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Due to the Illinois Shelter-in-Place mandate that went into effect on March 21st, 2020, all eight Home of the Sparrow thrift store loca-
tions were closed for 12 weeks. We wanted to ensure the health and safety of the community, our employees, and volunteers. We are
happy to finally announce that four of our thrift stores reopened last week, and the remainder will reopen this week! Please view page 5
for details on our new opening days, times, and schedules. Additional schedules for later weeks will be posted on our social media and
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Caitlyn reached out to Home of the Sparrow in need of
housing due to experiencing domestic violence in her
home and needing to flee. When she reached out to Home
of the Sparrow, she was residing in a hotel. While residing
at the hotel during the outbreak of the COVID-19, Caitlyn
reached out to Home of the Sparrow in need of housing

due to experiencing domestic violence in her home and
needing to flee for her safety. When she reached out to 

Home of the Sparrow, she was residing in a hotel. While re-
siding at the hotel during the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus,

she was the hotel during the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus, she 
was asked to leave because they needed all the hotel rooms to house

front-line workers for COVID-19. With nowhere else to go, she ended up living in her vehicle. This
caused a lot of stress and anxiety for her. After contacting Home of the Sparrow, our staff re-
sponded quickly and provided her with resources, including hotel vouchers, and got her housed
into an apartment within a week and a half. Caitlyn is now safe and happy in her own apartment
and reports being very thankful for Home of the Sparrow and the staff that supported her during
this time of need. She now has her own apartment that gives her a safe place away from her
abuser and a safe place to rebuild her life.

website in the near future.
 
Currently, Home of the Sparrow client services have not been interrupted and
clients are still receiving services. If you or someone you know is in need of
any housing assistance, staff is still available to assist you. Please call (815)
271-5444 during regular business hours; Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m, Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. If there is no answer please leave a
message, as we are still limited on staff. 
 
Home of the Sparrow would also like to thank everyone who has helped us
during the pandemic! From those who have helped make and donate some
masks for our staff and clients, to those who have donated necessary items
for our shelter, to everyone who has made a donation or shared our call to
action campaign, and to our retail family of volunteers and customers for
continuously supporting our thrift stores! We are grateful to be a part of an
incredible Caring Community! We hope you all are well and healthy and we
cannot wait to see everyone again!

Thank You to our Sponsors14
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Thank You to our Board of Directors!

A Letter from Home of the Sparrow's Executive Director,
Matt Kostecki

Joel Zarnstorff

Lauren Miller

Diana Passarelli

Patrick Coen

Tess Reinhard

Bob Sharp

Brian Silver

Debbie Espy

Peggy Klingenberg

Kerry Smith

I am happy to share that Home of the Sparrow will be celebrating its 34th year in
providing shelter, housing, and support to women and children. I am currently mid-year in
my second year as the Executive Director and am genuinely amazed by the outpouring of
support for the mission of Home of the Sparrow. Thank you for your support and
patience as Home of the Sparrow works through the ever-changing times of COVID-19.
 
I have been in the non-profit business for twenty-five years. I have seen all of the good
and the bad. I have to say COVID-19 has been very challenging to process and navigate.
On March 16th, just a few days before the Illinois Shelter-in-Place order was
implemented, we decided to close down our 7 Sparrow's Nest Thrift Stores and
Community Threads for the safety of our staff, volunteers, and shoppers. The next step
was making sure our front-line staff and clients were safe at our transitional shelter. We
made sure that all our   clients   and   staff   had   masks   and   gloves,  some  of  which
were graciously donated by members and organizations of the community. We have
been taking the temperatures of our staff and clients as well. As for Home of the
Sparrow's Programs and Services, we had to make some changes to keep our services
going. Many of our clients are still receiving housing help in our shelter and within our
housing programs. Clients also continue to receive case management services and
other resources.
 
We have been following the CDC guidelines and will continue to do so for this pandemic.
Our number one goal is to make sure clients and staff are safe. We have limited our staff
at the main administrative office, making sure we are following social distancing in the
workplace. We also have some departments working remotely. Home of the Sparrow
continues to do what we can to still be able to help those in need during COVID-19. One
thing I would like to highlight is the ongoing and outstanding support from donors and the community. We could not do it without you,
so thank you for helping us continue to carry out our mission. As we start to re-open our thrift stores and administrative office,
everyone's safety remains our number one priority.
 
Home of the Sparrow also held our Strategic Planning session for 2020-2023 back in February. We had twenty-five total participants,
which included staff from all departments and the Board of Directors in the process. I strongly believe that Home of the Sparrow will be
able to achieve the goals and objectives that have been outlined for the next three years. I would like to thank all of Home of the
Sparrow’s volunteers, donors, board members, and staff, without whom, Home of the Sparrow would not be the agency that it is. With
the community’s help, Home of the Sparrow has provided direct housing and outreach support to over 400 individuals and has
responded to over 3,096 requests in the past fiscal year. The need is great, and with your ongoing support, we have a strong foundation
and a bright outlook into the future. Thank you so much for your time, commitment, and financial support.
 
Lastly, in November of 2019, we launched our new Employment Program. We hired an Employment Counselor named Laurie Fulton.
Laurie has hit the ground running, and in a short amount of time she has fostered strong relationships with the McHenry County
Workforce Development, Willow Creek of Barrington, and McHenry County College Career Services. I would also like to thank
Northwestern Medicine and the Buckeye Foundation for their ongoing support. Our goal for the program is to assist women in
achieving independence through employment with benefits and livable wages to help them move from homelessness to housing. 
 
Within the last few months, 75% of clients have increased their Employment skills by:
    • Developing resumes (14 women) and submitting three job applications a week (10 women),
    • Meeting with the Employment Development Coordinator Bi-monthly (14 women),
    • Attending training, internship programs, certification programs, or Workforce Network classes (2 women),
    • Succeeding to help five clients obtain livable wage positions,
    • Participating in our new store internship position with our Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores. The internships provide an opportunity for 
      women to gain work skills and build their resumes. These are paid internships up to 240 hours, provided by the McHenry County 
      Workforce Development.
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IMMEDIATE NEEDS
100 children's masks
50 adult masks
 
GIFT CARDS
Aldi Gift Card
Gas Gift Cards
(BP, Mobil, Shell)
Meijer Gift Card
Menards Gift Card
Home Depot Gift Card
Walmart Gift Card
 
APPLIANCES
Microwave
Oscillating Fan
Vacuum Cleaner
 
BABY ITEMS
Baby Gate
Safety Cabinet and Drawer Locks
 
KITCHEN
Corelle Dinnerware Set (service for 4)
Pots and Pans Complete Set
 
BED AND BATH
Bath Towels and Bath Towel Sets
Cotton Blanket - Twin
Bed Bug Mattress Protector-Twin
Twin Comforter Set w/Sheets
 
APPLIANCES
Vacuum
Box or Floor Fan

CLEANING
Mop and Bucket
Paper towels
Broom
Mop and Bucket
Disinfectant Spray (Lysol)
Disinfectant Wipes
Furniture Spray/Polish
Laminate Floor Cleaner
Garbage Bags – 13 Gallon
Microfiber Mops & Replacement Pads
Oven Cleaner (Low fumes)
Pine-Sol/Mr. Clean
Hand Sanitizer
Clorox/Lysol spray
 
PAPER/PLASTIC
Cold Cups (9oz or larger)
Paper Plates (Sturdy)
Paper Bowls
Paper Towels
Plastic Forks
Plastic Knives
Plastic Spoons
Toilet Paper
Paper Lawn Bags
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
AA and AAA Batteries
Paint Brushes
Painting Drop Cloth
Paint Liners
Paint Roller Covers (3/8 inch nap)
Paint Roller Extensions
Painter's Tape
Sanding Blocks
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Shelter Needs Wish List
Donated items must be NEW. Please call 815-271-5444 to schedule an appointment before you drop off wish

list items at the administrative office. Our office address is 4209 W. Shamrock Lane, Unit 1B, McHenry, IL.
BOLDED items are immediate needs. Thank you!

Follow us on Social Media for more updates!

@homeofthesparrowinc@TheSparrowsSong Home of the Sparrow, Inc.@homeofthesparrowillinois
@homeofthesparrowvolunteers
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A Story About the Women You are Helping

1.   We are a stable organization with a 33 year history of helping 
       women and children get back on their feet, so your gift will 
       change lives.
 
2.   Charitable giving can help with offering the maximum tax 
       advantage allowable by State and Federal Law.
 
3.   Our staff and board of directors have a broad knowledge of the 
       issues leading to homelessness for women.
 
4.   We provide highly tailored services regarding each individual's 
       charitable giving interest.
 
5.   Our funds are designated to ensure individual’s giving interests 
       are adhered to.
 
6.   We accept a wide variety of assets, which makes giving to 
       Home of the Sparrow easier.
 
7.   We can partner with professional advisors to create effective      
      approaches to giving that benefits the donor. 
 
8.   We can multiply the impact of the gift by pooling it with other 
      gifts and grants.
 
9.   We can build endowment funds that benefit the community 
      long term and create personal legacies.
 
10. We are a community leader coordinating resources to create 
       positive change for the future.

About five years ago, Rebecca, age 54, gathered up the courage to leave a
domestic abuse situation from her then husband. With nothing but a couple
suitcases of personal belongings, she and her daughter entered one of Home of
the Sparrow’s Affordable Housing Program units in McHenry. Home of the
Sparrow provided them with services that included case management, assistance
with community resources, vouchers for home furniture from our Sparrow’s Nest
Thrift Stores, budgeting, health and wellness resources, and help with employment
searching. 
 
She was determined to work towards a more independent life and get back on her
feet so that she could continue to support her daughter through drug addiction
therapy and breast cancer treatment. Rebecca had also been working with Habitat
for Humanity for the past year or so, where she contributed a certain amount of
sweat equity hours. She was recently approved for a new home and has moved
into it with her daughter. After consistently working with her case manager,
Rebecca was able to secure a job and is now working at a human services center
where she serves individuals with Autism.
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10 Reasons to Leave a Legacy
to Home of the SparrowThe options for making a planned gift to Home of the Sparrow

are many. They include bequests, charitable trusts, private and
community foundations, charitable annuities and donor-advised
funds, to name a few. YOU can have an impact on future
generations with a planned gift. To include Home of the Sparrow
in your future planning, please contact Debbie DeGraw via e-mail
at ddegraw@hosparrow.org or phone at (815) 271-5444 x227.

Looking Forward and Giving Back

While staying at the transitional shelter, our women are provided
the opportunity to work with our Workforce Development
Coordinator. It is her role to network and develop relationships
with companies and schools within the community for available
training resources and employment opportunities that she then
passes on to our clients. Additionally, she works with our clients
assisting them with resume writing, job searches and interview
prep so that they can secure gainful, sustainable employment.

Did You Know...
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OKTOBERFEST CHARITY
GOLF OUTING 2019

Support Home of the Sparrow as a
Community Partner and Sponsor! 
 

By participating as a Sponsor of our events, your organization will
benefit from extended exposure through media campaigns, email
blasts, social media posts, and other promotional efforts directed
towards the supporters of Home of the Sparrow. Sponsorship
donations also provide your company with potential tax deduct-
ions. Your Sponsorship will make a difference in the lives of our
homeless women and children, by providing Hope, Opportunity
and Support on their journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency.  

To find out more about corporate sponsorship opportunities, please
contact Jennifer Kolarczyk, Events and Volunteer Program Manager,
at 815-271-5444 x224 or JKolaczyk@HOSparrow.org.
 
Many thanks to our current community Partners and Sponsors for their
generous sponsorships! Please consider supporting their businesses!

Is Corporate Sponsorship Right for You?
 

Is your company committed to making our community a better place to live?
Would your company like to gain more exposure in the Northern Illinois area?
Is social responsibility important to your business and employees?
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CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS ON OUR OKTOBERFEST GOLF OUTING

The pandemic has really impacted Home of the Sparrow.
All of our thrift stores were closed for 12 weeks, and we've
been unable to host most of our events, which has been
very stressful for our agency since we count on our
fundraisers to support our mission. With revenue down,
many  employees  have  been  furloughed  or  laid  off.
Right now, Home of the Sparrow is doing everything
possible  just  to sustain  our daily operations and provide
needed services to our community. As COVID-19
continues to spread, the future has never felt so
unpredictable. The latest news from the experts is that the
Covid-19 Pandemic is going to get worse before it gets
better, and is expected to be on the rise again in the Fall,
along with even more social distancing requirements. 
 
Unfortunately, due to this uncertainty, we feel it is in
everyone's best interest, health and safety to cancel our
Celebration of Women Luncheon, Casino Night Hope
Benefit, and our annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for
volunteers. 
 
However, considering we are  in desperate need of funds,
we have decided to  STILL HOST OUR HOPE ONLINE
AUCTION IN JULY 2020, OUR OKTOBERFEST GOLF
OUTING ON SEPTEMBER 14TH, 2020 AND ANOTHER
FUNDRAISER IN OCTOBER 2020. Full details for all of
these  events will be announced in our upcoming
monthly newsletters and on social media!

Home of the Sparrow Updates on Annual Events
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6/14/20
Sunday
 
6/15/20
Monday
 
6/16/20 
Tuesday
 
6/17/20
Wednesday
 
6/18/20
Thursday
 
6/19/20
Friday
 
6/20/20
Saturday

CLOSED
 
 
CLOSED
 
 
DONATIONS ACCEPTED ONLY AT ALL STORES
from 10am-4:30pm
 
ALL STORES OPEN: 10am-4:30pm.
Donations NOT accepted at any location.
 
ALL STORES OPEN: 10am-4:30pm.
Donations NOT accepted at any location.
 
ALL STORES OPEN: 10am-4:30pm.
Donations NOT accepted at any location.
 
ALL STORES OPEN: 10am-4:30pm.
Donations accepted at ALL locations.

MCHENRY
3714 W Elm Street
McHenry, IL 60050

(815)363-6008

ALGONQUIN
781 S. Randall Road
Algonquin, IL 60102

(847)458-2420

CARY
380 Northwest Hwy.

Cary, IL 60013
(847)639-4082

MUNDELEIN
357 Townline Road
Mundelein, IL 60060

(847)970-5584

PALATINE
275 E Northwest Highway

Palatine, IL 60067
(847) 705-6852

THIRD LAKE
34500 N. US Highway 45

Third Lake, IL 60030
(847)752-8397

WOODSTOCK
120 E Calhoun St

Woodstock, IL 60098
(815)206-5070

COMMUNITY THREADS
250 W. Rand Road

Arlington Heights, IL 60004
(847) 818-1630

LOCATIONS AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR OUR  7 SPARROW'S NEST THRIFT
STORE & DONATION CENTERS and COMMUNITY THREADS RESALE STORE:
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RE-OPENING OF SPARROW'S NEST THRIFT STORES & COMMUNITY THREADS
After almost 12 weeks of being closed, Home of the Sparrow is excited to implement the next phase of re-opening the Sparrow's Nest
Thrift Stores and Community Threads, which started June 2nd, 2020. Due to space constraints and the need to quarantine donations,
hours of operation and donation times vary by location, so please be sure to follow their Facebook Pages for the most up-to-date
information. 
 
Please see the schedule of days and times listed below. Schedules for the following weeks will be provided at a later time. Masks must
be worn and a limited number of people will be allowed in the thrift stores. Thank you! We cannot wait to see everyone again!

RE-OPENING SCHEDULE FOR OUR THRIFT STORES:

Week 3: June 14, 2020 - June 20, 2020
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SHOP OUR EBAY ONLINE THRIFT STORE
As of July 2019, all listings from the Sparrow’s Nests and Community
Threads now appear on eBay together on the site called “Sparrow’s
Nest Resale”. Currently there are over 450 listings with many more
planned. Visit our eBay Sparrow’s Nest Resale Store often to find
unique, collectible and nostalgic items! New listings appear
every day from all eight Resale Stores.

FIVESTARS ROYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM
Join our FiveStars Loyalty Rewards Program and Mobile Marketing Platform! This new loyalty program has replaced the
paper rewards program, previously called the Frequent Shopper Rewards Program. FiveStars allows customers to join by
simply providing their phone number. Once registered, they can immediately start earning rewards. For more information
about FiveStars, please feel free to call or stop by any of our eight thrift stores to ask a manager for more details.

CLICK HERE TO SHOP THE EBAY
SPARROW'S NEST THRIFT STORE
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FURNITURE PICKUP SERVICE
On Tuesday, June 9th, Home of the Sparrow resumed our free
furniture pickup service! Thank you for your patience as we work
on the re-opening of our Sparrow's Nest Thrift Stores and Commun-
ity Threads!
 
Donors are now able to go to our website and schedule a free pickup. Due to
COVID-19, we request that donors have their items to be picked up outside, in the
garage, or as close as possible to the front door. Thank you!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
As we start to re-open our Sparrow's Nest Thrift Stores and Community Threads, we will need volunteers to help with
sorting and organizing donation items. For more information about volunteering, please view page 7 of this newsletter.
More details about volunteering at our thrift stores will be announced soon. We are so excited to have our Home of the
Sparrow family back together and in action! 
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Home of the Sparrow opened its doors 34 years
ago to homeless women and children in McHenry
County. As we worked to build a solid foundation
and presence in the community, many volunteers
and groups dedicated their time and talents to
help women and children in need through Home
of the Sparrow. Over all these years, Home of the
Sparrow is able to provide housing programs and
services to many homeless women and children
each year with the help of all our passionate
volunteers. Thank you so much for supporting our
mission through your service, time, and
commitment!
 
Today, Home of the Sparrow has over 840
individual volunteers and over 400 group
volunteers through different organizations,
businesses, and schools. Combined, these
volunteers gave over 99,830 hours of their time
this past fiscal year. Some of the areas volunteers
help with include our thrift stores, at our shelter
as a child’s mentor or in the educational
programs, headquarters providing administrative
help, committees such as our Board of Directors
and Event committee, events, speaking
engagements through our Ambassador Program,
and various group projects such as yard work and
painting at our housing units.
 
Our volunteer program continues to grow due to
the increasing demand for services and
affordable housing in Northern Illinois. With the
addition of more affordable housing units, the
partnership with Community Threads, and new
programs, we are forever grateful for your help! 

We are so incredibly thankful for our many volunteers, who are the
backbone of our organization. Last year, more than 845 volunteers
gave of their time and talents by volunteering over 99,830 hours to
support our mission. Their dedication and commitment allow Home
of the Sparrow to help even more homeless women and children in
need.
 
Over the past few months, we have really missed seeing our
volunteers and their smiling faces. Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic,
all of our thrift stores temporarily closed, our fundraising events
were canceled, and our shelter education and child mentor
programs were put on hold.
 
As our thrift stores begin reopening, we are going to need lots of
volunteers to help us process the many anticipated donations that
our community has been saving for us, after cleaning out their
closets and basements while staying at home!
 
Volunteers are needed at Community Threads Thrift Store in
Arlington Heights and our Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores in
Algonquin, Cary, McHenry, Mundelein, Palatine, Third Lake, and
Woodstock. Volunteers help sort and price donations, display
merchandise, and provide customer service.

CLICK HERE TO COMPLETE THE
ONLINE VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
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Thrift Store Volunteers
are Urgently Needed!

Volunteer Opportunities
for Seasonal Projects

Home of the Sparrow is also in need of volunteers to help with
seasonal projects at our shelter and our 26 affordable housing
units. These volunteer opportunities include yardwork, power
washing and staining, interior and exterior painting, and general
maintenance needs.

For more information about volunteering or if you have any
questions, please contact Jennifer Kolarczyk, Events and Volunteer
Program Manager via phone at 815-271-5444 ext. 224 or e-mail at
jkolarczyk@hosparrow.org.

Volunteers are the
Backbone of our Agency
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Elizabeth's Journey to
Independence

Every year, Home of the Sparrow touches the lives of over
3,000 individuals through our housing programs, Outreach
and Prevention Program, transitional shelter, and other
supportive  services for clients. Elizabeth could have been
one of the 36,000 mothers in the United States between the
ages of 18 and 25 who find themselves living on the streets
or in homeless shelters each year. She and her one-year old
daughter have been staying at her grandparents’ home for a
few months without luck after multiple job interviews and
actively seeking employment. Soon, self-doubt and severe
anxiety quickly eroded her motivation to pursue self-
reliance. Desperate for help before finding herself
homeless, Elizabeth called Home of the Sparrow with hope
in finding some guidance and support, and was linked with
a case manager in our Outreach and Prevention Program.
 
Over the next few months, one step at a time, the case
manager worked with Elizabeth to help her set her own
personal and professional goals, develop a resume that
highlighted her interests and skills, and practice job
interviewing skills. Elizabeth was diligent and determined to
reach all of her goals so that she could provide a stable life
for herself and her daughter. She worked several part-time
jobs, volunteered in her free time, and did her best to
network around the community to continue building her
work skills.
 
It took more than a year, but with all of her hard work, she
and her daughter are now living independently in their new
home and are prepared for small emergencies that could
send them spiraling into homelessness. Elizabeth
successfully found a job with benefits and enjoys the
meaningful work that she does. Her daughter is also
growing strong and is thriving in daycare. They are forever
grateful that Home of the Sparrow was able to help them
avoid becoming homeless.
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Programs and Services
through COVID-19

Home of the Sparrow's number one priority is making sure
that all of our clients are safe. Since the outbreak of COVID-
19, members of the community have donated masks and
other sanitary cleaning items to our shelter and housing
units. Home of the Sparrow has also implemented new
protective and cleaning measures that follow CDC
guidelines. This includes frequently wiping down items and
shared community spaces at the shelter, washing hands,
wearing masks, and taking the temperatures of the staff
and clients.
 
During the Shelter-in-Place Order, Home of the Sparrow has
extended the shelter stay period for clients and have put a
hold on in-take to ensure the safety of current residents.
Our Program and Services team will be exploring ways in
which we can safely begin our in-take process again once
this order is lifted. With that said, Home of the Sparrow has
been able to help a few women by placing them in our
Rapid Re-housing Program. Clients in our housing programs
within our housing units across the county have continued
to receive supportive services such as remote case
management and check-ins with their case managers.
 
With the increase of immediate need, our  Outreach and
Prevention Program has also been able help individuals by
referring them to community resources that best fit their
needs during the pandemic.
 
In these unprecedented times, many of our clients have
been laid off from their jobs. Home of the Sparrow is doing
our best to help them get back on their feet, but our
greatest need is making sure that we are able to provide
housing and services through monetary donations and
grants. Thank you to everyone who has made a donation to
further support Home of the Sparrow's mission!
 
 

We have program openings within our Affordable Housing
Program for moms or single women who are currently or
imminently homeless, formerly homeless, or low-income.
Applications can be submitted to our Housing Manager,
Carly Crossman, at ccrossman@hosparrow.org. For more
information, please feel free to call 815-271-5444 x402.
Thank you!

Affordable Housing
Program Openings

 

If you or someone you know is in need of Home of
the Sparrow's services, please pass on our contact

information and encourage her to call us at
815-271-5444 or visit www.HOSparrow.org.

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS THE
AFFORDABLE HOUSING APPLICATION
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CLICK HERE TO DONATE
TO THE RESPONSE FUND

Thank you to  Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois  for
supporting Home of the Sparrow with a $20,000 grant from
their COVID-19 Community Collaboration Fund! BCBSIL has
selected 75 organizations across Illinois with missions
focused on access to care, hunger and shelter to receive
grants to rapidly help address to the current crisis. Their gift
will greatly help our clients during this time of need. We are
grateful for their support! 

Home of the Sparrow would like to thank two special donors
for donating Mother's Day gifts to our clients at the shelter!
They delivered fresh flowers and some lovely birdhouses this
weekend to help us celebrate some amazing mothers at
Home of the Sparrow! Your kindness brightens our days
through these dark times. Thank you! (Pictured are two of
Home of the Sparrow's shelter staff members)

Local nonprofit organizations are experiencing a surge in demand for
services from neighbors and communities significantly impacted by the
coronavirus outbreak. It’s critical that these organizations have the
resources they need to continue to operate at the highest capacity. Your
donation will support the agencies that are ensuring our neighbors can
access basic needs in this time of crisis. 
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Throughout the month of May, Home of the Sparrow hosted a
Cash for Quarantine Drawing as a way to spread awareness
about #GivingTuesday and to give back to the those who
continuously support our mission! Thank you to everyone who
participated in this drawing. We had over 140+ entries! Your
contribution will help homeless women and children. On
Monday, June 1st, 2020, at 3:15pm, Home of the Sparrow
announced the three lucky winners! Congratulations to these
individuals and thank you again for your support!
 
$1,000 Cash Prize: Peggy Klingenberg
$500 Cash Prize: Colleen Blankenhorn
$250 Cash Prize: Pam LaVoie
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https://thecfmc.org/mchenry-county-community-covid-19-response-fund/?fbclid=IwAR10rjsRkWlKD8xnz8IoG6MJnttvQ_lCKeFw9oa-CGYCFV7G_U7UKmnPLRM
https://thecfmc.org/mchenry-county-community-covid-19-response-fund/?fbclid=IwAR10rjsRkWlKD8xnz8IoG6MJnttvQ_lCKeFw9oa-CGYCFV7G_U7UKmnPLRM
http://www.hosparrow.org/
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CLICK HERE TO READ FULL ARTICLE

We'd like to thank the Great Lakes Credit Union for donating
$420, in partnership with Liberty Mutual, to help Home of the
Sparrow back in March of 2020! We are grateful you have
chosen us as your charity of choice! Together, we are able to
help many homeless women and children in McHenry County
and Northern Illinois. Your support will continue to help women
and their children at our shelter and housing programs!
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With the generous support of the community, Home of the
Sparrow is able to continue to help homeless women and
children in McHenry County and Northern Illinois. We are proud
to be mentioned as the Charity Spotlight in the  Daily
Herald Newspaper on April 28th, 2020.
 
Charity spotlight: Home of the Sparrow works to end
homelessness, help victims of domestic violence.

Casey Reeves, a Huntley engineer and woodworker, will be
competing in the Builders Challenge to build a dining table for a
family or organization in need. We are grateful that he has
chosen Home of the Sparrow to be the recipient of his
handmade wood dining table and are excited to put it to use at
our McHenry Shelter! Thank you so much for this gift, for your
beautiful work, and consideration!

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

CLICK HERE TO READ FULL ARTICLE

Thank you to CBS Chicago for featuring one of our thrift stores
on their channel! A couple of weeks ago, Community Threads
ran a donation drive and we are happy to share that it was a
success! Thank you everyone who dropped by and helped! To
stay up-to-date on our other thrift stores and the re-opening
details, please follow Home of the Sparrow's social media or
visit our website at www.HOSparrow.org.
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https://www.dailyherald.com/entlife/20200428/charity-spotlight-home-of-the-sparrow-works-to-end-homelessness-help-victims-of-domestic-violence?fbclid=IwAR2KFbUQZRyD1wbII5kpUUho4_GRnG0HQKtqLTFR-tdwz2CbaELllIk4ijk
https://www.hosparrow.org/builders-challenge/
https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2020/05/19/arlington-heights-thrift-shop-opens-for-1-day-donation-drop-off/?fbclid=IwAR1hUmOmqyrTEeRgn-mlcHO79bkGzC0AwFeHhvIxvQpcUte6vJDadkbOYRI
http://www.hosparrow.org/
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In January of 2020, Debbie DeGraw, Vice President of
Marketing and Development, and Jennifer Kolarczyk, Events &
Volunteer Program Manager, attended the Crystal Lake
Chamber's Women Empowering Women Group's luncheon in
celebration of their 2020 Service Project and partnership with
HOS! Thank you for supporting our mission and helping to
raise funds for our programs and services.

CLICK HERE TO READ FULL ARTICLE

Home of the Sparrow would like to thank Northwestern
Medicine for their grant of $10,000, and to an anonymous donor
who has generously supported and funded our new
employment program back in February of 2020. Check out our
Employment Program in the Northwest Herald by clicking the
button below.

Thank you to Hand2Hand for making a $1,750 donation to
Home of the Sparrow this past holiday! Hand2Hand is a
nonprofit organization with the mission to help disadvantaged
women and children hand to hand. The nonprofit serves their
community by obtaining local grants and funding and then
donating the funds to other local agencies. They also sell
handmade crafts and donate the profits to help others. Thank
you to Hand2Hand's Board Members, Karen, Pam, Joyce, and
Joyce's granddaughter who is also one of their volunteers, for
visiting and supporting Home of the Sparrow!

My Sister's Dress held their annual dress sale on March
7th and had a great turnout! They raised over $5,600 to
support Home of the Sparrow's homeless women and
children! We would like to thank My Sister's Dress and
their committee members,  Sage YMCA, Northwestern
Medicine Health & Fitness Center,  Star 105.5,  Taylor
Stevens Salon Spa,  Black Orchid Boutique, all of the
volunteers who helped set up or take down at the
event, and everyone from the community who dropped
by, bought some beautiful dresses, and supported
Home of the Sparrow!
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https://www.nwherald.com/2020/02/10/home-of-the-sparrow-hires-coach-to-help-homeless-women-combat-unemployment-underemployment/am3pnxb/?utm_medium=NWHFacebook&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR3fjdQgPyAGxk1tOHePCh6EJqGxzKnvL64aO66MBPDf_KzrVhi5gEKMzio#Echobox=1581519150
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CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS & TO APPLY

Sign up for our
newsletters at
HOSparrow.org

Host your own fundraiser to benefit HOS
See if your employer has a matching fund program
Leave a bequest or legacy to HOS
Start an auxiliary group to fundraise for the women and
children that we help
Ask about our Board of Directors or Community
Leadership Council Opportunities
Invite us to speak at your house of worship, school, group
or company
Shop at, donate gently used items, or volunteer at one of
our 7 Sparrow's Nest Thrift Stores or Community Threads

Ways of Giving to
Home of the Sparrow

Give Monthly.
Change Lives Every Day.
Help homeless women and children year-
round by providing Hope, Opportunity, and
Support. Please visit HOSparrow.org to
make your monthly contribution.

Car Issues & Costly Repairs? 
Donate your vehicle!
Donate your old car Home of the Sparrow at
careasy.org/nonprofit/home-of-the-sparrow.
For more information, call 855-500-7433 or
contact our office at 815-271-5444.

Choose HOS as your charity of
choice on AmazonSmile!
Giving back is as easy as online shopping!
Shop at AmazonSmile and Amazon will make
a donation to Home of the Sparrow. Sign in at
smile.amazon.com, select HOS, and shop!

Other Ways to Help
Home of the Sparrow
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Home of the Sparrow has job openings for a Case Manager
and a Rapid Re-housing Case Manager! If you are passionate
about helping others in your community, this may be the
perfect opportunity for you! To apply or learn more, please
visit our website for the job description and application.

Job Openings with Home of
the Sparrow! Join our team!

Get all the updates on Home of the Sparrow's
events, volunteer opportunities, client
success stories, and more!
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http://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D36-3494491%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_36-3494491_cl%26token%3DqgJYPU7HzaNlhuwFceABWoKELFJ0DK3pYnbMbtoBh1jCKOE9Z%252F8Ipxr8sT42uJXezmGAvrkSNKXtMZRkeHTADg%253D%253Dhttps://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D36-3494491%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_36-3494491_cl%26token%3DqgJYPU7HzaNlhuwFceABWoKELFJ0DK3pYnbMbtoBh1jCKOE9Z%252F8Ipxr8sT42uJXezmGAvrkSNKXtMZRkeHTADg%253D%253D
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Thank you to our Sponsors!
On behalf of the women and children served, Home of the Sparrow would like to thank all of our generous event sponsors for supporting

our mission and helping those in need! We also appreciate the efforts of other local organizations and businesses that donated to our
silent and live auctions! The support from each of these sponsors, organizations, and business shows a strong commitment to improve

our community. Thank you! Click each of our sponsors' logos to learn more about their company and organization!
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https://www.stryker.com/
https://orbisconstruction.com/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
https://morganbronze.com/
https://www.alchemyfinancialgroup.com/
https://www.expresspros.com/
https://www.nwherald.com/
https://www.alliancecontractors.com/
https://www.crystallakebank.com/
https://www.advocatehealth.com/gshp/
https://www.rustoleum.com/
https://www.bzelectrical.com/
https://currancontracting.com/
https://realworldquality.com/contact-us/
http://www.drkubik.com/
https://crystallakeoralsurgery.com/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
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$1,000                  $500                  $250                  $100                  $50                  $25

Other $                                         I would like to add Home of the Sparrow to my will.

CREDIT CARD NUMBER                                                                  EXPIRATION DATE                                         SECURITY CODE

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

ADDRESS                                                                                                         CITY                             STATE                              ZIP
VISA                 MASTERCARD                 DISCOVER                 CHECK

NAME                                                                                                  E-MAIL                                                                     PHONE

To donate today, CLICK HERE!

YES!  I WOULD LIKE TO HELP HOMELESS WOMEN AND CHILDREN!

MAKE AN ONLINE DONATION BY CLICKING HERE: WWW.HOSPARROW.ORG/DONATE
OR PRINT THIS PAGE AND MAIL TO: HOME OF THE SPARROW, 4209 W. SHAMROCK LANE, UNIT B, MCHENRY, IL 60050

Home of the Sparrow provides women and children with
HOPE for a better future, OPPORTUNITY to gain skills, and SUPPORT towards independence.
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

$500 can provide one month's
rent for a family

$50 can supply a week's worth of
gas to get to and from work

$250 can provide a week of
childcare for a working mother

$100 can pay for a week of
groceries or a month of utilities

$25 can provide a new
pair of shoes for a child

$1,000 can provide Case
Management services
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4209 W. Shamrock Lane, Unit B
McHenry, IL 60050

THE SONG
Summer 2020 Newsletter

The mission of Home of the Sparrow is to
provide Hope, Opportunity and Support that

empowers women and children as they journey
from homelessness to self-sufficiency

 

Home of the Sparrow gratefully acknowledges local funding
from the United Way of Greater McHenry County


