
4209 W. Shamrock Lane, Unit B, McHenry, IL 60050 • (815)271-5444 • www.HOSparrow.org 

http://www.hosparrow.org/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
http://www.hosparrow.org/


MISSION
To provide hope, opportunity, and support that empowers women and children
as they journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency.

VISION
To reduce homelessness among women and children through creative
strategies and community partnerships, resulting in lasting self-sufficiency.

HOME OF THE SPARROW TIMELINE
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A task force is formed to address the increasing
numbers of homeless women and children in
McHenry County

The McHenry County Interfaith Shelter, later
renamed Home of the Sparrow, applies for 501(c)3
status and opens its first rented shelter in McHenry

501(c)3 status is granted • Sixteen women & children
are sheltered

Current McHenry Shelter site is purchased

Home of the Sparrow helps to open the Lake County
Haven Shelter • The first Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store
and Donation Center opens in McHenry

Waukegan Road Apartments site is purchased

Opened Boy’s Shelter in Woodstock (Closed 1996)

Helped create and open Pennsylvania Home of the
Sparrow

Opened Palatine Shelter • Crystal Lake site shelter is
purchased • McHenry Shelter is expanded to include
4 additional shelter units • Winner of Governors
Home Town Award for Volunteerism

Opened Cary Sparrow’s Nest • Opened Arlington
Heights Sparrow’s Nest • Winner of Governors Home
Town Award for Volunteerism

Choate Ascent Center further expands McHenry
Shelter with a 10 year program

Arlington Heights Sparrow’s Nest moves to Palatine

Palatine Shelter transferred to WINGS for program
efficiency

Woodstock Sparrow’s Nest opens • Initial discussions
occur related to the potential acquisition of agency-
owned housing units

Home of the Sparrow acquired 13 units of housing
from McHenry County and the Housing Opportunity
Development Corp. • Algonquin Sparrow’s Nest
opens

Awarded funding through the HUD-HOME program,
ultimately acquiring 6 additional affordable housing
units

The Outreach & Prevention Program starts •
Mundelein Sparrow’s Nest opens

McHenry Shelter expansion for 5 additional units

Added 19th Affordable Housing unit • Education and
Employment Program is piloted • Moved
Headquarters Office to new location • Mundelein
Sparrow’s Nest expansion • Cary Sparrow’s Nest
furniture showroom renovation expansion • Sold
Crystal Lake Shelter • Awarded “Nonprofit of the
Year” by Shaw Media • Expanded McHenry Shelter
parking lot

Added 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th and 25th Affordable
Housing units

Third Lake Sparrow’s Nest opens • Welcomed
Community Threads Thrift Store into our resale
family • Added our 26th & 27th Affordable Housing
Unit

Community Threads officially merged into HOS •
Launched Sparrow's Nest eBay online thrift store •
New FiveStars Loyalty Program for thrift stores 

Employment Program Launch • Sparrow's Nest Thrift
Store - Algonquin location permanently closed in
October 

Hosted first-ever virtual fundraiser event
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A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DEAR FRIENDS OF HOME OF THE SPARROW,
Home of the Sparrow is proud to have persevered through another year!
With the everchanging state of the world, we believe that Home of the
Sparrow’s strength is rooted in the support of the community. Your
generous efforts have provided direct support to 378 individuals this past
fiscal year, and have helped another 1,700 individuals who were assisted
through phone referrals to local resources. In 2021, HOS celebrated its
34th year in providing a transitional shelter, housing programs, job
training, and supportive services to homeless women and children. We are
ecstatic to celebrate HOS’s upcoming 35th Anniversary in 2022, and look
forward to continuing our impact within the community and across
Northern Illinois. I appreciate all of you for lifting up the agency! 

Throughout the pandemic and moving forward, HOS has responded to
emerging community needs, stepping up to take on several COVID-related
contracts, which allowed HOS to serve more clients within our own
programs and help more individuals who were in need when our
programs were at full capacity. HOS was able to implement and manage
the Short-Term Rental Assistance Program to Prevent Homelessness,
funded by CARES Act Grant Funds, which provided up to three months of
rental assistance, utility assistance, hotel/motel vouchers, and case
management to individuals unable to access other forms of help.

Additionally, HOS partnered with the McHenry County Department of Planning & Community Development, hiring a
Community Navigator to field and process requests from community members as part of the McHenry County
Emergency Utility and Rental Assistance Program. As we look to the future, HOS has also partnered with the Housing
Opportunity Development Corporation and was awarded funding to add additional units of Affordable Housing. We
are happy to have received funding to reinstate the Employment Program as well. Services within the Employment
Program will be open to all clients in HOS’s housing programs, shelter, and Outreach & Prevention Program to
increase their employable skills, improve their education and/or employment attainment, and work toward securing
employment at a livable wage.

HOS’s seven thrift stores are operating with longer Temporary Pandemic Hours. We were excited to see our shoppers
and volunteers back at the stores supporting our mission! In October of 2020, HOS made the difficult decision to end
the lease for the Sparrow's Nest Thrift Store in Algonquin due to limited parking, construction, and logistical issues.
But I want to thank all of the staff and volunteers who have dedicated their service and time at that location. Many
volunteers there have now been re-assigned and embraced at the other six Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store locations. We
hope that you all will continue to shop at our Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores across Northern Illinois and Community
Threads in Arlington Heights.

I am optimistic about 2022 and look forward to celebrating HOS’s 35th year in providing services to our community.
We welcome you all to join us at our 35th Anniversary Gala on May 21st, 2022 to honor Home of the Sparrow (visit
www.hosparrow.org for the most up-to-date details about HOS’s events pending CDC Guidelines). I believe we will
accomplish many great things ahead with a strong foundation and new opportunities! Thank you for your donations
whether it was monetary or items from the Shelter Needs Wish List, for volunteering your time, shopping at our seven
thrift stores, attending our events, and for spreading awareness about HOS's mission! HOS is grateful for your time,
commitment, and support! I wish you all a blessed and Happy New Year!

Sincerely,
Matthew Kostecki
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GREETINGS,
Thank you for your continued interest in Home of the Sparrow (HOS)! This past
year has been a trying and challenging year for us all, but HOS has been working
diligently with staff and community partners to sustain HOS’s operations,
programs and services for homeless women and children. I want to thank everyone
who has supported the agency. It is with your help that HOS is able to change the
lives of individuals who may be struggling with housing; your donations enable
HOS to provide much needed services and basic needs to homeless women,
children, and families so that they can get back on their feet.

The Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores and Community Threads are fully open with
adjusted temporary hours, the majority of furloughed staff have returned to work
either in-person and/or remote, volunteer support has remained consistent, and
the agency is standing strong with many exciting plans for the upcoming year,
including HOS’s 35th Anniversary and impact within the community. Please join
HOS at our 35th Anniversary Gala in the spring of 2022 for a night of entertainment
and inspiration as they celebrate HOS’s accomplishments and mission (visit
www.hosparrow.org for details). We hope to see you there!

A LETTER FROM THE FISCAL YEAR 2021
BOARD OF DIRECTORS PRESIDENT
Joel Zarnstorff

HOS had to cancel two annual spring fundraising events which are vital in raising funds as well as bringing awareness to
the issues of homelessness. In place of those events, HOS was successful in hosting a Virtual Sip & Savor Hope Benefit
through Zoom and Facebook Live. Even though HOS resorted to new means of virtual fundraising, I am amazed by the
swiftness and creativity of the Development Team’s execution of this event. Attendees had the opportunity to learn
more about HOS’s mission while enjoying a charcuterie board and wine package. In September 2020, HOS's Annual
Oktoberfest Charity Golf Outing was held at the Bull Valley Golf Club, with one of their highest number of golfers in
recent years, along with a virtual silent auction. Thank you to everyone who attended these events! You have helped
raised much needed funds to support HOS’s programs and services.

At the end of October 2020, the board made the difficult decision to close the Algonquin Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store. This
was not entered into lightly, but we are confident that we will re-establish a retail presence in that area in the near
future. I am also happy to share that most of the staff that were at the Algonquin store have found other roles within the
retail operation of HOS. HOS and I thank them all for their continued devotion to the agency’s mission!

I cannot express how truly impressed I am with the resilience and innovation of HOS staff and my fellow board
members. Everyone had the clients’ best interests in mind and were quick to adapt to on-going changes that the
pandemic brought on, while maintaining quality services for those most vulnerable to economic and social impact.
Everyone's dedication at HOS has reinforced how proud I am to be affiliated with such an outstanding organization. I
would like to personally thank every one of our stakeholders, donors, volunteers, sponsors, and staff for your
commitment in HOS’s mission. Thank you for making a difference and touching the lives of women and children who are
facing homelessness in McHenry County and Northern Illinois! 
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A STORY ABOUT THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN YOU ARE HELPING
Joanna and her daughter came to Home of the Sparrow (HOS) after she found the
courage to leave her abusive relationship of many years. They left with very little
belongings in hopes of finding a safe haven and starting a new life. At the beginning of
the pandemic, Joanna and her daughter lived with her pregnant sister for a few
months while she worked a part-time job and looked for a more stable job. When her
niece was born, her sister’s family could no longer host Joanna and her daughter in
their small apartment. 

In need of support and a place to call home, Joanna called HOS and was immediately
linked with the Employment Specialist and a Case Manager at their transitional
shelter. They helped strengthen her skills and resume while she enrolled in
educational classes and continued to seek employment. After many interviews and
hard work, Joanna landed a full-time job to support herself and her daughter. One of
her goals was to save up for a new car, which she was now able to do with a steady
income. Joanna and her daughter successfully moved out of the shelter and are now
living  in  an  apartment  unit  within  HOS's  Rapid  Rehousing  Program.  HOS’s  Rapid
Rehousing Program provides rental assistance to families and individuals to help to
stabilize their housing circumstances. She and her daughter are on a path towards
independence. She is thankful to have a second chance in life!

THANK YOU TO HOME OF THE
SPARROW'S GRANT FUNDERS

Major portions of Home of the Sparrow's funding arrive in the way of foundation, government and corporate grants.
Funding received from these sources are used towards general operations, direct client services and supportive services,
affordable housing and rapid rehousing. Home of the Sparrow would like to thank all of the organizations that have
provided funding over the past year! We truly appreciate your support!

Advia Foundation
Alfred Bersted Foundation
AptarGroup Charitable Foundation
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Barrington Junior Women's Club
Blue Cross Blue Shield Foundation on Health Care
Community Foundation for McHenry County
Ecolab Foundation
Enbridge Energy
First Midwest Charitable Foundation
Fred J. Brunner Foundation
George M Eisenberg Foundation for Charities
Gerry and Bill Cowlin Foundation
Home State Bank
Huntington Foundation
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, Office of Employment and Training

Illinois Department of Human Services
James Huntington Foundation
Kiwanis Foundation of Crystal Lake
Lake in the Hills Rotary Club Charitable Foundation
McGraw Foundation
McHenry County Mental Health Board
McHenry County Senior Services Grant Commission
Mental Health Resource League 
Northwestern Medicine
SBB Research Group
TJX Foundation
United States Department of Housing & Urban Development
United States Department of the Treasury
United Way of Greater McHenry County
Webb Foundation
Woodstock Rotary Foundation
Zurich North America
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VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are the backbone of the agency! Home of the

Sparrow thanks each and every volunteer and volunteer group
for dedicating their time and talents to help those in need!

Home of the Sparrow is proud of its talented and
dedicated employees, who work tirelessly day in and
day out to serve the clients in their programs. HOS
provides staff for programs and services,
administrative, development and thrift store locations
through 57 part-time and 41 full-time employees.

Home of the Sparrow is fortunate to have a loyal and
dependable volunteer base. Volunteers provide a wide
variety of services to the organization on an annual
basis. Volunteers also serve in many different areas,
including on the Board of Directors, at the seven thrift
stores, in committees, at HOS's annual events, as
administrative assistants, with fundraising efforts, and
as ambassadors to share HOS's story in the
community.

Number of Individual Volunteers

Hours from Individual Volunteers

Number of Groups that Volunteered

Hours from Groups that Volunteered

TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS

770

58,867.5

58,853.5
14
30

TOTAL NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS784

During the pandemic, Home of the Sparrow's thrift stores closed for a few months due to the Shelter-in-Place
Order. This resulted in a decrease of the number of volunteers compared to fiscal year 2020. Nevertheless,
once the thrift stores opened up again in June of 2020, staff and volunteers were eager and ready to continue
contributing to HOS's mission. Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who supported the thrift stores
and the agency through a very challenging year!

6



VOLUNTEER GROUPS
Home of the Sparrow would like to thank all of the wonderful

volunteer groups who helped with projects including yard work,
painting, power washing, staining, maintenance, thrift store

assistance, event help, and having Shelter Needs Donation Drives!

Pictured below are some of the very many volunteer groups that have helped Home of the Sparrow
in fiscal year 2021! Thank you all for a great year and for making a difference in the community!
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Crystal Lake Rotary First United Methodist Church

The Wacaser Family and Friends Group Shepherd of the Prairie Lutheran Church

Allstate Group Tom Prudden Group



Joel Zarnstorff
HOS Board President, FY 2021

"The biggest impact on me has been hearing the
stories of HOS clients and learning how quickly
someone’s personal situation can change. It is
important for members of a community to support
one another, because you never know when you
might be in need of help yourself."

Diana Passarelli
HOS Board Vice President, FY 2021

"Having such a close and intimate awareness of the
issues that people within my community face was
very humbling. It’s been a great experience where I
felt that I was able to contribute and learn from the
other talented people I was surrounded by."

Peggy Klingenberg
HOS Board Secretary, FY 2021

"I have been involved with HOS since 2013. Coming
onto the board in 2019, I thought it would be great
to further my involvement in a different area. I
enjoyed being a large part and supporter of the
agency because I am very passionate about the their
mission."

Brian Silver
HOS Board Treasurer, FY 2021

"I was a supporter and volunteer for HOS before
joining the board. Since serving on the board, I’ve
become a little wiser, more appreciative of and
humbled by HOS's mission. HOS provides excellent
services to and in partnership with the other
community organizations."
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Dean Karamagianis
HOS Board Director, FY 2021

"Home of the Sparrow performs critical and
important work in assisting families that are
experiencing homelessness. It is truly an honor and
pleasure to be part of HOS's Board of Directors
during the past fiscal year!"

Kerry Smith
HOS Board Director, FY 2021

"I got involved at Home of the Sparrow because I
believe in the mission of helping others. My time on
the board has shown me the need that's out there,
and I want to be part of the solution."

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FISCAL YEAR JULY 2020-JUNE 2021

John Eiermann
HOS Board Director, FY 2021

"I have enjoyed learning how I can use my gifts and
resources to support the agency. I see how we as a
board are stronger and are attracting more
diversified board members bringing many
experiences needed at this time."

Matt Kostecki
HOS Executive Director

"I’ve watched this agency grow over the years and it
is an honor to be a part of a great agency. I see how
hard the staff works and are dedicated to the
mission and how they tirelessly change lives every
day. That's what impact's me at HOS and I am proud
to be a part of this great organization."

Gina Aragones
HOS Board Director, FY 2021

"I am amazed to see the impact that HOS has within
the community! The agency has dedicated staff,
volunteers, and supporters who believe in their
mission!" 

Lauren Miller
HOS Board Director, FY 2021

"HOS has a powerful mission, so it was great to be
able to help my community! I served shortly as part
of their Retail Board and previously as their Board of
Directors Secretary in past years."



SHORT-TERM TRANSITIONAL SHELTER
HOS's shelter remained at 50% capacity due to the CDC's guidelines for
homeless shelters. HOS served less children and more single females
compared to FY 2020. The shelter provides secure living conditions in a
dorm style environment and wraparound services that are designed to
meet clients “where they are” to help them move toward a new beginning
and a self-sufficient lifestyle. Services include case management, linkages
to community resources, employment and career planning, mental health
services, and more. The shelter provides nine dorm style rooms with two
communal kitchens, shared bathrooms, children's play area, computer
area, and laundry facilities. There are four two-bedroom individual living
units for larger families, mothers with adolescent-age boys or children with
special needs. Currently, the shelter can serve up to 32-40 individuals per
night. Clients stay an average of 5.2 months and approximately 88 percent
of clients successfully obtained permanent housing upon exiting in FY
2021.

In fiscal year 2021, the shelter served
44 clients (25 women and 19 children).

Individuals who enter HOS's
programs receive supportive
and holistic services that
address the core issues of
homelessness.

These services include:

Case Management and
Advocacy Support

Basic needs assistance
(clothing, toiletries, food, etc.)

Counseling and complex
trauma interventions

Linkages to behavioral health
resources

Career assistance, job
searching assistance, and
trauma-informed job
counseling

Linkages to educational
opportunities and
scholarships

Life skills training

Linkages to community
resources

Parenting classes

Child care assistance

Transportation assistance

Through a grant from the Federal Department of Housing and Urban
Development, HOS is able to assist families who have employment, but
have experienced a life event that has put them into financial jeopardy. In FY
2021, due to an increase of clients losing their employment, clients had to
apply for the Treasury Rental Assistance Program for additional support.

HOS RRH clients and families are ready to bypass the transitional shelter
services and, with assistance, enter directly into housing. HOS’s supportive
and direct client rental assistance services are provided for three to nine
months. Rental assistance provides clients with financial resources to enter
new housing, such as first and last month’s rent, and/or security deposits.
Aftercare services are also provided as needed. The goal of this program is
to rehouse families and individuals into permanent housing within 30 days
of program entry, and to maintain permanent housing at both a six month
and twelve-month check-ins.

In fiscal year 2021, HOS assisted 76 individuals in their
Rapid Re-Housing Program (36 women and 40 children).

RAPID RE-HOUSING (RRH)

PROGRAMS & SERVICES
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Most families coming into the HOS Subsidized
Apartment Program are able to move directly into
permanent housing after approximately 1 year.
However, while some families may be ready to move
into a more independent lifestyle, they need extra time
to build resources and skills prior to moving into
housing within the community. SAP provides that vital
bridge between shelter services and independent
living. SAP participants generally stay in one of the
agency’s three apartment units up to a year, receiving
all the same services offered in the subsidized shelter
program. While in the program, clients continue to pay
off utility arrears or repair credit history in order to
become eligible for signing a rental contract for
housing.

During fiscal year 2021, this program
served 6 women and 6 children.

SUBSIDIZED
APARTMENTS (SAP)

OUTREACH AND
PREVENTION PROGRAM

Outreach and Prevention Program staff take calls
from homeless or imminently homeless individuals
with the goal of stabilizing them in current housing or
assisting them in finding safer living conditions. HOS
offers linkages to services including emergency
assistance with food, health care, clothing, and
transportation. Additionally, linkages are offered for
behavioral health services, legal assistance,
mediation with landlords and more. A small pantry
stocked with personal hygiene items is also available
for callers who may be in need of immediate
assistance.

 
During fiscal year 2021, this

program served 54 individuals
(25 women and 29 children).

 
1,700 individuals were also assisted through

phone referrals to community resources.

The TBRA Key to the Future Housing and Support
Placement Program offers subsidized rents for tenants
who qualify as low-income with an income less than
60% AMI. However, HOS accepts tenants at or below
50% AMI. HOS seeks tenant referrals that serve high
barrier populations, including individuals who are
unemployed, under employed and homeless, those
who have mental health or substance abuse issues,
seniors, individuals with disabilities, and those from
domestic violence situations. Rent can be subsidized
for up to one year or longer if needed. HOS provides
wraparound services that include case management,
advocacy, and support for tenants to ensure a
successful transition to permanent independent living
and self-sufficiency.

In fiscal year 2021, this program
served 10 women and 17 children.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
AND HOUSING

AFFORDABLE HOUSING (AHP)
HOS’s Affordable Housing Program serves individuals
whose income is at or below 50 percent of the Area
Median Income for McHenry County. The program
offers hope for families exiting HOS shelter services
and the Subsidized Apartment Program, while they
still struggle with income levels. Families in the HOS
affordable housing units are eligible for continued
case management and counseling services.
Reasonable rents allow the families to manage their
monthly budgets while getting to experience a new
sense of self-reliance. In FY 2021, due to an increase of
clients losing their employment, clients had to apply
for the Treasury Rental Assistance Program for
additional support.

HOS has 25 housing units scattered across
Northern Illinois. These units provided stable

housing for 33 women and 43 children.
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88%
of individuals exiting

Home of the Sparrow's
transitional settings

successfully entered
permanent housing

As the American economy continues its recovery
from the devastating impact of the pandemic,
millions of Americans face deep rental debt, fear of
evictions and the loss of basic housing security.
COVID-19 has exacerbated an affordable housing
crisis that predated the pandemic and that has
exacerbated deep disparities that threaten the
strength of an economic recovery that must work
for everyone.

To meet this need, the Emergency Rental
Assistance Program makes funding available to
assist households that are unable to pay rent or
utilities. McEURAP is an existing program offered to
County residents through the collaborative efforts
of the McHenry County Community Department of
Planning and Development - Community
Development Division office and the McHenry
County Housing Authority, Home of the Sparrow
and Consumer Credit Counseling. The purpose of
this program is to prevent homelessness through
rental assistance interventions. The program may
also be used to rehouse individuals who have
become homeless as a result of the COVID-19
Pandemic. Tenants must be below 80% median
income, affected by Covid and supply the needed
documents to complete the application.

Home of the Sparrow has hired one navigation and
two case workers to help assist Home of the
Sparrow clients, Community tenants and
Landlords. From the Middle of March until the end
of June we have worked with 84 community clients
and 18 HOS clients, and we were able to provide
$417,140 in rent and utility assistance.  In addition,
we had 28 clients we were working with to relocate
and had 5 clients successfully secure new housing.

This program provided $417,140 in rent
and utility assistance, served 84

community clients and 18 HOS clients.

EMERGENCY RENTAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

In FY 2021, Home of the
Sparrow directly served

individuals (unduplicated)
through their programs

and services

378
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The purpose of the Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores and
Donation Centers and Community Threads is to support
the mission of Home of the Sparrow.

Net proceeds from the thrift stores are used to support all
of the programs and services for the women and children
in Home of the Sparrow's various transitional housing
programs.

With the exception of mattresses and box springs,
everything sold in the stores is donated, and donations are
accepted at all stores. Not only do the stores provide
unrestricted income and daily cash flow to Home of the
Sparrow, they are a zero-cost provider of clothing,
furniture and housewares to Home of the Sparrow clients.

HOS's thrift stores are thankful for the many volunteers
who give their time each week to help organize, price and
display donations, assist with sales, and provide friendly
customer service.

7 Total Thrift Stores – 6 under the banner of Sparrow’s
Nest Thrift Store and Donation Centers, 1 under the
banner of Community Threads Upscale Resale Store
100,000 sq. ft. of total space devoted to resale
operations
16,151 register transactions per month on average
across all stores
2 box trucks averaged 228 monthly furniture pickups 
58 total thrift store vouchers issued annually
to HOS Clients and neighboring agencies
The McHenry and Mundelein locations have an
attached 2500 sq. ft. distribution storage facility
Community Threads has a 3400 sq. ft. offsite storage
facility
606,565 pounds of recycled textile donations were
received by HOS's 7 thrift stores
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, the recycling rate for all textiles was 14.7
percent as of 2018

 
In FY 2021, the seven Home of the Sparrow

Thrift Stores produced $3,659,813.04 in
income, exceeding FY 2020 by 14%.

HOME OF THE SPARROW'S
7 THRIFT STORES

QUICK FACTS

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS   |   CARY   |   MCHENRY   |   MUNDELEIN   |   PALATINE   |   THIRD LAKE   |   WOODSTOCK
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In October 2020, Home of the Sparrow made the
difficult decision to not renew the lease at the
Algonquin Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store location. 

Since the Algonquin location opened in 2012,
customer, donor and volunteer support have
always been excellent at this location, however
construction, traffic, limited parking and other
logistical issues brought challenges that could not
be overcome. Many staff and volunteers from the
Algonquin location are now enjoying their time at
other Sparrow’s Nest locations.

Donors and shoppers are encouraged to visit
Sparrow’s Nest stores in Cary, McHenry, Palatine,
Mundelein, Third Lake and Woodstock, as well as
Community Threads in Arlington Heights. All
donations and purchases support Home of the
Sparrow’s mission.

ALGONQUIN LOCATION
CLOSURE IN OCTOBER OF 2020



EVENTS

VIRTUAL SIP & SAVOR
HOPE BENEFIT IN APRIL 2021

ANNUAL OKTOBERFEST
CHARITY GOLF OUTING

IN SEPTEMBER 2020
On April 9th, 2021, HOS hosted their first ever virtual
event. Thank you to everyone who tuned in during the
Virtual Hope Benefit via Zoom and Facebook Live!
HOS thanks Aroma Coffee & Wine, Dawn, Chef Tom,
and Alan for their time and collaboration in providing
virtual attendees with Charcuterie & Wine Packages.
HOS would also like to thank all of the amazing event
sponsors including Alchemy Financial Group, Express
Employment Professionals, Luster Leaf Products,
Curran Contracting, Rust-Oleum Corporation,
Advocate Good Shepherd Hospital, and Alliance
Contractors for their support.

HOS is grateful for your support in helping to raise life-
changing funds for homeless women and children in
HOS's programs! 

Thank you to all of the many golfers, sponsors, and
volunteers for participating and volunteering at HOS's
Annual Oktoberfest Charity Golf Outing in September
of 2020! Golfers enjoyed a beautiful day at the Bull
Valley Golf Club in Woodstock with lunch, contests,
games, and beer from local breweries!

HOS would also like to thank all of the wonderful
businesses who donated gift cards or items to the
online auctions. Special thanks to Catalina
Photography for capturing some great photos as well!
See you all again next year!

THANK YOU TO THE DONORS, SPONSORS, ATTENDEES,
VOLUNTEERS, & STAFF AT HOME OF THE SPARROW'S EVENTS!

The financial challenges of 2020 have brought opportunities in 2021. Despite ever-changing Covid protocols and
restrictions, Home of the Sparrow has adapted to create unique fundraising platforms, through Live Zoom events and
virtual silent auctions, while continuing to host popular annual fundraisers in a safe manner. The support and flexibility
of both sponsors, community partners and participants has allowed Home of the Sparrow to continue towards its
fundraising goals this past fiscal year. Thank you!

VIRTUAL & IN-PERSON FUNDRAISERS DURING THE PANDEMIC
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On behalf of the women and children served, Home of the Sparrow extends heartfelt appreciation for financial support
during the 2021 fiscal year. The success of HOS’s fundraising events depends greatly on the generous support from these
wonderful sponsors. We also appreciate the efforts of other organizations and businesses that hosted benefit events to raise
funds and awareness for HOS's programs and services. The support from each of these sponsors, groups and events shows a
strong commitment to improve the community. Thank you!

COMMUNITY/THIRD PARTY EVENTS AND SUPPORTERS
Bunker Hill Concert
Empower Shower Event
Lake in the Hills American Legion Post 1231 10th Annual
Charity Bike Run
McHenry County College Virtual People in Need Forum

My Sister's Dress - Formal Dress Donations to Home of the
Sparrow's 7 Thrift Stores
United Way of McHenry County - Virtual Human Race
Women Empowering Women, Crystal Lake Chamber - Auction
Woodstock Moose Lodge Family Burger Night
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FY 2021 SPONSORS

https://www.facebook.com/alpost1231/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.alchemyfinancialgroup.com/
https://currancontracting.com/
https://www.rustoleum.com/
http://www.lusterleaf.com/
https://www.expresspros.com/
https://www.alliancecontractors.com/
https://www.advocatehealth.com/gshp/
https://www.shawlocal.com/northwest-herald/
https://www.statefarm.com/agent/us/il/woodstock/mark-mitchell-bw19l1ys000
https://www.crystallakebank.com/
https://www.amcombank.com/
https://www.firstmidwest.com/
https://www.drkubik.com/
https://crystallakeoralsurgery.com/
https://www.stryker.com/
https://wakemanlaw.net/


$0 $1,000,000 $2,000,000 $3,000,000 $4,000,000 $5,000,000 $6,000,000 $7,000,000

Donations   $357,247 (5%)
Governmental Grants   $1,317,939 (19%)
Private Grants   $245,367 (3%)
In-kind Donations   $77,368 (1%)
United Way Allocations   $45,438 (1%)
Retail Sales   $3,659,748 (51%)
Special Events, net   $797,785 (11%)

Program Income   $179,791 (3%)
Interest Income   $24,721 (0%)
Miscellaneous Income   $16,798 (0%)
Gain/(loss) on investment   $129,900 (2%)
Other Income   $216,035 (3%)
Net assets released from restrictions   $42,697 (1%)

Without Donor Restrictions
With Donor Restrictions
Total

FY 2021 FINANCIALS
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FY 2021 TOTAL REVENUES, GAINS AND OTHER SUPPORT

Governmental Grants
19%

Retail Sales
51%

Special
Events, net

11%

(Totals Include Without and With Donor Restrictions)

Programs
96%

Fundraising
3%

TOTAL
FY 2021

EXPENSES:
$5,402,005

General &
Administrative

1%

Change in
Assets

Net Assets
Beginning of

Year

Net Assets
End of Year

$0

$2,500,000

$5,000,000

$7,500,000

$1,663,262

$2,870

$1,666,132

$5,098,420

$627,380

$5,725,800

$6,761,682

$7,391,932

$630,250



Home of the Sparrow Administrative Office
4209 W. Shamrock Lane, Unit B
McHenry, IL 60050

www.HOSparrow.org
info@hosparrow.org

(815) 271-5444

@homeofthesparrowillinois @homeofthesparrowinc @TheSparrowsSong

Home of the Sparrow, Inc.@homeofthesparrowinc

H O P E O P P O R T U N I T Y S U P P O R T

@homeofthesparrowillinois

http://www.instagram.com/homeofthesparrowinc
https://www.facebook.com/homeofthesparrowillinois/
https://twitter.com/thesparrowssong
https://www.linkedin.com/company/home-of-the-sparrow/
https://www.tiktok.com/@homeofthesparrowinc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzVkzGzbLCCpIA2dRaCZcw
http://www.hosparrow.org/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
https://www.facebook.com/homeofthesparrowillinois/
http://www.instagram.com/homeofthesparrowinc
https://twitter.com/thesparrowssong
https://www.linkedin.com/company/home-of-the-sparrow/
https://www.tiktok.com/@homeofthesparrowinc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzVkzGzbLCCpIA2dRaCZcw

