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************************************* 
 

The most important asset we have at Home of 
the Sparrow is  our volunteers.  We have over 
one thousand volunteers, and we are grateful 
for each and every one!  Without them, we 
would not succeed in our mission. 
 

People who choose to volunteer at Home of 
the Sparrow often find that their hearts are 
moved for the women and children whom we 
serve.  But unless a volunteer is assigned to 
help directly in the shelter, it can be easy to 
feel disconnected.  For that reason, the next 
few newsletters will contain stories of women 
who have been touched by our organization.   
 

The following  is a story that was shared with 
me by Marie.  Marie ultimately avoided home-
lessness, but benefited from our outreach    
office. She gave me permission to write the   
following piece on her behalf, based on details 
from her life. 

 

************************************ 

“Mommy, I don’t want to be evicted!  I don’t 
want to live on the street!”  
 

These were the frightened words uttered by  
Marie’s ten-year-old daughter, just before she 
ran to her room in tears.   Unbeknownst to  
Marie, her daughter had just overheard a con-
versation between herself and a friend, during 
which Marie had expressed growing fears 
about her financial situation. 
 

Immobilized, Marie stood still for a moment 
before going after her daughter, the phone 
dangling silently in her hands.  The winter sun 
that came into the room offered her little 
warmth as she reflected on her situation. 
 

Marie was facing huge lawyer fees, a rent pay-
ment that she could no longer afford, more 
consumer debt than she’d ever had, and a 
bank account that was dwindling perilously 
low.  She had a good job; but without help, 
there was not enough income to meet her   
regular obligations—let alone dig out of the 
financial hole she now found herself in. 

 

 

Marie went upstairs to reassure her daughter, 
who was already fast asleep.  But Marie lay 
awake for hours, sick with worry.   She just 
could not believe that this was her life!  She 
had been working since she was 15 years old, 
and even had an advanced degree!   Only a few 
months earlier, she had owned a house, had 
plenty of money in savings, and carried zero 
consumer debt.  Now on the brink of divorce, 
Marie was weeks away from being evicted.    
 

She had to come up with a plan, and fast. 
 

One of the first things Marie did was to reach 
out for help at Home of the Sparrow.  She    
connected with someone from the Outreach 
Department, who was very kind, and referred 
her to valuable resources like Consumer Credit 
Counseling Services, legal aid, and more. 
 

As it turned out, Marie did not need any       
additional help.  She was offered an apartment 
owned by a family member, and (thanks to the 
resources our Outreach Department had 
helped her find) things eventually stabilized.  
Marie says that she will never forgot how    
desperate she felt during those dark days.  But 
she will also never forget how comforting it 
was to know that the people at Home of the 
Sparrow were there to help her. 
 

 

********************************** 
 

At Home of the Sparrow, we offer a way up 
and a way out.  As the above story suggests, 
we are often able to actively intervene before a 
woman (and her children) ever even become 
homeless.  And for those who do slip over the 
edge, we reach into the abyss to pull them out.   
 

We are only able to do this work because of 
people like you who offer your time and      
talents.   So thank you.  Thank you for every-
thing that you do to partner with us in provid-
ing hope, opportunity and support to the 
women and children who we serve.   We are all 
in this together!  
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Prom is coming!  This year, don’t waste time and money running from store to store only 

to pay full price for a dress your daughter will only wear once or twice.  Instead, bring 

her to My Sister’s Dress:  A program designed to make Prom affordable for everyone.  

 

Spread the word!  Donate your own beautiful dresses (and accessories),  volunteer, and 

purchase a dress for yourself, your daughter, or a friend!   
 

(All proceeds benefit HOS) 
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https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/CrystalLake/McHenryCountyHumanRace
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Pictured here is a lovely group of Moms and daughters from the Barrington Service 

League who snuck in one Saturday morning to help wrap presents for the women in our 

Shelter.  Ladies, you made the morning super fun and productive!  
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Students from Marian Central National Honor Society 

volunteered with Home  of the Sparrow to paint one of our 

Affordable Housing Units.  Thanks for all of your hard work!  

The space looks really nice! 
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On December 14th, the Stryker Sage Finance Department painted our shelter.  We are 

always happy to see our friends from Stryker, and the Shelter turned out great! 
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Sometimes, we have large volunteer groups come in and help us with bigger 
projects.  Pictured here are volunteers from the Russian Orthodox Church outside 
of Russia who were on retreat in Chicago.  They selected us as their service site for 
the day, and we were thrilled to have them.  Volunteers sorted supplies, painted, 
and did some repairs for us.  Way to go!. 
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For Martin Luther King Jr. Day, McHenry County College coordinated a day of service.  We 
were the fortunate recipients of their efforts for the second year in a row!    

 

Pictured above is the group of who came in to help this year.  They did some inventory 
counts for us , which was both helpful and fun!  Thanks guys! 
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Visit any of our stores to see what Lucky spring items you might find! 

Looks like the Algonquin 
Nest Store may already have 
had a visit from Good ole’ 
Peter  Cottontail!   
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Algonquin Nest Store 

Algonquin Nest Store volunteers got together for their own celebration at the end of the 
year.  It’s great to see them all having such a good time together!   
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Third Lake Nest Volunteers 

Hey—Remember when Santa and Mrs. Clause came 
to visit the Third Lake Store?  That was pretty cool!  
Rumor has it that he also visited some other Nest 
Stores, but he must have been too quick for pictures! 

Thanks for all your hard work, Santa!  You and Mrs. Clause 
look like you might be ready for a long winter’s nap 

yourself! 



 

 

Like us on 

Facebook! 

 

 

Follow us on    

Twitter! 

 

 

 

Check us out  

on YouTube! 
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Summary of  Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Event  Volunteers 
WE NEED YOU!!! 

Our Event Volunteers serve as much or as little as they like:  They might help with 
publicity, set up, clean up, serving, and more.  Here are our upcoming events: 

  
My Sister’s Dress:  Saturday, March 8, 2019 (set up Friday, March 7th) 

Hope for the Homeless Comedy Benefit:  Friday, April 12, 2019 
Human Race 5k Walk Run: Sunday, April 28, 2019 
Spring Women’s Luncheon Friday, May 10, 2019 

Fair Diddley:  May 19, 2019 
Birdies, Brats and Beer Oktoberfest Charity Golf Outing: Mon, Sept. 16, 2019   

 
 

 
 

Child Mentoring Program Volunteers 
While the women are in class, we also strive to provide meaningful experiences for  
the children in our program  For that reason, we are looking for regular volunteers 
who would be interested in serving on Tuesday and/or Thursday evenings from    

6:00 - 7:30pm.    Volunteers help out on a rotating basis, and activities are provided. 
  

Life Skill or Educational Volunteers 
The women in our shelter benefit from the knowledge and experiences  of our volun-

teers. Volunteers offer sessions on parenting, budgeting, financial planning, resume 
writing, interviewing skills, health and wellness, cooking classes and more.   Do you 

have a special skill or talent that would be interesting or helpful?   

We would love to talk to you about it! 
 

Sparrow’s Nest Store Volunteers 
Did you know that all of the net proceeds from our seven Sparrow’s Nest Thrift 

Stores stay right here in our community?   As you can imagine, the Nest Stores are 
essential to Home of the Sparrow’s mission, and they are staffed by 95% volunteers!   

These volunteers have a wonderful time together, and you could be one of them! 

 

For more information about any of these volunteer opportunities, please contact                          
Elizabeth Smith,  Development Coordinator at                                                            

esmith@hosparrow.org or 815-271-5444.  

Follow us on 

Instagram! 

https://www.facebook.com/homeofthesparrowillinois?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/TheSparrowsSong
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPD281vUElITdmBL4e8qyFQ
https://www.hosparrow.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-3494491
https://instagram.com/p/BbhbEsjg07q/
https://www.hosparrow.org/
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Thank you. 

 

Thank you for sharing your time and talents to serve 

alongside the rest of us at Home of the Sparrow—in all 

the ways that we see, and all the ways that we don’t. 

  

Spring has arrived for this sweet sparrow 


