
Our mission is to provide Hope,
Opportunity and Support that

empowers women and children as
they journey from homelessness

to self-sufficiency

Julie's Journey of Empowerment

Gift of Hope
 

Our greatest need this year is the Gift of Hope. One spark of hope can change the
legacy of a mother or child for the rest of their life. Please go to www.HOSparrow.org
to leave your Gift of Hope Donation. If you prefer, checks can be made out to Home of

the Sparrow and sent to our address on the bottom left corner of this page.
 

For more information, please contact Debbie DeGraw at ddegraw@hosparrow.org
or Michelle Lusmann at mlusmann@hosparrow.org

 
Home of the Sparrow is a 501(C)3 organization, and your gifts are tax deductible.

Julie came to Home of the Sparrow’s transitional
shelter in September 2018 from McHenry County
PADS with her young daughter. Julie experienced
emotional trauma prior to coming to Home of the
Sparrow, which she states is part of the reason for her
homelessness. She entered Home of the Sparrow’s
transitional shelter program with nothing. Julie had
no job, no license, no daycare, and was out of options
for her daughter. While meeting with her case
manager, Julie had specific goals already in mind and 

she knew what she needed to do, so they started on making a plan of action. Julie stated
that she wanted to find stable employment, reinstate her driver’s license, buy a car, and
find permanent supportive housing. While in the shelter, Julie signed her daughter up for
daycare, and began working full time. Julie continued to work throughout her time at
Home of the Sparrow and was able to reinstate her license and purchase a vehicle, which
made getting to work and daycare much easier, since public transportation is not always
accessible in our rural communities. Julie also reconnected with her sisters and father
during her time at the shelter, making her family support system that much stronger.
Currently, Julie is enrolled in the Rapid Re-Housing program at Home of the Sparrow,
where she is currently in her own apartment, and working full time. Her daughter is
enrolled in Preschool and attends daycare both before and after school to accommodate
Julie’s work schedule. Julie states that without Home of the Sparrow’s help, she would
not know where she and her daughter would be today.
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For more information, please contact Michelle Lusmann at mlusmann@hosparrow.org

Be on the lookout for our
Holiday Giving Trees

within the community!

Shelter Wish List
GIFT CARDS:
Home Depot
Menards
 
BABY:
Baby Stroller – full size
Baby Wipes
Burp Cloths
Convertible Car Seat
Crib Sheets
Diaper Rash Cream
Pack N Play
 
BED AND BATH:
Bath Towel Set
Bathroom Wastebasket
Bed Bug Mattress Protector-Twin
Blanket-Twin
Pillows
Twin Comforter Set w/Sheets (Boys, 
      Girls or Women’s)
 
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS:
Body Wash- Kids
Hand Soap
Hand Sanitizer
Toothpaste- Kids

PAPER/PLASTIC:
8 Gallon Medium Garbage Bags
13 Gallon Tall Kitchen Garbage Bags
Paper Plates
Paper Towels
Plastic Cups (9oz or larger)
Plastic Forks, Spoons, Knives
 
APPLIANCES / ELECTRONICS:
Boost Mobile Prepaid Cell Phone
Vacuum
 
CLEANING:
Bleach
Broom and Dust Pan
Disinfectant Wipes
Dish soap
Dishwasher Detergent
Glass Cleaner/Windex
Kitchen Garbage Can
Laminate Floor Cleaner
      (Such as Bona)
Microfiber Mop and Bucket
Pine-Sol/Lysol Large Bottles
 
MISCELLANEOUS:
1/2 inch Paint Rollers
Batteries (AA, AAA, C, D, 9Volt)
Paint Brushes (2 1/2- 4 inch)
Round Up Weed Killer
Smoke/CO2 Detector Combo
Yard Waste Bags

KITCHEN:
9x13 Casserole Pan (Metal or Glass)
Colander
Cooking Utensil Set
Corelle Dinnerware Set w/Mugs (service
for 4)
Crockpot
Cutting Board (Full Size)
Drinking Glassware Set
Kids plates and bowl sets
Kitchen Knives Set
Measuring Cups/Spoons
Microwave
Pealers
Pots and Pans Set
Silverware Set (service for four
      or more)
 
 

Holiday Giving Trees
Help homeless women and children year-round by giving

Gifts of Hope, Opportunity, and Support to our shelter residents!
 

Our Holiday Giving Trees will be located at all of our Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores, the Community Threads Thrift
Store, and local businesses around the community. The trees will have hanging ornaments with listed items
from our Shelter Wish List. Please select one or as many ornaments as you would like.
 
We ask that you drop off your donation(s) at the thrift store or business from which you selected your
ornament(s). You may also donate items directly from our Shelter Wish List (see below) and drop them off at our
office located at 4209 W. Shamrock Lane, Unit B, McHenry, IL 60050.

www.HOSparrow.org2

Please drop off your gifts and donations no later than
Monday, December 30th, 2019

 

All gifts and donations should be new and unwrapped. Thank you!
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A Letter from the Executive Director - Matt Kostecki
“The present defines the future. The future builds on the foundation of the past.”

Employment  Program,  which  was  created  to  help  clients  achieve  their  employment  goals  with  support  from  a  Workforce Development
Counselor. This program partners with the Workforce Development Network, Willow Creek Church, and is funded by The Buckeye Foundation
and Northwestern Medicine. Helping women achieve independence is at the core of our mission, and jobs with benefits and livable wages
help move them from homelessness to housing.
 
With the year coming to an end, we have a great opportunity for you to double your impact and help twice as many women and children!
Our year-end appeal will be matched dollar-for-dollar up to $250,000 through December 31st! We thank our anonymous donor for their
generous gift and I urge you, our constituents, to spread the word. Home of the Sparrow is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, so donations are
tax-deductible per IRS guidelines.
 
This has been a year of learning, and I thank all the volunteers, donors, board and staff, without whom, Home of the Sparrow would not be the
wonderful agency that it is, providing direct support to over 450 individuals and responding to over 3,096 requests. The need is great, and with
your on-going support we have a strong foundation and a bright outlook into the future. Beginning 2020, a new strategic planning session will
guide us forward. Thank you so much for your time, commitment and financial support. I wish you all a blessed Holiday and New Year!

As we enter the next year, Home of the Sparrow (HOS) will celebrate its 33rd year in providing shelter, housing and
support to homeless women and children. As I am entering my second year as the Executive Director, I am amazed
by the outpouring of support for the mission of HOS. One of my goals this past year was to actively represent the
agency and be an engaged leader within the community. To accomplish this, I enrolled in the Leadership of
Greater McHenry County’s class of 2020, where I am able to learn from and build relationships with other
community leaders. I also had the honor of meeting many new faces at this year’s past events– the Annual Hope
Benefit that was held in April, the Women’s Luncheon in May, and our Annual Oktoberfest Golf Outing in
September. I was astonished by the support and the wonderful turnout of all the events. I encourage and welcome
you to attend an event as you will be welcomed with open arms. The events are lively, fun, and they provide much-
needed revenue to sustain our agency.
 
This past summer, the agency acquired a new thrift store called Community Threads, a 22,000 square foot store
located in Arlington Heights. Additionally, we opened an eBay Sparrow’s Nest Resale mega online store, where
new listings appear every day from all 8 stores.  HOS also implemented a new program called the Supported 
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Greetings, and thank you for your interest in Home of the Sparrow! A lot has changed within the agency over the 4
years & counting that I’ve served on the Board of Directors, but the passion, dedication, and focus of our staff on
providing the best possible outcomes for our clients has been constant and unwavering. I would like to personally
thank each & every HOS employee, as well as my fellow board members, for their commitment and enthusiasm.
 
The beginning of the 2019-2020 fiscal year kicked off several new and exciting chapters:

The Community Threads (CT) thrift store, of which HOS took over management in early 2018, was fully merged
into HOS effective July 2019. HOS is now the sole beneficiary of all donations & sales from CT, which before had
provided grants to several different non-profits. The affiliation with CT provides a solid, stable new funding
source for the programs of HOS. Merging this new store with the agency’s seven Sparrow’s Nest stores has also
allowed the Retail staff to incorporate new practices and procedures learned during the transition, increasing
sales and efficiency throughout the store network.
Due in part to the CT merger, the Board of Directors has formed a separate retail auxiliary board. The network
of  Sparrow’s  Nest  stores provides  a source of  funding and donations for the agency and has been recognized

A new HOS program will launch in October 2019, in collaboration with McHenry County College, McHenry County Workforce Development
Network, and the employment & skills training staff at Willow Creek Community Church, to assist HOS clients in obtaining sustainable
employment. Clients will have the chance to explore career opportunities in the medical, dental, veterinary, manufacturing, culinary, and
real estate industries, as well as the availability of job training and scholarships for college courses & certifications. The chance to begin a
career that can provide benefits, stability, and a livable wage represents a major factor in the successful transition of clients from
homelessness to self-sufficiency, and HOS is taking active steps toward making these a reality for our clients.

 
As always, my fellow board members and I continue to work hard to ensure that we remain informed about the needs and goals of HOS and
make good decisions to ensure the agency’s future. We welcome feedback and ideas from staff, stakeholders, and the public about how we are
fulfilling those responsibilities. Even better, anyone interested in making an impact on the future of HOS can donate, volunteer, join us in
bringing their energy & expertise to the board of directors, or all of the above!

as a unique and important feature of HOS by donors, grant funding agencies, and other stakeholders. In recog-
nition of the important contribution that the retail stores make to the continued operation and stability of HOS, this new retail board is
tasked with measuring, analyzing, and improving the efficiency, effectiveness, and visibility of the thrift stores. This new board includes
members from the HOS and CT boards, as well as retail professionals with years of experience in retail management, operations, and
merchandising.

A Letter from the Board of Directors President - Joel ZarnstorffA Letter from the Board of Directors President - Joel Zarnstorff
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Penny's Story to Self-Sufficiency
There are many reasons why people become homeless, including lack of livable
wages, secure employment and affordable housing, and this is especially true
for single moms with no family support. This is Penny’s life story. Penny called
Home of The Sparrow after a separation from her child’s father. Her family was
now living in another state, and because of custody issues she could not
relocate to be closer to her support system. She needed a place to go to get
back on her feet. Home of the Sparrow's Transitional Shelter was just the place!
Case Managers worked with Penny to develop a plan that would enable her to
find employment and work through the barriers that prevented her from
achieving self-sufficiency. The first few months Penny took on low paying jobs
that provided no benefits. She found a job that was a temporary to hire that
would eventually change her world. After working at the fortune 500 company
for a few months, they officially hired her on as a permanent employee. She
applied for the Affordable Housing Program through Home of the Sparrow and
moved out of the shelter and into a home. Over the course of the year that
Penny was in our Affordable Housing Program, she received several raises and
promotions, registered her daughter for school, reconnected with family mem-

10 Reasons to Leave a Legacy
to Home of the Sparrow

 1.   We are a stable organization with a 33 year history of helping 
       women and children get back on their feet, so your gift will 
       change lives.
 

2.   Charitable giving can help with offering the maximum
       tax advantage allowable by State and Federal Law.
 

3.   Our staff and board of directors have a broad knowledge of
       the issues leading to homelessness for women.
 

4.   We provide highly tailored services regarding each individuals 
       charitable giving interest.
 

5.   Our funds are designated to ensure individual’s giving interests
       are adhered to.
 

6.   We accept a wide variety of assets, which makes giving to Home 
       of the Sparrow easier.
 

7.   We can partner with professional advisors to create effective 
       approaches to giving that benefits the donor. 
 

8.   We can multiply the impact of the gift by pooling it with other 
       gifts and grants.
 

9.   We can build endowment funds that benefit the community 
       long term and create personal legacies.
 

10. We are a community leader coordinating resources to create 
       positive change for the future.

bers, and began to put money into savings. When it came time for Penny’s lease renewal, it was determined that she
overqualified for the Affordable Housing Program and she was financially ready to go back into community living.
Penny was apprehensive at first because she had grown to feel comfortable with and trust Home of the Sparrow, and
she was nervous about being completely on her own. With encouragement from her case manager, Penny began to
look for housing and was able to find an apartment that would suit her and her daughter’s needs. Today, Penny is still
working for the same company that hired her while she was living in the transitional shelter. She now has a home for
herself and her daughter, and a strong support system.

Looking Forward
and Giving Back

The options for making a planned gift to HOS are many.
They include bequests, charitable trusts, private and
community foundations, charitable annuities and donor-
advised funds, to name a few. You CAN have an impact on
future generations with a planned gift. To include Home
of the Sparrow in your future planning,   please  contact
Debbie  DeGraw via e-mail at ddegraw@hosparrow.org or
phone at (815) 271-5444 x227.

Thank You to our
Board Members!

Joel Zarnstorff
Lauren Miller

Bob Sharp
Brian Silver

Patrick Coen
Diana Passarelli

Dr. Justin Gent
Peggy Klingenberg

Patricia Latzke
Tess Reinhard

Kerry Smith

www.HOSparrow.org4
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Thank You to our Volunteers!

For more information about
volunteering or how to become
an Ambassador, please contact
Lissa Salinas, Volunteer
Coordinator at 815-271-5444 or
msalinas@hosparrow.org
 
You may also fill out our online
volunteer application at
www.HOSparrow.org

Are You Looking to Get Involved?
Check out these Volunteer Opportunities!

HOS Ambassadors
 

Ambassadors represent Home of the
Sparrow in the community by

attending various speaking
engagements (schools, churches

and clubs), trade shows, volunteer
fairs, and special events to share

Home of the Sparrow's
story, raise awareness and

build relationships in
the community.

Lennar helped with staining, power washing, yard work, laying a floor
and many other tasks at our shelter and subsidized apartments.

Rust-Oleum helped with mulching and
staining at our shelter.

First United Methodist Church helping
out at one of our apartment units!

Stryker staff painted at
our shelter in McHenry. 

Home of the Sparrow’s
Volunteer Program continues
to grow. During FY 2019, more
than 850 volunteers donated
over 53,000 hours valued at
$1,350,000. Their dedication

and commitment allows Home
of the Sparrow to continue

to expand services in our
community, and help even
more women and children

in need. 

SHELTER PROGRAMS:
Children’s Mentor Program volunteers lead the children through age-appropriate
activities on Tuesday and Thursday evenings while the moms are attending
weekly education programs. Education Program volunteers share their expertise
by teaching a life skills class to our women.
 
GROUP WORK PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES:
Projects at our shelter and our 26 affordable housing units include Yardwork,
Planting, & General maintenance needs etc.. You can also volunteer at any of the
Sparrow's Nest Stores and Donation Centers and Community Threads.
 
EVENTS & EVENTS COMMITTEE:
Volunteers help with tasks such as registration, check in/out, silent auction, &
raffles.  We also need help serving on our events committee to plan, market and
acquire donations for events throughout the year.
 
OTHER WAYS TO HELP:
Host your own fundraiser to benefit HOS, see if your employer has a matching
fund program, invite us to speak at your house of worship, school or group, shop
at or donate gently used items to one of our 7 Sparrow’s Nest Stores or
Community Threads, leave a bequest or legacy to Home of the Sparrow, and ask
about Board of Directors or Community Leadership Council Opportunities.

SongFall & Winter 2019
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Sparrow's Nest Thrift Stores &
and Community Threads Quick Facts:

Net proceeds from the Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store and Donation Centers
and Community Thread stores are used to support the women and
children in HOS’s transitional housing program. With the exception of
mattresses and box springs, everything sold in the stores is donated. Not
only do the stores provide unrestricted income and daily cash flow for
the organization, they are a zero cost provider of clothing, furniture and
housewares to HOS clients.

 
8 Stores – 7 under the banner of Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store and
Donation Center, 1 under the banner of Community Threads. 
100,000 sq. ft. of total space devoted to resale operations.
24,000 register transactions across all stores per month.  
6 box trucks perform about 350 furniture pickups  
Over 175 Nest store vouchers issued annually to neighboring not-for-
profit agencies to help their clients.  Primary recipients are: Pioneer
Center/Pads, Thresholds, Turning Point, TLS, McHenry County
Housing Authority, Willow Creek, St. Vincent de Paul, Salvation Army,
and Mother’s Trust Foundation.
Over 50 store vouchers issued annually to HOS Clients.

Free Furniture Pickup Service
Home of the Sparrow (HOS) offers free furniture pickup service from
Tuesday through Saturday. HOS has transitioned to an online booking
model that allows donors to select their own specific  time  based on
available open time slots. There is a requirement to provide pictures
before the pickup appointment can be confirmed. For more information
and answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) with our pickup
program, visit our website: hosparrow.org or communitythreads.org. To
schedule a pickup, go to www.hosparrow.org and click on the “Furniture
Pickup” button on our home page, or go to www.communitythreads.org
and click the donate button at the top of the home page. Donors that
cannot book online may also call us at call us at 815-271-5444. We
encourage donors to first use the online booking method. All furniture is
sold in our resale stores.

Thrift Store Donations
The Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores and Community Threads issue blank
receipt forms at the time of the donation. Donors are responsible for
maintaining all tax records, as well as assigning values to donated
items. Our Donation Receipt Form is also accessible through our
website under “Thrift Stores”. Furniture donors using online booking
will receive a donation receipt.
 
To help in the determination of a value of a donation for tax purposes,
lists are available on our website that provide approximate low and
high value ranges. These ranges are strictly a general guide. To access
these lists, click on “Thrift Stores” at the top of our Home Page and
then scroll to the bottom of the page.

www.HOSparrow.org6

Volunteers Needed at
Community Threads Thrift Store!

Volunteers are able to serve anytime during store hours. We are
flexible and happy to accommodate! Activities include sorting
and pricing donations, merchandising, organizing,
straightening items on the sales floor, and even researching
items for the E-Bay team! There is a large range of departments
where volunteers can help such as housewares, clothing (kids
and adult), accessories, toys, electronics and books.  
 
An average of 200 volunteers serve each month at Community
Threads  and  we  look  forward to growing the team. Join us by
contacting our Volunteer Coordinator, Lissa Salinas,  at
815-271-5444 x260 or msalinas@hosparrow.org.

Spotlight: Community Threads

We are excited to announce that in July of 2019, Community
Threads (CT) officially merged into Home of the Sparrow.
Prior to this merger beginning in March 2018, Home of the
Sparrow was assigned governance over Community Threads
but they still existed as separate not-for-profit agencies with
separate Boards of Directors and accounting records.   After
the merger was approved by both Boards, Community
Threads was moved under the Home of the Sparrow not-for-
profit status. 
 
Community Threads has carved out a very recognizable value
brand in the surrounding area over the years. Moving
forward, as Home of the Sparrow continues to nurture this
new collaborative partnership, the CT Banner will also remain
intact. Revenue generated from CT and the Sparrow's Nest
Thrift Stores supports HOS's programs and services for
homeless women and children in our community.
 
Community Threads carries the same product lines as the
Sparrow’s Nest Thrift stores and recently expanded the Free
Furniture Pickup Service from one day a week to five days a
week. With an exception to mattresses, all of the
merchandise sold at Community Threads is donated. Stop by
and visit the newest member of the Home of the Sparrow
Resale Store family! You can also learn more at
www.communitythreads.org.

LOCATIONS OF OUR SPARROW'S NEST THRIFT STORE & DONATION CENTERS and COMMUNITY THREADS:
Nest Stores Hours: Monday – Friday 10 AM–7 PM and Saturday 10 AM–5 PM

Community Threads Hours: Monday – Friday 10 AM–9 PM and Saturday 10 AM–7 PM

ALGONQUIN
781 S. Randall Road
Algonquin, IL 60102

CARY
380 Northwest Hwy.

Cary, IL 60013

MCHENRY
3714 W Elm Street
McHenry, IL 60050

MUNDELEIN
357 Townline Road
Mundelein, IL 60060

PALATINE
275 E Northwest Highway

Palatine, IL 60067

THIRD LAKE
34500 N. US Highway 45

Third Lake, IL 60030

WOODSTOCK
120 E Calhoun St

Woodstock, IL 60098

COMMUNITY THREADS
250 W. Rand Road

Arlington Heights, IL 60004

https://www.hosparrow.org/furniture-donations/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
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As of July 2019, all listings from the Sparrow’s Nests and
Community Threads now appear on eBay together on the site

called “Sparrow’s Nest Resale”. Currently there are over 450 listings
with many more planned. Visit our eBay Sparrow’s Nest Resale
Store often to find unique, collectible and nostalgic items! New

listings appear every day from all eight Resale Stores.
 

To access the link to our eBay Store, go to our Home of the
Sparrow website at hosparrow.org, and click on the “Thrift Store”

tab. The eBay link is also accessible from each of the Sparrow’s
Nest Store pages on the website.

New FiveStars Loyalty Rewards Program
The Sparrow’s Nest Stores and Community Threads has introduced the new

FiveStars Loyalty Rewards Program and Mobile Marketing Platform! This new
loyalty program has replaced the paper rewards program, previously called the

Frequent Shopper Rewards Program. FiveStars allows customers to join by
simply providing their phone number. Once registered, they can immediately

start earning rewards. For more information about FiveStars, please feel free to
call or stop by any of our eight thrift stores to ask a manager for more details.

HAPPY SHOPPING!
With the Holiday season just around the corner, be

sure to purchase a shopping Gift Certificate for
your loved ones! Gift Certificates will be available
for purchase by the end of November and can be

used at any of the Sparrow's Nest Thrift Stores
and/or Community Threads!

Save the date for
 

 
December 3rd, 2019

 

Giving Tuesday is a global day
dedicated to giving.

 

How will you give and make a
difference in our community? 
Consider making a donation to

Home of the Sparrow on this day!
 

Thanks to an anonymous donor,
EVERY DOLLAR GIVEN WILL

BE MATCHED UP TO
$250,000!

 

To donate, please visit:
www. HOSparrow.org

SongFall & Winter 2019
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Mark your calendars
and plan to join us at
our events in 2020!

Friday, April 3, 2020
Home of the Sparrow’s Hope Casino Benefit at the newly
renovated Holiday Inn in Crystal Lake.
 
Friday, May 8, 2020
Home of the Sparrow’s Celebration of Women Luncheon at
Boulder Ridge Country Club in Lake in the Hills.
 
Monday, September 14, 2020
Home of the Sparrow’s Oktoberfest Charity Golf Outing at
Bull Valley Golf Club in Woodstock - ranked among the top
golf courses in America!
 

For more information or to register, please check
out our website HOSparrow.org or contact

Jennifer Kolarczyk at 815-271-5444 x262.

Events Wish List  
All proceeds from our events directly support the women

and children we serve. Other ways to support our events is
by becoming a sponsor or by donating an item for our

raffles and auctions.  Some examples of donations we are
looking for include:

 
Sporting Events Tickets

Theater, Comedy and Concert Tickets
Wine or Brewery Tours

Stadium Tours
Vacation Timeshares

Hotel Accommodations
Restaurant Gift Certificates

Museum & Zoo Tickets
Tickets for Unique Experiences

Is Corporate Sponsorship Right for You?
Is your company committed to making our community a better place to live?
Would your company like to gain more exposure in the Northern Illinois area?

Is social responsibility important to your business and employees?
 

Support Home of the Sparrow as a Partner and Sponsor!
 

By participating as a Sponsor of our events, your organization will benefit from
extended exposure through media campaigns, email blasts, social media posts,
and other promotional efforts directed towards the supporters of Home of the
Sparrow. Sponsorship donations also provide your company with potential tax
deductions. Your Sponsorship will make a difference in the lives of our homeless
women and children, by providing Hope, Opportunity and Support on their
journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency.  

A Story of the Women and Children You are Helping - Marie's Story
Marie, a 35 year old single mother, was in recovery from years of substance abuse.
Following completion of an inpatient treatment program in May 2018, Marie moved
into a sober living facility. While there, Marie's 9 year old son lived with Marie's
sister. Marie reached out to HOS in August and was shortly accepted into the Rapid
Re-Housing Program. The Rapid Re-Housing Program assisted Marie with her move-
in costs so that she and her son could reunite and move-into a spacious 2-bedroom
apartment in Woodstock.  Marie struggled to get along with her son at first. After
years of instability, her son suffered a lack of trust and a lack of respect for Marie.
Marie's case manager provided a referral for child and family therapy services. 
 
Marie had long-held a factory position, but was sadly laid-off. Despite being an eager
and hard-working applicant, Marie had difficulty securing another position due to
her criminal background. She struggled for several months to find a new job.

Throughout this time, Marie remained committed to her sobriety. In May 2019, she reached a major milestone-- one
year of sobriety. She attended several AA meetings each week and remained close with her sponsor, as well as the
ladies that she met at the sober living home. Eventually, Marie became a sponsor to two others. Marie also joined the
planning board for Sober Fest. Moreover, she took on the responsibility of leading retreats for current residents at the
sober living facility where she used to live.  The more that Marie became involved in the recovery community, the more
eager she was to develop a career in substance abuse treatment. Through her involvement, Marie eventually crossed
paths with the director of the Northern Illinois Recovery Center. The director mentioned that the organization was
opening up a new sober living home in Woodstock. Marie took a leap of faith and applied for a job there. Although
Marie had no formal experience in social services, her passion shone through. Marie was surprised to learn that she
was accepted to work as a full-time Behavioral Health Technician, providing hands-on support to others in recovery. 
Marie loves her new job and sees herself working there for years to come.

To find out more about corporate
sponsorship opportunities, please

contact Jennifer Kolarczyk,
the Events and Marketing Manager at

815-271-5444 x262 or email at
jkolaczyk@HOSparrow.org

 
Many thanks to our current Partners for

their generous Sponsorships! Please
support these businesses as they are

supporting our communities!

www.HOSparrow.org8
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Thank You to our Donors, Sponsors, Attendees, Volunteers, & Staff at our events!

Oktoberfest Golf Outing
On September 16th, Home of the Sparrow hosted our
14th Annual Charity Golf Outing at Bull Valley Golf Club
in Woodstock, ranked among the top golf courses in
America! It was a beautiful day, and everyone had a
great time golfing, enjoying a delicious lunch and
dinner, sampling beer from local breweries, and
bidding in our silent auction and raffle. Thank you to
everyone who attended and sup- ported the event,
helping us raise over $47,600 for HOS! A special thanks
to our amazing sponsors, donors and volunteers, as
well as Bull Valley Golf Club for their generosity and
assistance in making this event fun for all. We hope
you will consider attending our Golf Outing next year
and help us continue to change the lives of homeless
women and children in our community.

Celebration of Women Luncheon
Over 200 ladies enjoyed an afternoon of
inspiration, laughter and hope at our
Celebration of Women Luncheon on
Friday, May 10, 2019 at Boulder Ridge
Country Club. Guests enjoyed a delicious
lunch, networking, an exciting silent
auction, musical entertainment, and
inspiring speakers who shared their stories
of courage and hope. It was a lovely event
that raised $36,700 in life-changing funds
for those in need. Please plan to join us for
our Celebration of Women Luncheon next
year on Friday, May 8, 2020 at Boulder
Ridge Country Club in Lake in the Hills.

Hope for the Homeless
Comedy Benefit

HOS's Hope Comedy Benefit was held on
Friday, April 12, 2019 and we welcomed 205
guests. The evening included a lovely
dinner, an open bar, fabulous raffle and
auction prizes, fun comedy entertainment
and dancing to the music of Big Cat
Entertainment! Guests also heard from a
HOS program graduate, who shared her
story and gratitude for our organization’s
support. The event raised over $102,000 in
support of HOS’s programs and services. We
hope you can join us for our Hope Casino
Night Benefit on Friday, April 3, 2020 at the
newly renovated Holiday Inn in Crystal Lake!
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Many people know they can deduct donations to charity from their income taxes, but increasing your knowledge of tax planning
strategies can maximize your giving impact. There are many ways of achieving your goals. Below are only a few examples.

What steps should I take next?
It’s a good idea to review your tax strategy and explore all
options for maximizing your tax savings. Schedule a meeting
with your CPA or financial advisor to discuss your charitable
giving plan and make sure it’s up-to-date with the current tax
law. To receive an income tax charitable deduction this year,
contributions must be made by December 31st, 2019. It’s more
important than ever to make savvy financial decisions about
giving. A little planning can ensure that you’re making the
right moves—both for yourself and the charities you support.
 
For example, did you know that:

If you donate long-term appreciated assets, like stocks or
mutual fund shares, not only are you eligible to take an
income tax deduction for the full market value of the
securities, but you may also avoid triggering any capital
gains tax, as you would if you sold the securities.
If you make a charitable contribution above the IRS limits,
you can carry the deduction forward for the five following
tax years.
When considering your estate, it might be more tax-savvy
to leave some types of assets, like stock, to heirs and
donate other types of assets to charity.
You can use charitable giving alternatives, such as trusts,
foundations and donor-advised funds, to support your
giving, but each of these can have very different tax
implications.

Two tax code changes made it beneficial to give more to
charity, particularly if you are a high-income earner. Before tax
reform, you could take a deduction for your cash charitable
contributions totaling up to 50 percent of your AGI. The new
tax code increased that limit to 60 percent, meaning you can
take an even larger charitable deduction for greater giving.
This can be a tax-savvy move for years when income is
particularly high. In addition, the Pease limitation, which
phased out as much as 80 percent of the benefits of charitable
and other itemized deductions for higher income taxpayers,
was repealed. If you’re a high-income taxpayer, this means
there is now no limit on your total charitable deduction and
you can keep more of your itemized deductions.

How did tax reform create a
greater incentive for me to give more?

A donor-advised fund is a simple and efficient way to
implement some of the charitable tax strategies that are most
effective after tax reform, such as donating appreciated stock,
bunching or front-loading giving in a high-income year. A
donor-advised fund, like the Giving Account, is a dedicated
charitable account used for the sole purpose of supporting
charities you care about. When you contribute funds you may
be eligible for an immediate tax deduction. Then, you’re able
to support virtually any IRS-qualified public charity on the
timetable that best suits you by recommending grants from
the Giving Account to the charities you care about. The Giving
Account balance also can be invested for potential growth,
possibly resulting in even more money for charity.

What is a donor-advised fund,
and how could it help after tax reform?

What is the “bunching” strategy
and how could it help me?

One tax strategy is called “bunching.” This is when you surpass
the itemization threshold by bundling together your tax
deductions into a single year, and then take the standard
deduction in interim years. This requires careful and
intentional timing of expenses you want to deduct. While you
can mix and match any deductions to reach the threshold,
charitable giving is an easy lever to pull to put you over the top.
Accelerating your giving and donating two years of
contributions in one year can go a long way to helping you
reach the threshold. It can also help you give more to charity
and save more on taxes in the long run. Take this simple
example.3 Let’s say you and your spouse own your home with
no mortgage, and your annual property taxes are $12,000. You
usually give about $10,000 annually to a nonprofit. Taking into
account the $10,000 cap on your property tax deduction, your
itemized deductions total $20,000. If these are your only
deductions, it makes sense to take the higher $24,400 standard
deduction. However, if you “bunch” your charitable
deductions by making two years’ worth of contributions in one
year, your itemized deductions of $30,000 would exceed the
standard deduction by $5,600. And if you place your charitable
dollars into a donor-advised fund, you can maintain your
steady, yearly support to nonprofits of your choice. Donors
who have variable income or the flexibility to defer or
accelerate income can take advantage of this strategy for
potentially greater tax efficiencies.

Yes. Contributing appreciated securities to charity continues to
be an invaluable tax strategy, especially with a strong stock
market and a reduced corporate tax rate. It’s important to
keep in mind that laws limiting your charitable deduction of
appreciated securities to 30 percent of adjusted gross income
(AGI) still exist. It may be beneficial to look at new ways to
donate—particularly if you are normally a cash donor.
Donating appreciated securities means you don’t have to use
your after-tax income for giving. Even more importantly, you
can minimize capital gains tax that would be due if you sold
the securities. Donating highly appreciated assets can reduce
your overall income tax liability, reduce capital gains tax and
provide a larger donation to charity.

Can I still receive a tax benefit for
 donating assets other than cash?

A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) allows individuals
who are 70½ years old or older to donate up to $100,000 total
to one or more charities directly from a taxable IRA instead of
taking their required minimum distributions. As a result,
donors may avoid being pushed into higher income tax
brackets and prevent phaseouts of other tax deductions,
though there are some other limitations. These are just some
examples on how to continue your Charitable Giving to benefit
your personal financial situation. Please check with your
financial consultant on what is best for you!

What is a Qualified
Charitable Distribution?

Will tax reform affect your charitable deduction? What you need to know...
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$1,000                  $500                  $250                  $100                  $50                  $25

Other $                                         I would like to add Home of the Sparrow to my will.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Real World Quality Systems,   Crystal Lake Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Kubik Orthodontics,   Medela,   Stan’s LPS

Crystal Lake Brewing, Scorched Earth Brewing, Shadow View Brewing, Rosen Hyundai

YES!  I would like to help homeless women and children!

CREDIT CARD NUMBER                                                                  EXPIRATION DATE                                         SECURITY CODE

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

ADDRESS                                                                                                         CITY                             STATE                              ZIP

VISA                 MASTERCARD                 DISCOVER                 CHECK

NAME                                                                                                  E-MAIL                                                                     PHONE

Mail to: Home of the Sparrow    •    4209 W. Shamrock Lane, Unit B    •    McHenry, IL 60050
Or Make a Donation Online at: www.HOSparrow.org/donate

Home of the Sparrow provides women and children with
HOPE for a better future, OPPORTUNITY to gain skills, and SUPPORT towards independence.

Thank You to our 2019 Event Sponsors!
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4209 W. Shamrock Lane, Unit B
McHenry, IL 60050

The Song
Fall and Winter 2019 Newsletter

The mission of Home of the Sparrow is to provide
Hope, Opportunity and Support that empowers

women and children as they journey from
homelessness to self-sufficiency

 

Home of the Sparrow gratefully acknowledges local funding
from the United Way of Greater McHenry County


