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We are grateful to everyone who donated to Home of the Sparrow

through our Holiday Giving Program. We had such wonderful
participation and support from so many individuals and companies! Your

very generous contributions allow us to continue our mission of
providing Hope, Opportunity and Support that empowers women and

children, as they journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency.

Thank You!
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2020 Fundraising Events
April 3 Hope Casino Night Benefit

Holiday Inn, Crystal Lake
Join us at the newly renovated Holiday Inn for a fun evening, as we raise life-changing
funds for homeless women and children in our community. This popular event includes

hors d' oeuvres, a fabulous dinner, open bar, music, live and silent auctions, raffles,
speakers and exciting casino games for entertainment!

$150 per person or $1400 for Table of 10

May 8

September 
14

oktoberfest charity golf outing
bull valley golf club, woodstock

celebration of women luncheon
Boulder ridge country club, lake in the hills

Enjoy an afternoon of inspiration, laughter, and hope, while enjoying a lovely plated
lunch, networking, an exciting silent auction, and engaging speakers 

sharing their stories of courage and hope. 

Ranked among one of the top golf courses in America! Day includes a round of golf with
cart, fun contests, delicious lunch & dinner, and an awesome silent auction and raffle.

Register by 8/14/2020 - Only $165 per golfer, and you will
be entered into a drawing for fabulous prizes!

Register after 8/14/2020 - $175 per golfer

$50 per person or $450 for table of 10

Event committee Volunteers Needed
We have lots of ways for our volunteers to help as we plan for our 2020 Events. Event Committee
volunteers can choose to help plan and publicize events, create baskets for our auctions, and/or

acquire donations from local businesses in the community.  They can also sign up to help the day of
our events with set up, guest check-in, raffles and auctions. Our planning meetings are held monthly.

let us know if you are interested!
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Volunteers Needed
Education Volunteers

Store Volunteers

Did you know that all of the net proceeds from our Thrift Stores stay right here in
our community?  In fact, these funds directly support all of the programs and
services Home of the Sparrow provides. We have 8 locations to choose from:
Community Threads in Arlington Heights, and 7 Sparrow's Nest Stores located in
Algonquin, Cary, McHenry, Mundelein, Palatine, Third Lake, and Woodstock. 

Ambassadors

Ambassadors represent Home of the Sparrow in the community by attending various
speaking engagements (schools, churches & clubs), volunteer fairs, and special

events to share Home of the Sparrow's story, raise awareness and build relationships
in the community. We will be starting a new Ambassador training class in February
2020 on Tuesday evenings.  Classes will be held February 4th,11th,18th, and 25th. The

time is TBD.

For more information please contact 
Lissa Salinas at msalinas@hosparrow.org  

One of the many programs we provide for the women in our shelter are weekly
education classes. On Tuesday and Thursday Nights we offer Educational Programs

for the women, including Parenting and Life Skills classes, resume writing,
interviewing skills, financial planning and budgeting. In addition, we also offer 

self-help classes, including yoga, healthy eating, exercises, etc. Anything that will
help the women move forward in their journey to self-sufficiency. If you are

interested and qualified to teach  a class on a specific topic that would be
beneficial to the women, please let us know! 



















Joan once had everything she

needed to live a happy life

with her 9 year old daughter.

They shared a large apartment

where she was able to

comfortably provide for

herself and her daughter. But

as her company gained new

leadership and downsized, Joan

unexpectedly lost her job.

Unable to keep up with bill

payments, they were soon

evicted. Joan and her daughter

spent several months in an

emergency church site

program. In need of stable

housing, Joan contacted Home

of the Sparrow. Our Intake

Manager guided Joan through

the intake process and was

able to get them into our

transitional shelter. Joan's

goals were to not live at the

shelter long, and she knew

A STORY OF DETERMINATION
that having employment

would allow her and her

daughter to move out quickly.

While at the shelter, she

received the programs and

services that she needed to

get back on her feet, including

budgeting and financial

planning classes, and other

life skills classes. Joan was

hard working and motivated,

which resulted in successful

employment at another

company after only a month.

She saved almost all of her

paychecks, created her own

path to self-sufficiency,

successfully left ourprogram

after 4 months, and found an

affordable apartment of her

own. Joan and her daughter are

doing great and are adjusting

well into their new home.

If you know someone

who needs Home of

the Sparrow's

services, please pass

on our information

and encourage her to

contact us at: 

(815) 271-5444.



SANDY REIJHOLEC

PAM CROSWHITE

Mrs, Sandy Reijholec, has been
volunteering at the Sparrow's nest
McHenry since March 2019. Sandy helps
around the store and the backroom,
however her favorite is the Kid's
department, where she sorts, prices and
creates beautiful displays. Sandy is kind,
soft spoken, always pleasant with a smile
on her face. She loves HOS's cause and all
the new friends she has made here.

Pam Croswhite has been a volunteer for
Home of the Sparrow since September 2018.
Pam comes to both Tuesday and Thursday
night groups and spends her time with our
older kids at the shelter. The kids can be
heard yelling Pam’s name with excitement
when she comes into the building. She
always takes the extra time to get to
know the children and make sure they are
doing okay that night. Home of the
sparrow staff and residents really
appreciate Pam’s dedication to this cause.

Volunteer Spotlight
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H O S  H A S  A  R A P I D
R E H O U S I N G  P R O G R A M

Through a grant from the Federal

Department of Housing and Urban

Development,  HOS is  able to assist

families who have employment,  but

have experienced a l ife event that

has put them into f inancial

jeopardy.  These families are ready

to bypass the transit ional shelter

services and,  with assistance,  enter

directly into housing.  Home of the

Sparrow’s supportive services and

direct client rental assistance is

provided for three to nine months.

Rental assistance provides the

client with f inancial resources to

enter new housing,  such as f irst and

last month’s  rent,  and/or security

deposits .  Aftercare services are

also provided as needed.  The goal

of this  program is  to rehouse

families and individuals into

permanent housing within 30 days

of program entry ,  and to maintain

the permanent housing at both a s ix

month and twelve month check-in .

During 2019 ,  HOS assisted 99

individuals in our Rapid ReHousing

Program (35 women and 64

children) .

WE  DO  MORE  THAN  PROV IDE

HOUS ING  FOR  OUR  CL IENTS

While staying at the Shelter ,  our
Women are provided the
opportunity to work with our
Workforce Development
Coordinator .  It is her role to network
and develop relationships with
companies and schools within the
community for available training
resources and employment
opportunities that she then passes
on to our clients .    Additionally ,  she
works with our clients assisting
them with resume writing ,  job
searches and interview prep so that
they can secure gainful ,  sustainable
employment .

Did You
Know...

Volunteers at Home of the
Sparrow dedicate anywhere

between 35,000 to 50,000+ total
hours of service each year
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14 Local Steak-N-Shake
restaurants Participated in a

home of the sparrow
donation drive and collected
1300 items from our Shelter
wish list, helping us support
the women and children in

our shelter. 

Miss Abygale not only organized a donation drive on behalf of her IEA
Horse Show at Clifford Farm, but she also organized a raffle, raising $200

on behalf of Home of the sparrow.
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Many of the women and children in our shelter rely on
public transportation  to get around, which means they are
walking miles every day in the rain and snow without the
proper footwear to keep them warm. Thanks, once again, to
the generous donation from petersen paving, all of our
shelter clients now have the boots they need to get
around! A huge thank you to the Petersen Paving Team!



thanks to the help of the women's club at St. thomas the
apostle, and their mini-me's, we were able to wrap all of

the women's presents donated during the holiday gift
program. the children's gifts are handed over to the mom's

so that they can experience the joy of wrapping the
presents for their children!



NEST STORE HOLIDAY PARTIES

MCHENRY

MUNDELEIN

WOODSTOCK
CARY


