
 

 

Like us on 

Facebook! 

 

 

Follow us on    

Twitter! 

 

 

 

Check us out  

on YouTube! 

Summary of  Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Event  Volunteers 
WE NEED YOU!!! 

Our Event Volunteers serve as much or as little as they like:  They might help with publici-
ty, set up, clean up, serving, and more.   

 
It may be hard to believe, but we are already beginning to look towards our fall golf outing.  
There will be some other 3rd party events popping up, but for now, mark your calendar to 

help out at our annual  
Birdies, Brats and Beer Oktoberfest Charity Golf Outing: Mon, Sept. 16, 2019   

 

  

Life Skill or Educational Volunteers 
The women in our shelter benefit from the knowledge and experiences  of our volunteers. 
Volunteers offer sessions on parenting, budgeting, financial planning, resume writing, inter-
viewing skills, health and wellness, cooking classes and more.   Do you have a special skill 
or talent that would be interesting or helpful?                               We would love to talk to 

you about it! 
 

Community Threads & Sparrow’s Nest Store Volunteers 
Did you know that all of the net proceeds from Home of the Sparrow Thrift Stores stay 

right here in our community?   As you can imagine, the stores are essential to Home of the 
Sparrow’s mission, and they are staffed by 95% volunteers!   These volunteers have a won-

derful time together, and you could be one of them.  See more info on page 3 about    
Community Threads! 

 

Headquarters Volunteers 
If you are organized, reliable, dependable, personable, and have good office skills, we could 
use your help!  Duties might include greeting guests; answering phones/transferring calls; 
data entry; documenting donations; filling orders for our shelter women; and other various 
tasks that help our office to run smoothly as we partner together to achieve our mission. 

 
For more information about any of these volunteer opportunities, please contact                          

Michelle Lusmann, Volunteer Program Manager at                                                            
mlusmann@hosparrow.org or 815-271-5444.  

Follow us on 

Instagram! 
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https://www.facebook.com/homeofthesparrowillinois?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/TheSparrowsSong
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPD281vUElITdmBL4e8qyFQ
https://www.hosparrow.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-3494491
https://instagram.com/p/BbhbEsjg07q/
https://www.hosparrow.org/
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Below is the story of a young woman who needed and re-

ceived help from Home of the Sparrow at a time when her 

options were limited.  It is women and children like Selena 

and her son that you help every day by giving of your time.  

Thank you! 
 

“I’m sorry.  We have to let you go.”  Her manager’s 

words hit Selena like ice water.  Oh no! Not again! 
 

Selena drove home in a daze.  She didn’t even want 

to think about where she was going to find another 

job.  It had taken her too long to find this one, and 

now she’d lost it after just a few weeks.  Perhaps her 

parents were right.  Perhaps she was just a mess and 

would never amount to anything. 
   

Riddled with near-crippling anxiety, Selena had       

always found it difficult to find and keep a job.        

Despite having obtained a college degree, she simply 

wasn’t very marketable.  Her work history was sparse.  

She had no resume.  And she lacked the self         

confidence needed to convince employers in the    

interview that she was the best candidate for the job.  
 

Selena shook her head and tried to focus.  Her first 

task was going to be to tell her parents, with whom 

she and her 1-year old son Tommy were currently   

living.  Selena knew that she was already at risk for 

overstaying her welcome with her parents because 

they themselves were living paycheck to paycheck 

and were on a very tight budget to make ends meet.  

How would her parents receive the news of her latest 

firing?    
 

As it turned out, her parents were more  supportive 

than Selena had expected but they also expressed 

that they couldn’t support her for much longer or else 

they too would find themselves in a tough situation 

with money so tight.  Although they were disappointed 

and frustrated,  they were willing to let her continue to 

stay there for a while longer.  But she knew that she 

was on borrowed time. 
 

The following few days were a blur.  Selena did her 

best to stay focused on enjoying time with her son, 

but she still sometimes slipped into an emotionally 

dark place.  Much of the time she felt hopeless.  The 

little money that she received from her son’s father 

did not go far, and her parent’s disapproving and  

anxious looks were weighing heavy on her heart.    

Despite all this, she held on to a  secret hope that 

one day, she might be able to support her son and 

herself.  
 

Selena doesn’t remember where she learned about 

Home of the Sparrow, or what finally prompted her to 

call.  But she certainly remembers her first             

conversation with the staff in the Outreach Office.  

Because it was during that first conversation that the 

secret hope in her heart bloomed to life. 
 

Even after finding the help and support available to 

her at Home of the Sparrow, Selena’s journey was 

neither quick nor easy.  She worked hard.  What 

made the difference for her was that she was no  

longer working alone.  And because she was not 

alone, the hope in her heart eventually became the 

reality of her life.   
 

The Outreach Staff at Home of the Sparrow worked 

with Selena for months.  They helped her to construct 

a resume, assisted her with interviewing  techniques, 

and provided her with job leads.  They connected her 

with mental health  resources, where she was able to 

overcome the anxiety, self doubt, and lack of          

motivation that had plagued her for years.  
 

In the end, Selena was able to fulfill her dream of   

living independently.  After securing a stable and  

well-paying  job (which still provides wonderful       

benefits for her and her son), she was able to rent her 

own little apartment where she lives with her son.  

Her son is well and happy, thriving in school and at 

home.  Neither of them have any lingering fears of the 

threat of homelessness.    
 

Selena is grateful for the help she received from 

Home of the Sparrow.  She says that her situation in 

life is now the best it has ever been, and she has high 

hopes for the future.   
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Do you enjoy playing Golf? 
 Please consider joining us for our Birdies, Brats & Beer Oktoberfest Charity 

Golf Outing on Monday, September 16, 2019 at Bull Valley Golf Club! 

See details below and click here to join us : REGISTER NOW!  
 

Want to volunteer for the event? 

We have volunteer positions available throughout the day to help with golfer 
registration, game holes out on the course, and check-out.  To volunteer please 

contact Michelle Lusmann at mlusmann@hosparrow.org or 815-271-5444 

https://e.givesmart.com/events/cO7/
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Cancer Treatment 
Centers of America  
Volunteers served 
on two different 
Saturdays at our 

Third Lake 
Sparrow’s Nest 

Thrift Store. 

Old Navy—McHenry 

Volunteers donated their time to help us at 
the shelter with some sorting and organizing 
for an afternoon.  Thank you for your gift of 

time!  

 

Group Volunteers help us with various 
projects such as painting and yardwork at our 

shelter and affordable housing units.  For more 
information on how your group can help, 

contact Michelle Lusmann 

First United Methodist 

Church  

helped paint and lay 

flooring in a unit for one of 

our families moving in to 

the Subsidized Apartment 

Program.  They also 

helped paint one of our 

Affordable Housing Units 

in Woodstock. 
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https://www.lennar.com/new-homes/illinois/chicago
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Lennar Chicago spent a whole day landscaping, laying flooring, building new stairs and 
many other projects at our subsidized apartment units in McHenry.  Thank you for going 

above and beyond to give back to the community! 

Volunteers are key to helping the children in our program to celebrate and thrive at the 

holidays and every day!  Pictured above are volunteers from the Lennar Homes Sales 

team, who helped put together 400 Easter eggs for the Shelter Easter Egg Hunt. 
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A huge thank you to Grand Appliance for coming 

out on a Saturday to paint one of our Affordable 

Housing Units in preparation for a mom and her 

three kids to move in! 
 

We couldn’t have gotten it ready without you! 
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With the help of our volunteers, donors, and guests, we were able to raise more than 
$102,000.00 at the 2019 Hope for the Homeless Comedy Benefit.    

 

We are grateful to all of the volunteers who helped with the event, including those who served 
on our Event Planning committee; those who solicited, collected, provided, and/or delivered 

donation items; those who helped to make baskets; those who hung posters and/or promoted 
the event in any way; and those who helped out on the day/evening of the event.  Finally, a 

HUGE thankyou to Big Cat Entertainment for volunteering to DJ the event! 

http://bigcatent.com/
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Celebration of Women Luncheon 

This year’s Celebration of Women’s Luncheon was a lovely and inspiring event.  The musical 
entertainment was beautiful, and the speakers were powerful and moving.  Because of the 
compassion and generosity of everyone who volunteered, served, attended, or donated, we 
were able to raise more than $36,000.00 to support the women and children in our program. 

Thank you all for your help.  From the planning stages, to securing donations, creating auction 
baskets, setting up and executing the event, recruiting and coordinating the volunteers, to 
sending out hundreds of thank you letters, you all played an important role in making this a 
successful event again this year.    
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Many thanks to those who attended this year’s Volunteer Appreciation “Sock Hop” dinner.      
Everyone looked great, and hopefully had lots of fun!  Thanks to the folks at our Algonquin,  

Woodstock, and Mundelein stores especially for their help with decorations, and to everyone 
who participated!  Finally, once again, a HUGE thankyou to Big Cat Entertainment for                 

volunteering to DJ the event and provide the live entertainment! 

http://bigcatent.com/
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Each year, the family of former volunteer Eileen Boos chooses to remember her by recognizing one 

outstanding volunteer in her name.    The Eileen Boos Outstanding Volunteer Award recognizes a 

volunteer whose unselfish and dedicated service to Home of the Sparrow has made a significant 

difference.  Out of a number wonderful nominees, the family selected Donna Hartney from Cary as 

this year’s recipient. (Donna is pictured bottom left with members of the Boo’s family).  

Congratulations to Donna, and all of this year’s nominees (pictured bottom right):  Jenny Clemens, 

Randi Wheelock, and Mary Jo Mundt 


