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Homelessness can happen to anyone. Many individuals experience homelessness due to
unexpected life events that may not always be in one's control, such as domestic violence,
medical illnesses, unemployment, the loss of a loved one, or a partner walking away from
their family leaving little to no support. HOS serves women and children from diverse and
complex backgrounds with the goal of providing them with Hope, Opportunity, and
Support as they journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency. 

For over 35 years, Home of the Sparrow (HOS) has proudly served and helped homeless
women and children throughout Northern Illinois. What started out as a homelessness
survey to local churches in the McHenry area and a nun's vision, has now evolved into a
well-respected and recognized agency that directly touches the lives of hundreds of
women and children every year. HOS has a strong history and even stronger foundation of
which founders, Joy Rogers Martin, Rev. Phyllis Mueller, and six other community
members from different churches have established through their timeless commitment
and ability to inspire the community to help those in need. HOS opened its first shelter in
1986, called The McHenry County Interfaith Shelter, which sheltered sixteen women and
children. In 1987, the agency was granted 503(c)(3) status and the McHenry County
Interfaith Shelter's name was changed to Home of the Sparrow. Each year, the number of
women, children and families served continue to increase as the issues of homelessness,
rising costs of living, and unemployment also increase. In fiscal year 2021, HOS directly
served 378 individuals within their programs, and another 1,700 individuals through phone
referrals to other community resources.

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

More information will
be announced at

www.HOSparrow.org!

Celebration of
Women Breakfast

Home of the
Sparrow's 35th
Anniversary Gala

Annual Oktoberfest
Charity Golf Outing

Various sponsorship levels
are available and may include
tickets to HOS's three annual

events. As a sponsor, your
company will benefit from
exposure through HOS's
promotional efforts. For

details, contact Emily Greene
at EGreene@hosparrow.org.

Today, HOS is excited to celebrate 35 years of community impact! HOS's current
programs include a Short-Term Transitional Shelter program that shelters 32-40
individuals per night; an Outreach and Prevention Program focused on preventing
homelessness; a Subsidized Apartment Program that can serve three families for up to a
year while they build resources for independent living; an Affordable Housing Program
that offers 25 affordable apartment units located across Northern Illinois; and various
Rental Assistance Programs that help families obtain or remain in permanent housing.
Individuals who enter HOS's programs receive wrap-around supportive and holistic
services that address the core issues of homelessness. These services include Case
Management and advocacy support, basic needs assistance (clothing, toiletries, food,
etc.), counseling and complex trauma interventions, linkages to behavioral health
resources, career and employment assistance, trauma-informed job counseling, life skills
training, linkages to community resources, and transportation assistance.

HOS also operates seven total thrift stores located across Northern Illinois; Six under the
banner of Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Stores in Cary, McHenry, Mundelein, Palatine, Third Lake,
Woodstock; One under the banner of Community Threads. Net proceeds from the thrift
stores are used to support all of HOS's programs and services. Additionally, the stores are
a zero-cost provider of clothing, furniture and housewares to HOS clients and provide
goods to other agency clients.

Thank you for supporting HOS and helping many homeless women and children through
the years. HOS is grateful for all of their volunteers, partners, sponsors, grant funders,
donors, staff, and thrift store customers for continuously uplifting and advancing HOS's
mission! To learn more about HOS's history, CLICK HERE.
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501(c)3 status  granted

Current McHenry Shelter
site is purchased

The agency opens its first
“Sparrow’s Nest” Thrift

Store in McHenry, IL

Opened Palatine Shelter; Crystal
Lake Shelter site is purchased;

McHenry Shelter is expanded to
include 4 additional shelter units

Opened Cary Sparrow’s Nest; Winner of
Governors Home Town Award for volunteerism

Woodstock Sparrow’s
Nest opens

Agency acquires 13 units of housing from McHenry
County and the Housing Opportunity Development Corp.;

Algonquin Sparrow’s Nest opens

Arlington Heights Sparrow’s
Nest moves to Palatine

Palatine Shelter transferred to
WINGS for program efficiency

The Outreach and Prevention Program is started;
Mundelein Sparrow’s Nest opens; McHenry

Shelter expansion for 5 additional units

Moved Headquarters Office to new location;
Sold Crystal Lake Shelter; Awarded

“Nonprofit of the Year” by Shaw Media

Added 21st-25th
Affordable Housing units;
Third Lake Sparrow’s Nest
opens; Celebrated HOS's

30th Anniversary

Community Threads
officially merged into HOS;
Launched Sparrow’s Nest
eBay Online Thrift Store

Launched Employment Program; Sparrow’s Nest Thrift
Store in Algonquin permanently closed in October

Hosted first-ever virtual
fundraising event, the Virtual Sip &
Savor Hope Benefit in April 2021

HOS's 35th Anniversary

Sparrow’s Nest in McHenry voted One
of the Best ReSale Shops in McHenry
County by the NW Herald/Shaw Media



Janet reached out to Home of the Sparrow in
January of 2021 in need of shelter and help. Due to
a lifetime of trauma and unfortunate events, Janet
had a long history of homelessness and mental
health diagnoses. She had no where else to stay
and did not have a strong support system in her life,
so she had been living in her car with two emotional
support cats. Janet's car was in bad shape and
needed many repairs including fixing the heat, which
was essential during the cold winter weather. While
hope was lost, Janet remained optimistic and
determined to break her cycle of homelessness.

Staff at Home of the Sparrow referred Janet to the
McHenry County Housing Authority's Hotel Program
where she was able to stay in a hotel until she was
able  to  save  enough  money  to  get  an  apartment 

In fiscal year 2021,
88% of individuals

exiting Home of the
Sparrow's transitional
settings successfully
entered permanent

housingof her own. Home of the Sparrow's staff and Thresholds was able to assist
Janet on daily tasks and functions, as well as providing her with basic needs
items like clothing, food, and hygiene products.

Janet has successfully sustained permanent housing for a full year now. Home
of the Sparrow is so proud of everything that she has accomplished! In January
of 2022, Thresholds, Home of the Sparrow and McHenry County's Coordinated
Entry Program came together to discuss Janet's case to ensure that she would
not experience homelessness again. Together, all three agencies discussed
Janet's needs and worked together with her current landlord to provide a
Permanent Supportive Housing Voucher to ensure that Janet would continue
on the right path to self-sufficiency.
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Diana Zaya     |     Board of Directors President     |     FY 2021
I am honored to step into the role of President of the Board of Directors of Home of the
Sparrow, following in the footsteps of the extraordinary men and women who have
served Home of the Sparrow in this capacity over the last 35 years. I have served on the
Board of Directors for three years and in the role of Vice President for the last year.
During this time, I have learned much and hope that I have also contributed just as
much to the agency and community. Throughout my career, I have held various
leadership roles within the business community and am looking forward to bringing my
expertise in vision casting and long-term strategic planning to my time as Board
President.  

I am grateful to serve alongside our Board of Directors, made up of an exemplary group
of individuals representing diverse backgrounds and disciplines. I am always amazed
at the talent, expertise and commitment of this board as well as with
the team at Home of the Sparrow.

Also, a huge thank you to everyone that has supported our
mission through their generosity and unwavering dedication over the years. The last two 
years have certainly been a trying time for many within our community. Home of the 
Sparrow continues to be a shining light in difficult times, and it is our vision that we’ll 
continue to expand our services to reach more women and children within our 
community to provide hope and support as they transition to self-sufficiency.

As I look ahead to the upcoming year and the challenges we may face, I would like
to share one of my favorite quotes: “Alone, we can do so little; together, we can do
so much.” It is through the collective power of our stakeholders and the community
that I am confident we can fulfill our mission to better serve those in need.

Thank you for allowing me to serve alongside you all this year. I truly appreciate
your support and am looking forward to a year of uplifting and empowering the
clients that we serve.  

https://www.hosparrow.org/how-to-help/shelter-wish-list/
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@
hom

eofthesparro
wi

lli
no
is @

homeofthespar
row

in
c @

TheSparrows
So

ng

H
om

e of the Sparr
ow

, I
nc
.@

homeofthespar
ro

wi
nc

@
hom

eofthesparro
wi

lli
no
is

F

A C
E B O O

K

I N

S T
A G R A

M T I
K T O K T W

I T T E R L

I N
K E D I N Y O

U T U B E

READ ANNUAL REPORT HERE

HOS provided direct support to 378
individuals (unduplicated) and an additional
1,700+ individuals were assisted through
phone referrals to community resources
Shelter served 25 women and 19 children
Subsidized Apartment Program served 6
women and 6 children
Rapid Rehousing Program served 36
women and 40 children
Affordable Housing Program served 33
women and 43 children
Volunteers dedicated 58,867.5 hours

       to help Home of the Sparrow

Home of the Sparrow (HOS) would like to thank the community and the many generous donors who have donated
items from the Shelter Needs Wish List this past holiday season! Due to the overwhelming amount of support and
limited space at HOS's office, HOS kindly asks that ONLY the items below be donated at this time. No additional
donations are currently accepted HOS's Headquarters building. HOS's staff are working hard to sort through
holiday donations and distributing them to clients within their programs. Thank you for understanding.

HOS's Thrift Stores are still accepting donations as an alternative (see page 8 for locations and donation hours). 

Online donations are welcomed so that HOS can purchase needed items as they arise. Thank you for your support!

MAKE AN ONLINE
DONATION HERE

GIFT CARDS
Gas Gift Cards (BP, Mobil, Shell)

VISA Gift Card
MasterCard Gift Card

Menards Gift Card
Home Depot Gift Card

Uber Gift Card
Aldi Gift Card

Meijer Gift Card
Walmart Gift Card

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
  Liquid or Pod Detergent

Pack N' Plays (2-3, NEW ONLY)
Stroller (NEW ONLY)
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1.   We are a stable organization with a 35 year history of
       helping women and children get back on their feet, so your   
       gift will change lives.
 

2.   Charitable giving can help with offering the maximum tax 
       advantage allowable by State and Federal Law.

3.   Our staff and board of directors have a broad knowledge of 
       the issues leading to homelessness for women.

4.   We provide highly tailored services regarding each 
       individual's charitable giving interest.

5.   Our funds are designated to ensure individual’s giving 
       interests are adhered to.

6.   We accept a wide variety of assets, which makes giving to 
       Home of the Sparrow easier.

7.   We can partner with professional advisors to create 
       effective approaches to giving that benefits the donor. 

8.   We can multiply the impact of the gift by pooling it with       
       other gifts and grants.

9.   We can build endowment funds that benefit the community 
       long term and create personal legacies.

10. We are a community leader coordinating resources to 
       create positive change for the future.

The options for making a planned gift to Home of the Sparrow
are many. They include bequests, charitable trusts, private and
community foundations, charitable annuities and donor-
advised funds. YOU can have an impact on future generations
with a planned gift. To include Home of the Sparrow in your
future planning, please contact Debbie DeGraw at
ddegraw@hosparrow.org or phone at (815) 271-5444 x227.

Home of the Sparrow is looking for apartments or houses
for rent in McHenry County. We are seeking 1, 2 and 3
bedroom units for homeless women and children in Home
of the Sparrow's programs. Please contact
Lkellner@HOSparrow.org or call (815)271-5444 x 222  for
more information. Thank you!



HOS has a variety of opportunities for you to get involved! Individuals and
groups can volunteer at HOS's seven thrift stores, answer phones at the
Headquarters Office in McHenry, network as an Ambassador Volunteer
at community/third-party events, become part of the Events Committee,

volunteer as Event Day Volunteers, special projects at HOS's housing
units and shelter, and more! Make a difference in your community today!

CLICK HERE FOR ALL
INDIVIDUAL, GROUP, AND

HIGH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HOST A
COMMUNITY EVENT TO BENEFIT
HOME OF THE SPARROW? CLICK

HERE TO LEARN MORE!

Event Committee Members
Friday Volunteer at HOS's
Headquarters Office
Ambassadors
Retail Social Media Volunteer
Sparrow's Nest Thrift Store and
Community Threads Volunteers
(High School students
encouraged to volunteer)

https://www.hosparrow.org/how-to-help/ways-of-giving/volunteer/
https://www.hosparrow.org/events/communityevents/
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CARY
380 Northwest Hwy.

Cary, IL 60013
(847)639-4082

MCHENRY
3714 W Elm Street
McHenry, IL 60050

(815)363-6008

MUNDELEIN
357 Townline Road
Mundelein, IL 60060

(847)970-5584

PALATINE
275 E Northwest Highway

Palatine, IL 60067
(847) 705-6852

THIRD LAKE
34500 N. US Highway 45

Third Lake, IL 60030
(847)752-8397

WOODSTOCK
120 E Calhoun St

Woodstock, IL 60098
(815)206-5070

COMMUNITY THREADS
250 W. Rand Road

Arlington Heights, IL 60004
(847) 818-1630

Mondays - Fridays:
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Sundays & Holidays:
CLOSED

Mondays - Fridays:
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Sundays & Holidays:
CLOSED

Saturdays:
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturdays:
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

CLICK HERE TO
READ OUR F.A.Q.

ON ACCEPTED
DONATION ITEMS

 SCHEDULE A FREE
FURNITURE

PICKUP HERE

CLICK HERE TO
SIGN UP FOR

OUR REWARDS
PROGRAM

10:00 AM – 4:30 PM ONLY or until capacity is reached for the day!

HOS's thrift stores cannot accept donations once they are at capacity.
Please DO NOT donate items after donation hours. Donations that are left
outside of the storefronts sit in unpredictable weather conditions and are
oftentimes damaged by the time that the stores open the next day. HOS pays
for extra services to have those damaged donations removed.

https://www.hosparrow.org/sparrows-nest-thrift-stores/
http://www.facebook.com/SparrowsNestCary
http://www.facebook.com/SparrowsNestMcHenry
http://www.facebook.com/SparrowsNestMundelein
http://www.facebook.com/SparrowsNestPalatine
http://www.facebook.com/SparrowsNestThirdLake
http://www.facebook.com/SparrowsNestWoodstock
https://www.facebook.com/CommunityThreadsUpscaleResale/
https://www.hosparrow.org/sparrows-nest-thrift-stores/
https://www.hosparrow.org/sparrows-nest-thrift-stores/
https://www.hosparrow.org/about/faq/
https://www.hosparrow.org/sparrows-nest-thrift-stores/
https://www.hosparrow.org/sparrows-nest-thrift-stores/
https://www.hosparrow.org/sparrows-nest-thrift-stores/


CLICK HERE TO SHOP OUR
EBAY ONLINE THRIFT STORE

Thank you to our amazing thrift store volunteers for all your hard work
and help! We are always looking for new volunteers or small groups to
help organize, price and display donations, and assist with sales.

We have COVID-19 restrictions and policies in place to ensure
everyone’s safety. If you are interested, contact Rebecca Stiemke at
rstiemke@hosparrow.org or visit www.HOSparrow.org. Thank you!

Did you know that you can purchase a
Sparrow's Nest Thrift Store and/or
Community Threads Gift Certificate?
These are the perfect year-round gifts
for friends and family!

@TheSparrowsNest @TheSparrowsNestStores

@community_threads

@community.threads

https://www.ebay.com/str/sparrowsnestresale
https://www.ebay.com/str/sparrowsnestresale
https://www.ebay.com/str/sparrowsnestresale
http://www.hosparrow.org/
http://www.hosparrow.org/
https://twitter.com/thesparrowssong
http://www.instagram.com/homeofthesparrowinc
https://www.tiktok.com/@community.threads
https://twitter.com/thesparrowsnest
https://www.instagram.com/thesparrowsneststores
https://www.instagram.com/community_threads
https://www.tiktok.com/@community.threads


CLICK HERE FOR MORE WAYS OF GIVING

HOW IT WORKS

CLICK HERE

Host your own fundraiser to benefit HOS
See if your employer has a matching fund
program
Leave a bequest or legacy to HOS
Start an auxiliary group to fundraise for the
women and children that we help
Invite us to speak virtually at your house of
worship, school, group, company, or event
Shop at, donate gently used items, or
volunteer at one of our six Sparrow's Nest
Thrift Stores or Community Threads

If you donate to a worthy cause, including Home of the Sparrow,
Gail's Family Treasures will donate a painting to YOU! Local artist,
Gail Hamilton, has been painting for over 30 years. She paints with
acrylics and oils, draws with colored pencils and charcoal, but she
particularly loves working with watercolors. Gail especially likes to
paint from nature, and also gets inspiration from her travels.  In
her real life, she has been a Special Education Teacher for 35
years.  Painting brings Gail much joy, and she wants to share that
joy with others. Together we can spread the light, and build a
community of giving. Check out her original paintings!

DONATE TO HOS

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
https://www.hosparrow.org/how-to-help/ways-of-giving/
https://jngpaint.wixsite.com/website/how-does-it-work
https://careasy.org/nonprofit/home-of-the-sparrow
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
https://www.hosparrow.org/how-to-help/ways-of-giving/
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate


Home of the Sparrow would like to thank all of our event and yearly sponsors for supporting
the agency's mission and helping those in need! Your generous sponsorships and donations
impact hundreds of women and children every year in our community! Home of the Sparrow
also appreciates the efforts of other local organizations and businesses that have donated to
our silent and live auctions! The support from each of these sponsors, organizations, and
businesses shows a strong commitment to improve our community. Thank you!

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE

https://www.hosparrow.org/sponsorships/
https://www.alchemyfinancialgroup.com/
https://www.shawlocal.com/northwest-herald/
http://www.socialindoor.com/
https://www.bzelectrical.com/
https://www.bmoharris.com/
https://www.advocatehealth.com/gshp/
http://www.lusterleaf.com/


$1,000                  $500                  $250                  $100                  $50                  $25

Other $                                         I would like to add Home of the Sparrow to my will.

VISA                 MASTERCARD                 DISCOVER                 CHECK

CREDIT CARD NUMBER                                                               EXPIRATION DATE                                         SECURITY CODE

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

ADDRESS                                                                                                       CITY                             STATE                              ZIP

NAME                                                                                                E-MAIL                                                                     PHONE

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  D O N A T E  T O D A Y

MAKE AN ONLINE DONATION BY CLICKING HERE: WWW.HOSPARROW.ORG/DONATE
OR PRINT THIS PAGE AND MAIL TO: HOME OF THE SPARROW

4209 W. SHAMROCK LANE, UNIT B, MCHENRY, IL 60050

Home of the Sparrow provides women and children with HOPE for a better future,
OPPORTUNITY to gain skills, and SUPPORT towards independence.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To provide one month's
rent for a family

To help supply a week's worth of
gas to get to and from work

To provide a week of childcare
for a working mother

To help pay for a week of
groceries or a month of utilities

To provide a new pair of
shoes for a child

To provide Case
Management services

DONATE
$1,000

DONATE
$500

DONATE
$250

DONATE
$100

DONATE
$50

DONATE
$25

http://www.hosparrow.org/donate
http://www.hosparrow.org/donate
http://www.hosparrow.org/donate
http://www.hosparrow.org/donate
http://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate
https://www.hosparrow.org/donate

