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To reduce homelessness among  women and children 
through creative strategies and community partnerships, 

resulting in lasting self-sufficiency. 

To provide Hope, Opportunity and Support to women 
and children as they journey from homelessness to 
self-sufficiency. 

Dear Friends of Home of the Sparrow, 

 

As Home of the Sparrow celebrates its 30th anniversary this year, I reflect on the outstanding staff,    

volunteers, donors, and community groups invested in the mission to provide hope,  opportunity and 

support to women and children as they journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency.  

This amazing team includes a talented, compassionate, and dedicated staff, and more than 800 devoted volunteers. Volunteers provide 

a solid foundation, including a Board of Directors who guide the direction of the agency. Other volunteers speak at community events 

about the urgency and importance of our work, ensure that our properties are well maintained, merchandize donations at our Sparrow 

Nest Stores, read in our child care/book buddy programs, assist at headquarters, and support our special events and fundraising efforts.  

Volunteers are the cornerstone of the agency. They started the agency in 1987, defined the mission, and continue to be integral to every 

aspect of the agency.  

The reality of homelessness in our community first came to light in the mid-1980s when an interfaith council met to discuss solutions for 

a handful of women and their children. Due to their efforts, HOS opened the doors to its first shelter in 1986, and in 1987 received non-

profit status as a 501c3 organization.  Last year, the agency served more than 800 individuals through housing and homelessness        

prevention programs.  

Approximately 75 percent of HOS clients have domestic violence in their background, and up to 65 percent of Shelter Program residents 

can be children at any given time. Case managers and counselors are trained in providing trauma-informed care and utilize evidence-

based and time-tested practices in provision of services.  

Home of the Sparrow continues to be a strong provider of services in our community. Almost daily, I meet someone with a past or      

current connection to our work. They tell me stories about how the agency helped them, or how they got involved to help others. It is 

these moments that anchor me in my work.  

Thank you all who have been a part of Home of the Sparrow’s rich history, and welcome to those who want to be a part of the agency’s 

future.  

     Gene Salvadalena 

         Executive Director 



 

 

As I reflect on my final year on the Board of Directors, I look with amazement at the 

growth that Home of the Sparrow has accomplished over the past 6 years.  I’ve served with 

many qualified and dedicated Board members, all who had a part in making that possible.  But 

I would also like to recognize the many staff and volunteers of Home of the Sparrow that work 

daily to make sure goods and services are provided to the many women and children that 

need our support.  Like many nonprofits, Home of the Sparrow operates on a very tight    

budget to ensure that as much financial resources are directed to our clients as possible. Our 

staff live out the mission of Home of the Sparrow without expecting a big paycheck, they do it 

because they love helping our clients.  I would like to thank all of them for their dedication 

and passion.  They continue to inspire me to stay involved and will make it hard for me to say goodbye to the Board this 

fall. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining the organization as a Board member, we would love to hear from you.  Last 

month, during our annual strategic planning meeting, the Board made a decision to look inward and start the planning 

process of evolving the Board to meet the needs of the Agency. Our goal is to make it easier for community leaders and 

other qualified individuals to get involved with the Board, by accommodating those who would like to help, but may 

have limited time or are otherwise constrained by distance, work, family, or other challenges.  In the next few months, 

we expect to introduce this new model and hope to attract some additional talent for the Board.  If you are interested in 

joining us, please contact the Home of the Sparrow office and ask for our Executive Director, Gene Salvadalena, or Vice 

President of Development, Debbie DeGraw.   

Thank you again, everyone, for your support.  Because of you, Home of the Sparrow will continue to thrive! 

 

Scott Smith 

President of the Board of Directors 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Scott L. Smith, PE, J.D. – President 

Dr. Justin Gent—Vice President 

Joel Zarnstorff—Treasurer 

Jeremy Krick – Secretary 

Jon Stickney 

Elizabeth Egel 

Eileen Milano 

Jan Bevilacqua 

Gregory T. Davis 

Lauren Miller 

Mary Frances Cox 

Patrick Coen—Member Emeritus 

Tess Reinhard 

Patti Latzke 

Home of the Sparrow staffs all program, administrative, 

development and retail thrift store locations through 51 

part-time and 40 full-time employees.   

Home of the Sparrow is fortunate to have a loyal and 

dedicated volunteer base.   

More than 800 volunteers provide a wide variety of    

services to the organization on an annual basis, including 

board membership, thrift store staffing, and program         

services as well as assistance with administrative and 

fund raising efforts.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith called Home of the Sparrow in the spring of 
2017. She was concerned because she was currently 
at a temporary homeless shelter in the area and had a 
significant mental health diagnosis that contributed to 
her unfortunate situation. Faith had lost custody of 
her child due to her living situation.  

Home of the Sparrow’s Outreach and Prevention   
program helped to address her mental health          
concerns through referrals to proper sources.  Within 
11 days, she went from imagining what it would be 
like to have a stable living environment to having a 
new place of her own.  

Home of the Sparrow searched for places on her     
behalf, contacted properties to be sure they fit her 
criteria, and provided her with the vital information 
she needed to move forward.  

Faith is now in her new housing, has been able to be 
with her son again, and has plans to obtain partial   
custody.   She is thankful for  permanent housing and 
to Home of the  Sparrow for helping her secure a 
more hopeful future.   

HOPE  OPPORTUNITY  SUPPORT 
HOS TIMELINE 

FAITH’S    
STORY 

1985 – A task force is formed to ad-
dress the increasing numbers of 
homeless women and children in 
McHenry County 
1986 – The McHenry County Interfaith 
Shelter, later renamed Home of the 
Sparrow, applies for 501(c)3 status 
and opens its first rented shelter in 
McHenry, IL 
1987 – 501(c)3 status is granted. Six-
teen women and children are shel-
tered 
1991 – Current McHenry Shelter site is 
purchased 
1992 – The agency opens its first 
“Sparrow’s Nest” Thrift Store in 
McHenry, IL 
1992 – Home of the Sparrow helps to 
open the Lake County Haven Shelter 
1993 – Waukegan Road Apartments 
site is purchased 
1994 – Opened Boy’s Shelter in Wood-
stock (Closed 1996) 
1995 – Helped create and open Penn-
sylvania Home of the Sparrow 
1997 – Opened Palatine Shelter 
 

1997 – Crystal Lake Shelter site is 
purchased 
1997 – McHenry Shelter is expanded 
to include 4 additional shelter units 
1997 – Winner of Governors Home 
Town Award for volunteerism 
1998 – Opened Cary Sparrow’s Nest 
1998 – Opened Arlington Heights 
Sparrow’s Nest 
1998 – Winner of Governors Home 
Town Award for volunteerism 
1999 – Choate Ascent Center further 
expands McHenry Shelter with a 10-
year program 
2000 – Arlington Heights Sparrow’s 
Nest moves to Palatine 
2007 – Palatine Shelter transferred 
to WINGS for program efficiency 
2008 – Woodstock Sparrow’s Nest 
opens 
2008 – Initial discussions occur     
related to the potential acquisition 
of agency-owned housing units 
2012 – Home of the Sparrow        
acquires 13 units of housing from 
McHenry County and the Housing 
Opportunity Development Corp. 
2012 – Algonquin Sparrow’s Nest 
opens 
 

2013 – Awarded funding through 
the HUD-HOME program, ultimately 
acquiring 6 additional affordable 
housing units 
2014 – The Outreach and             
Prevention Program is started 
2014 – Mundelein Sparrow’s Nest 
opens 
2015 – McHenry Shelter expansion 
for 5 additional units 
2015 – Downsize and remodel    
Algonquin Nest 
2016 – Added 19th and 
20th Affordable Housing unit 
2016 – Education and Employment 
Program is piloted 
2016 – Moved Headquarters Office 
to new location 
2016 – Mundelein Sparrow’s Nest 
expansion 
2016 – Cary Sparrow’s Nest         
furniture showroom renovation 
2016 – Sold Crystal Lake Shelter 
2016 – Awarded “Nonprofit of the 
Year” by Shaw Media 
2016 – Expanded McHenry Shelter 
parking lot 
2017 – Added 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th 
and 25th Affordable Housing units 



 

 

- FY 2015 - 

THANK YOU  TO OUR GRANT FUNDERS 
With your support, Home of the Sparrow can continue to enhance the quality of life in 
the communities we serve in a more successful and meaningful way.  Major portions of 
our funding arrive in the way of foundation, government and corporate grants.  Funding 
received from these sources are used for general operations, direct client services and 
support, affordable housing and rapid rehousing. 
 
Home of the Sparrow would like to thank the organizations that have provided funding 
over the past year.  
 
 

Amazon Smile Foundation 

American Endowment Foundation 

America's Cardboard Cup  
Foundation 
 

AptarGroup Charitable  
Foundation 
 
Bank of America 
 
Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation 

Buckeye Foundation 

Carl R Hendrickson Foundation 
 

Ecolab Foundation 
 
Enbridge  

ESCO Technologies Foundation 
 

First Midwest Charitable Foundation 
 
Foglia Family Foundation  
 

Fred J. Brunner Foundation 
 
Full Circle Family Fund 

GAP Foundation 

George M. Eisenberg Foundation 
 
Lake in the Hills Rotary  
 
McHenry County Community Foundation 
 

Mental Health Resource League 
 

Mills Family Charitable Foundation 
 

RSM US Foundation 
 

St. Anne Catholic Community Hope Ministry 
 

The Allstate Foundation 
 

The TJX Foundation, Inc. 
 
United Way 
 

US Bank Foundation 
 

Weiler Family Foundation 
 
Willow Creek Community Church 
 
Willow Springs Foundation  
 
Women’s Club of Inverness 
 
Woodstock Rotary 

Woodward Governor Company  

Yellow-Crowned Foundation 



 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

417  Number of  Individual Volunteers with Hours 

54,467 Number of Individual Volunteer Hours 

639 Number of Group Volunteers 

2,359 Number of Group Volunteer Hours 

92 Number of Group Projects 

1,056 Total Number of Volunteers 

56,826 Total Volunteer Hours 

“I feel that volunteer work is necessary to 

complete my life’s spiritual journey and at 

the same time lending a helping hand 

where needed.  At Home of the Sparrow 

it’s been a rewarding experience to feel 

like I’m helping the organization (in some 

small way) to fulfill their mission.”  

 

– Kathy Mack, HQ Volunteer 

“Home of the Sparrow’s mission to 

provide “Hope, Opportunity and    

Support” is my mission in life.  I am 

blessed to have the life I have and so 

to give my time to help women and 

children, is the least I can do.  It is a 

good feeling to be able to give back to 

others.” 

- Julie Ciszek, Allstate Group Volunteer 



 

 

VOLUNTEER GROUPS 
Allstate 

Bernotas Middle School Crystal Lake 7th Grade Language Arts/

Social Studies Classes 

Central High School NHS 

Charity Sewing 

JP Morgan Chase 

Deer Path Middle School (Lake Forest/Lake Bluff) 

Evangelical Free Church of McHenry  

First Congregational Church Crystal Lake  

First Midwest Bank 

First United Methodist-Crystal Lake  

FUMC/Judson University  

Grace Lutheran Church 

Hannah Beardsley Middle School  

Hickey Financial Group-Allstate 

Kohl’s-Arlington Heights 

MCC Psi Beta Club 
Medela 

Men’s Small Group St. Catherine of St. Mary 

Morgan Stanley 

North Shore Corvette Club 

Old Navy-Algonquin 

Ortho Molecular Products 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Lake Zurich Pioneer Center 

PolyOne 

Prairie Grove M.S. Students Prairie Ridge NHS 

Psi Beta Club 

Quest Academy 

RSM 

St. Paul’s Crystal Lake 

Sun City Lions Club 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran-Harvard  

Zurich Insurance 



 

 

TRANSITIONAL SHELTER 

Serving homeless women and their children, Home of the Sparrow’s 
Transitional Shelter provides secure living conditions in a dorm style 
environment and wraparound services that are designed to meet 
clients “where they are” to help them move toward a new           
beginning and a self-sufficient lifestyle. These services may include 
case  management, linkages to community resources, assistance 
with career planning, mental health services, and more. The shelter 
provides nine dorm style rooms with access to two communal kitch-
ens, shared bathrooms, a child’s play area and  laundry facilities. 
There are four two-bedroom individual living units to accommodate 
mothers with adolescent-age boys or children with special needs. 
Currently, the shelter can serve 45 individuals per night. After an 
average stay of 4.5 months, approximately 90 percent of clients exit 
services into permanent housing.  

During the 2017 fiscal year, the shelter served 44 women and 58 
children 

SUBSIDIZED APARTMENTS (SAP) 

Most families coming into the HOS Subsidized Shelter Program are 
able to move directly into permanent housing within approximately 
4.5 months. However, some families are ready to move into a more 
independent lifestyle but need extra time to build resources and 
skills prior to moving into housing within the community. SAP       
provides that vital bridge between shelter services and independent 
living. SAP participants generally stay in one of the agency’s three 
apartment units up to a year, receiving all the same services offered 
in the subsidized shelter program. While in the program, clients   
continue to pay off utility arrears or repair credit history in order to 
become eligible for signing a rental contract for housing.  

During 2017, this program served 6 women and 5 children. 

RAPID REHOUSING 

Through a grant from the Federal Department of   
Housing and Urban Development, HOS is able to assist 
families who have employment but have  experienced 
a life-event that has put them into  financial jeopardy. 
These families are ready to  bypass the transitional 
shelter services and, with assistance, enter directly into     
housing. Home of the Sparrow’s supportive services 
and direct client rental assistance is provided for three 
to nine months. Rental assistance provides the client 
with financial resources to enter new housing, such as 
first and last month’s rent and/or security deposits. 
Aftercare services are also provided as needed. The 
goal of this program is to rehouse families and          
individuals into permanent housing within 30 days of 
program entry and to maintain the permanent housing 
at both a six month and  twelve month check-in.  
 
During 2017 , HOS assisted 81 individuals. (27 women, 

51 children and 3 men) 
 
 
 

 

OUTREACH & PREVENTION 
Outreach and Prevention Program staff takes calls from 
homeless or imminently homeless  individuals with the 
goal of stabilizing them in current housing or assisting 
them in finding safer living conditions. Home of the 
Sparrow offers linkages to services including          
emergency assistance with food, health care, clothing, 
and transportation. Additionally,  linkages are offered for 
behavioral health services, legal assistance, mediation 
with landlords and more. A small pantry stocked with 
ready to eat foods, personal hygiene items, bottled   
water, first aid supplies, underwear and socks is     
available for callers needing immediate assistance.  

During the 2017 fiscal year, HOS served 459 individuals 
through this program.  



 

 

Fiscal year 2017 Accomplishments 

 

 Increased focus on analytics to drive efficiencies & 
       effectiveness 
 
 Web based client record system – lead agency for 

MHB funded collaborative  
 
 Acquired 4 new Affordable Housing Units with       

secured Home Funds 
 
 Streamlined asset management process 
 
 Conducted several successful fundraising events 
 
 Clean fiscal and program audits 
 
 Finalized lease and build-out requirements for 7th 

Nest Store 
 
 Increased stores revenue from prior year and      

acquired a 4th box truck for the Logistics               
department to be able to make more pick up and 
deliveries.   

 
 Crystal Lake Shelter sale to another non-profit,   

Refuge for Women 
 
 Welcomed a new Vice President of Program        

Services with an extensive background in program 
management.   We also welcomed a new Human 
Resources  professional to the team 

 
 Completed expansion project at Mundelein Nest  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Home of the Sparrow’s Affordable Housing     
Program serves individuals whose income is at or 
below 50 percent of the Area Median Income for 
McHenry County. The program offers hope for 
families exiting HOS shelter services and the   
subsidized apartment program while they still 
struggle with modest income levels. Families in 
the HOS affordable housing units are eligible for 
continued case management and counseling  
services. Reasonable rents allow the families to 
manage their monthly budgets while getting to 
experience a new sense of self-reliance. 

In 2017, 23 units of housing scattered across the 
county provided stable housing for 28 women 

and 49 children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES ACROSS THE PROGRAMS 

 Case management and advocacy support 
 
 Basic needs assistance—clothing, toiletries, 

food, etc. 
 
 Counseling and complex trauma interven-

tions 
 
 Linkages to behavioral health resources  
 
 Career assistance and trauma informed job 

counseling  
 
 Linkages to educational opportunities and 

scholarships 
 
 Financial management training 
 
 Life skills training 

90% 
Of individuals exiting transitional settings       

entered permanent housing 



 

 

 

The Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store and Donation Center’s 

purpose is to support the mission of Home of the 

Sparrow.  Net proceeds from the six stores are used to 

support the women and children in Home of the   

Sparrow’s transitional housing program.     

 

With the exception of mattresses and box springs,    

everything  sold in the stores is donated.  Donations 

are accepted at all stores.   

 

The stores provide unrestricted income and daily cash 

flow for Home of the Sparrow  transactions and they 

are a zero cost provider of clothing, furniture and 

housewares to Home of the Sparrow clients and cli-

ents of neighboring agencies.   

 

 

 

 

 

Resale Store Quick Facts:  

 Six Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores support Home of the 
Sparrow operations 

 
 Two Nest Stores have an attached 2500 plus sq. ft.   

distribution storage facility  
 
 100,000 sq. ft. of total space is devoted to the retail 

operation  
 
 Almost 20,000 register transactions takes places each 

month across all stores 
 

 Four box trucks provide an average of 330 free         
furniture pick-ups each month 

 

 Recycling has grown to more than 825,000 pounds of 
textiles (clothes, shoes, belts, purses) and 650,000 
pounds of hard goods (housewares, books, toys, home 
décor) annually 

 
 More than 175 vouchers are issued annually to neigh-

boring not-for-profit agencies to help their clients. Pri-
mary  recipients are: Pioneer/Pads, Thresholds, Turning 
Point, TLS, McHenry County Housing Authority, Willow 
Creek, St. Vincent de Paul, Salvation Army, Mother’s 
Trust Foundation  

 
 More than 50 store vouchers are issued annually to 

Home of the Sparrow clients 

Algonquin | Cary | McHenry | Palatine | Mundelein | Woodstock 

 

SPARROW’S NEST 

THRIFT STORES 

In FY2017, the stores produced 

$2.733M in income, exceeding 

last year by $186,000.  



 

 

Home of the Sparrow “Pearls of Wisdom”               

Women’s Luncheon 

On Friday, February 24th, over 200 women in the community 

came together at Boulder Ridge Country Club to hear our 

wonderful and charismatic speaker, Carla Harris.  Carla spoke 

about her "Pearls of Wisdom" based on her first book 'Carla's 

Pearls'.  Carla is a Vice Chairman, Wealth Management,   

Managing Director and Senior Client Advisor at Morgan  

Stanley. She inspired our audience and offered insights on 

topics   covering all aspects of life.  The event raised more 

than $25,000 in support of HOS programs and services. 

Thank you to all of our sponsors, donors and supporters for 

making this event such a huge success!  

Birdies, Brats and Beer Oktoberfest Golf Outing  

Home of the Sparrow welcomed more than 100 golfers that 

came out to Bull Valley Golf Club for our Birdies, Brats and 

Beer Oktoberfest Golf Outing on Monday, September 19th, 

2016.  The Oktoberfest themed day  included a grill out 

lunch, beer tastings at select holes, warm pretzels served to 

golfers on course, silent auction, dinner, prizes and awards.  

The winning foursome, Alchemy Financial, went home with 

the traveling trophy for the year.   The event exceeded 

$45,000 in support of HOS programs and services.  

30th Anniversary Gala  

Home of the Sparrow’s Annual Gala took place on Saturday, 

April 29th, 2017 at the exquisite Sanfilippo Estate in Barring-

ton Hills in recognition of our 30th Anniversary!  Our largest 

annual fundraising event honored our past, recognized our 

present and projected the future growth of helping more 

women and children in need.   

Guests enjoyed an organ concert in the mansion by famous 

organist, R. Jelani Eddington as well as self-guided 

tours.  Attendees placed bids on silent and live auctions,   

enjoyed a delicious dinner, and heard from two HOS guest 

speakers as they told their stories of courage and gratitude 

towards the organization.  The event raised over $90,000 in 

support of HOS programs and services. 

EVENTS 



 

 

Third Party Event 
Supporters 

Home of the Sparrow would like to express their 

appreciation for the efforts of other organizations 

and businesses that held benefit events to raise 

funds and awareness for our programs and services. 

The FY2017 events and supporters include:  

 Camaro Car Show held by Illinois Camaro Club  
 Chicagoland All Wheels car show held by BGV 

Motorsports 
 Bug Spray for Women by Avon 
 Lake County Fair Beer Garden  
 Folk Rock Jam Night held by CARSS 
 My Sister's Dress  
 Birdies Fore Love held by RSM US LLP 
 Human Race 5k Run/Walk held by Volunteer  

Center McHenry County 
 Fair Diddley hosted by the Mental Health         

Resource League 
 Fall Diddley hosted by the Mental Health          

Resource League 
 Lake Barrington Shores hosted a Golf Outing 
 

Each of these groups and events show a strong 

community effort, from the planning and organizing 

to gathering volunteers and attendees.  Home of 

the Sparrow is grateful for everyone that was part 

of the efforts.    

Thank You to Our Supporters 
 

Only through the financial backing of investors in the mission “To provide Hope, Opportunity, and Support 
that empowers women and children as they journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency” can Home of the 

Sparrow continue to enhance the quality of life in the McHenry County community.  Programs are funded 
through foundation, government, and corporate grants, as well as through individual donations and events 
supported by ever-increasing volunteer efforts. On behalf of the women and children served, Home of the 

Sparrow extends heartfelt appreciation for financial support during the 2017 fiscal year.  

Sponsors 

Home of the Sparrow’s Events could not be as successful as 

they are without the generous support from our sponsors: 

 

 4Oaks Wealth            

Management 

 Advocate Good Shep-

herd Hospital 

 Alliant Credit Union  

 Anna and Stan         

Pokrywiecki 

 Aptar 

 B & Z Electrical  

 BCU 

 Buffalo Wild Wings 

 BMO Harris Bank 

 Centegra 

 First Midwest Bank 

 Gladys Choate 

 Home State Bank 

 Jensen’s Plumbing and 

Heating 

 Morgan Stanley 

 NEIS Insurance 

 Ron and Linda Bykowski 

 Rosen Hyundai 

 Rotary Club of McHenry 

 RSM US LLP 

 RustOleum Brands 

 Salon MACKK 

 Stans LPS Midwest 

 Steffan’s Jewelers 



 

 

FINANCIALS 
Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets  

For the Year Ended June 30, 2017 
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