the Sparrow.  

May 2015 — The volunteer team at the Palatine Nest 
Thrift Store won the Volunteer Presidential Service 
Award sponsored by Hands on Suburban Chicago. 
The award is based on the number of volunteer hours 
over the course of a year. 

June 2015 — The Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores were 
awarded “One of the Best” in the business category of 
Resale/Vintage Clothing and Furniture by the     
Northwest Herald. This is the fifth year in a row that 
the stores have been recognized in the Annual Best 
of the Fox Reader’s Choice Awards. 

Algonquin | Cary | McHenry | Palatine | Mundelein | Woodstock 

The six stores collectively sold 
$2,387,595 worth of inventory in the 
2015 fiscal year— a 12% increase 
from the 2014 fiscal year.  
 
Using three trucks, the Logistics 
Team logged 1,500 miles a week 
picking up and delivering donated 
items, and helping clients move. This 
translates to 6,500 miles a month, or 
78,000 miles per year. 
 
 
 

In addition to providing vouchers to 
HOS clients, Sparrow’s Nest Thrift 
Store and Donation Centers help   
clients of many area agencies. These 
area agencies include Thresholds, 
Turning Point, DCFS, Pioneer Center, 
McHenry County Workforce, Willow 
Creek Community Church, Senior 
Services, and St. Vincent de Paul.  
 
 
 
 
 

The six Sparrow’s Next Thrift Stores 
recycled 497,000 lbs. of textiles, 
290,000 lbs. of hard goods, and 
35,000 lbs. of tin, brass, aluminum, 
and sheet metal. 
 
1,350 donors used 
www.PickupMyDonation.com, an 
online scheduling tool monitored by 
the logistics team to request a date 
for free furniture pickup.  



 

 

 

Annual Women’s Luncheon 

Home of the Sparrow’s Annual Women’s Luncheon in Crystal 
Lake on March 6, 2015 featured comedian and motivational 
speaker Kelly Swanson. Two-hundred forty women attended 
to support the HOS mission, raising $26,000 in contributions.   

Zombie Run 

Participants in Home of The Sparrow’s Zombie 5k Run/1 Mile 
Walk on Saturday, October 25, 2014 at Emricson Park raised 
nearly $14,000 to support programs. Runners ages 12 and up 
were invited to “Run for their Life” through a spooky Zombie 
Zone.  

Annual Charity Golf Outing 

Gray, rainy skies did not stop 112 golfers from playing nine 
holes on Bull Valley’s celebrated greens on August 25, 2014. 
This annual charity outing raised $36,500 in support of HOS 
programs.  

Gala 

Home of the Sparrow’s annual Gala welcomed 180 guests on 
May 16, 2015 to the Sanfilippo Estate’s Magnificent “Place de 
la Musique.” The evening included the opportunity to explore 
the estate’s world renowned collection of antique machines as 
well as the world’s largest restored pipe organ and a rare, 
spectacular European carousel. Hors d’ oeuvres, an open bar, 
and dinner as well as music were part of this fun evening. At 
the end of the night, HOS supporters contributed $94,000 to 
support HOS programs.  

FHOS Fashion Show 

Friends of Home of the Sparrow hosted a brunch program 
and fashion show on September 10

th
 at the Biltmore Country 

Club in North Barrington. The program, featuring My Best 
Foot Forward stylist Noelle Cellini, attracted more than 100 
attendees and raised over $70,000 in support of Home of the 
Sparrow’s programs. The event included a “Van Donation 
Drive” that resulted in the purchase of a van now being used 
to transport clients to jobs, interviews, educational classes 
and medical appointments. Thank you Friends of Home of 
the Sparrow!   

EVENTS 



 

 

America’s Cardboard Cup Regatta | AptarGroup Charitable Foundation  
Bank of America Charitable Foundation | Blowitz– Ridgeway Foundation | Bufka Foundation  
Carl R. Hendrickson Family Foundation | Clifford and Marjorie Klose Charitable Foundation 

Covidien Cares Program | Ecolab Foundation | ESCO Technologies Foundation  
First Midwest Charitable Foundation | Foglia Family Foundation  

Fred J. Brunner Foundation | Full Circle Family Foundation 
George M. Eisenberg Foundation for Charities | Herr Family Foundation  

 Howard and Geraldine Knaack Foundation | James Huntington Foundation  
Kohl’s Cares Program | McHenry County Community Foundation  

McHenry County Mental Health Resource League | Macy’s District Grants  
Presbyterian Women Thank Grant | Rhoades Foundation | TJX Fund  

US Bank  Foundation | Walmart – Algonquin | Walmart – Rolling Meadows  
Webb Foundation | Willow Creek  Community Church | Willow Springs Foundation  

Women’s Club of Inverness | Woodstock Rotary | United Way  
Zurich American Insurance Company– North America  

 
 

Government Grants 
 Community Development Block Grant Program | Illinois Department of Human Services  

McHenry County HOME Investments | Partnerships Program  
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development  

Emergency Food and Shelter Grant | McHenry County Mental Health Board  
McHenry County ESG 

 
 

Sponsors 
Advocate Good Shepard Hospital | Alchemy Financial Group | Alliant Credit Union Foundation 

American Community Bank & Trust | Barrington Bank & Trust Company | BMO Harris Bank  
Buffalo Wild Wings | Carousel Linen | Fifth Third Bank | Fuhler Properties | Glady’s Choate 

Intren | McHenry County Living | Morgan Bronze Products | Nortwest Herald  
Sage Products, Inc. | Star 105.5 | Steffan’s Jewelers  

 
 

Third Party Event Supporters 
Home of the Sparrow is always appreciative of external groups that support the agency by 

hosting third -party events to fundraise for our programs. Tony V’s Pizza, Human Race 2014, 
McGladery’s Birdies for Love, Charity Chicks, Sage Products and Chicagoland All Wheel 
Show all deserve a huge Thank You for including Home of the Sparrow in their successful 

events. The groups raised a total of $40,880 for Home of the Sparrow programs in FY2015. 

Thank You to Our Supporters 
Only through the financial backing of investors in the mission “To provide Hope, Opportunity, and Support 
that empowers women and children as they journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency” can Home of the 
Sparrow continue to enhance the quality of life in the McHenry County community.  Programs are funded 

through foundation, government, and corporate grants, as well as through individual donations and events 
supported by ever-increasing volunteer efforts. On behalf of the women and children served, Home of the 

Sparrow extends heartfelt appreciation for financial support during the 2015 fiscal year.  



 

 

Unrestricted

Temporarily

Restricted Total

Revenues, Gains and Other Support:

     Donations 141,449$                 21,214$                   162,663$                 

     Grants

          Governmental 506,679 1,000 507,679

          Private 220,500 24,620 245,120

     United Way allocations 32,480                         - 32,480

     Sparrow's Nest 2,420,851 - 2,420,851

     Special events, net of expenses of -

          $65,360 and $78,346, respectively 660,805 - 660,805

     Program income 121,203 - 121,203

     Interest income 16,013 - 16,013

     In-kind donations 126,426 - 126,426

     Miscellaneous income 6,280 - 6,280

     Gain/(loss) on investment (3,678) - (3,678)

     Gain/(loss) on sale of assets - - -

Net assets released from restrictions 99,720 (99,720) -

     Total Revenues, Gains, and Other Support 4,348,728 (52,886) 4,295,842

Expenses

     Program expenses 3,627,748 - 3,627,748

     General and administrative 65,252 - 65,252

     Fundraising expenses 370,894 - 370,894

          Total expenses 4,063,894 - 4,063,894

Change in Net Assets 284,834 (52,886) 231,948

Net Assets - Beginning of Year 3,377,101 285,857 3,662,958

Net Assets - End of Year 3,661,935$              232,971$                 3,894,906$              

2015

Home of the Sparrow, Inc.

Statements of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

For the Year Ended in June 30, 2015

Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets  

For the Year Ended June 30, 2015 

FINANCIALS 



 

 

4209 W. SHAMROCK LN. UNIT B 
MCHENRY, ILLINOIS 60050 
 
815.271.5444 
www.HOSparrow.org 

Home of the Sparrow serves homeless women and children 
in Northern Illinois. The organization’s transitional shelter, 
transitional apartments and affordable housing units are 
scattered across McHenry County. Four of the six Sparrow’s 
Nest Thrift Store and Donation Centers are located in the 
county, with one being in Lake County and another in Cook. 


